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INTRODUCTION TO 
THE OROMO LANGUAGE 


Oromo, also known as Afaan Oromo, Oromiffa(a), 
and sometimes in other languages by variant spell- 
ings of these names (Oromic, Afan Oromo, etc.), 
is an Afro-Asiatic language and the most widely 
spoken of the Cushitic family. The speakers of the 
language call themselves Oromo and their language 
Afaan Oromo meaning ‘Mouth of Oromo.’ In this 
book, I adopt the word Oromo to refer to both the 
language and the people following the written tradi- 
tion. Oromo is spoken as a first language by more 
than 40 million Oromo and neighboring peoples in 
Ethiopia and Kenya. A number of members of other 
ethnicities speak it as a second language. Oromo 
has varieties like Mecha (west), Qottu (east), Tula- 
ma (central), Borana (south) and Rayya (North). All 
the dialects are mutually intelligible with only some 
lexical and articulation differences. 


Oromo is written with a modified Latin alphabet 
called Qubee. 


SOURCE: Ammanuel Alemayhu, 2006 


SOUNDS AND ORTHOGRAPHY 


Consonant and vowel phonemes 


Generally speaking, including the seven clusters 
there are twenty-seven alphabetical consonant let- 
ters in Afaan Oromo orthography. 


Qubee IPA English sound 
; ? (glottal stop) 

b b as in bird 

Cc 7 (palatal ejective) 
ch tf as in chair 

d d as in dog 

dh d (alveolar implosive) 
f r as in four 

g g as in gold 

h h as in home 

j er as in job 

k k as in kite 

l | as in light 

m m as in moon 

n as in noon 

ny p (nasal palatal) 

p Pp as in pot 

ph p’ as in (none) 

q RF (velar ejective) 

r r as in run 
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as in 


as in 
as in 


as in 


a i 


as in 
as in 


>. 
J 


as in 


N< © ¢@ <e 


as in 


N ed 


soon 

show 

tree 

violins 

won 

(alveolar ejective) 
year 


ZOO 


Consonant length or gemination is phonemic and 
is indicated by the doubling of the consonants. For 
example, yabbuu ‘thick’, yaabuu ‘to climb’. Gemi- 
nation is not obligatorily marked for the digraphs, 
it is contextually determined. For example /dh/ in 
hodhuu/hoduw/ ‘sucking’ is single but in hodhuu/ 


hodduu ‘sewing?’ is double. 


Vowels 


Oromo has five short vowels and five long vowels, 
indicated in the orthography by doubling the five 


vowel letters: 


Qubee IPA 

a a as in 

e e as in 

j i as in 
as in 
as in 


English sound 
dad 
bed 
did 
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ee ee as in met 
ii il as in reed 
eye) (eye) as in rose 
uu uu as in moon 
OROMO GRAMMAR 
Nouns 


Singular & Plural 

In Oromo, if the context is clear, a formally singu- 
lar noun may refer to plural entities: sangaa “ox” 
or “oxen”, sangaa tokko “one ox” or sangaa shan 
“five oxen”. In other words, there is not always 
agreement between the noun head and its modifier 
in a noun phrase. But, if it is important, a plural 
noun is marked with a suffix whereas a singu- 
lar noun is unmarked or unspecified for number. 
A plural form of a noun is usually formed add- 
ing the suffix -oota to the noun stem or root with 
long vowel. For example ganda ‘village’ — gan- 
doota ‘villages’, sangaa ‘ox’ — sangoota ‘oxen’, 
barataa ‘student? — barattoota ‘students’. The 
suffix -ota is used following a syllable with a long 
vowel: hoolaa ‘sheep’ --- hoolota ‘sheep (pl.)’. A 
final vowel is dropped before the suffix. Oromo 
also has other plural suffixes. Some of them are: 
-(w)wan, -een, and -(a)an, for example: saawwa 
‘caw’ — sawwan ‘cows’, farda ‘horse’ — fardeen 
‘horses, i/ma ‘son’ — ilmaan ‘sons’. 
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Gender 

Oromo has masculine and feminine grammatical 
genders but in most cases there is nothing that in- 
dicates the noun’s gender. In some few cases the 
suffix —sa is added to a noun root or stem if the noun 
refers to masculine and the suffix -(#)ti is used if 
the noun refers to feminine; same is also true for 
adjective: jaarsa ‘old man’ — jaarti ‘ old woman’. 
When it comes to agreement, verbs agree with their 
subjects in gender when the subject is third per- 
son singular (he or she). Adjectives agree with the 
nouns they modify in gender. 


Definite & Indefinite Nouns 

In Oromo, a definite noun is marked by adding the 
suffix -icha to the noun stem if it is singular and mas- 
culine and by adding -ééi if it feminine and singular: 
name-cha ‘the man’, dubarti-ttii ‘the woman’. 


Case 

Oromo has a base form for a noun that is used in 
the Objective case. There are also six other gram- 
matical cases in Oromo (Nominative, Genitive, Da- 
tive, Instrumental, Ablative, Locative) which are 
indicated by a suffix or the changing of the final 
vowel sound. 


Sentence Structure 

Oromo has SOV (Subject-Object-Verb) word order 
in its basic structure. Verbs show agreement with 
the subject but not with the object. 


FRONT MATTER NAMES 


Verbs 


An Oromo verb usually consists of a stem, repre- 
senting the lexical meaning of the verb, and a one 
or two letter suffix denoting tense or aspect and 
subject agreement (-n, -t, -an, -€, -a, -u). Verbs will 
often have two suffixes, one denoting tense and one 
denoting gender. If the verb is in the negative, there 
is no agreement marker, but a clause marker is used 
(-n). In the dictionary section of this book the verbs 
are given in their infinitive form. 


Personal Pronouns 


narraa 


sirraa 


isarraa 


isee, 
ishee 


ishiirraa, 


nurraa 


isinirraa 


isaanirral 


B=Base; S= Subject; D=Dative; I=Instrumental; 
L=Locative; A=Ablative 
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A 


aadaa culture, tradition 
Aadde Mts. (title) 

aanan milk 

aangoo authority, power 
aappilii apple 

aara smoke 

aaraa angry 

aarsuu (v,) offend; smoke / (n.) smoking 
aartii art 

abaaboo flower 

abaaboo ji’aa menstruation 
abaaruu (v.) assault 

abbaa father 

abbaa alangaa attorney 
abbaa dukkaanaa shopkeeper 
abbaa herregaa accountant 
abbaa qabeenyaa owner; occupant 
abbaa seeraa lawyer, attorney 
abbaa warraa husband 
abbuudduu thumb 
abdachiisuu (v.) promise 
abdatamaa reliable 

abidda fire 

aboottee fist 

abshaala wise 

achi there 

achumaan then 

adaadaa aunt 

adabamaa prisoner 

adabbii penalty 

adabbii seeraa prosecution 


Oromo-ENGLISH DICTIONARY 


adabuu punish 

adamsaa hunter 

adamsuu hunt, trail 

adda (adj.) different / (v.) separate / (n.) forehead 
adda baasuu identify 

addaan baasuu identification 
addabaabayii square (town square) 
addaggee rude 

addana here 

addunyaa world 

addunyaalessa international 

adii white 

adoocha torture 

adoochaa anesthetic 

adoodaa dizzy 

Adoolessa July 

adurree cat 

aduu sun 

afaan language; (qaama namaa) mouth 
afaan ambaa foreign languages 
afaan Ingilizii English language 
afaan ormaa foreign languages 
afaaniin oral 

afala floor 

afata rug 

afata lafaa carpet 

affeeruu invite 

afur four 

afurtama forty 

agarsiisa (n.) exhibit, show, concert 
agarsiisa muuziqaa orchestra 
agarsiisuu (v.) exhibit, show 
ajaa’iba surprise; fun 
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ajaa’ibsiisaa funny 

ajaja order; prescription 
ajjeechaa murder 

ajjeesuu kill 

akaakaa grandfather 
akaakuu (n.) type 

akaakuu dhiigaa blood type 
akaakuu fuduraa berry 
akaakuu hindaaqqoo poultry 
akaakuu mi’eessituu cinnamon 
akaakuu tokko (adj.) uniform 
akeekkachiisa warning 
akeekkachiisuu warn 
akkaadaamii academy 
akkam how; (interjection) hey 
akkoo grandmother 

aksilii axle 

akuuril soy 

ala (adv.) out, outside 

alaa galchuu import 

alaabaa flag 

alanfachuu chew 

alarjii allergy 

alatti erguu export 

albaatii diarrhea 

albuuda qotuu (v.) mine 
alkoolii alcohol 
almoondi(sanyyii fuduraa) almond 
aloola field (ground) 

amaatii mother-in-law 
Amajjii January 

amanamaa straight; honest 
amanuu believe 
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a ee 


amantaa religion 

amantii (n.) trust 

amantii irraa bilisa secular 
amanuu (v.) trust 

amba foreign 
ambaasaaddara ambassador 
ambulaansii ambulance 
amma now, soon 

amma kana just 

ammuma just 

ansaada cabinet 
antiba’iyootiksii antibiotics 
appaartaamaa apartment 
appirikootii apricot 
araaramuu compromise 
arfaasaa (seasons) autumn, fall; spring 
argachuu get 

argamuu appear 

arguu see, meet, sight 
ariitii instant; speed, rate 
arkitiikcharii architecture 
arrabsoo (n.) assault 
arrabsuu (v.) insult, assault 
as here 

ashaboo salt 

ashuuraa tax (n.) 

Asilaama Muslim 

asimaa asthma 

aspaaltii street 

aspirinii aspirin 

atarli pea 

ati you (sing.) 

atoobisii bus 


eee SSS... = 
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Awurooppaa Europe 
awusaa blanket 

awwaaluu bury 

ayyaana festival 
ayyaaneffannaa anniversary 


B 


ba’aa (n.) load; saddle 
baabura train 

baabura kaffaltii express train 
baachuu carry 

baacoo comedy 

baaduu cheese 

baafata directory assistance 
baajii tag 

baallee wing 

baankii bank 

baaqelaa bean 

baarmeelii barrel 

baasaa diarrhea 

baasii cost, expense, charge 
baasii dabalataa cover charge 
baasii deemsaa fare 

baasii ergaa poostaa postage 
baatii month 

baatirii battery 

baayyee (adv.) very, many, much / (n.) dozen 
baayyee gaarii great 

baayyina quantity 

baayyina namootaa population 
baayyina uummataa population 
badaa (adj.) bad / (n.) ruins 
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badhaasa prize 

badiinsa damage 

baga nagaan dhuftan (interjection) welcome 
baha east 

bakakkaa thunder 

bakka place 

bakka bu’aa agent; consulate 
bakka bu’aa mootummaa diplomat 
bakka buusa compensation 
bakka buusuu replace, substitute 
bakka doonii dhaaban dock 
bakka ga’amuun barbaadame destination 
bakka kamuu anywhere 

balaa accident; danger, risk 
balaafamaa disaster, hazard 
balali’uu flight 

balaqqama vomit 

balbala door 

balbala guddaa lobby 

balfa dirt 

balleessu spend 

balleessuu remove 

banaa vacant; (v./adj.) open, 
bantuu button 

bantuu bishaanii faucet 

banuu unlock 

baqaqsuu rip 

baqasanii yaaluu surgeon 

baquu melt 

bara year 

bara darbee last year 

bara dhufu next year 

bara haaraa New Year 
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bara itti aanu next year 

baraarsuu rescue 

barachuu learn, study 

baramaa usual 

baranee fresh 

barataa student 

barattuu student 

barbaacha (n.) search 

barbaaduu find, search, seek; need, want, require, 
request 

bareedduu beautiful 

barii dawn 

barnoota education 

barreessaa author 

barreessituu secretary 

barreessuu write 

barreessuu (v.) dictate; type; spell 

barrisuu (v.) fly 

barsiisaa teacher, tutor 

barumsa academy 

barumsa aantee (n.) minor 

barumsa jabina qaamaa gym 

baruu recognize 

bashaadaa zealous 

bashannana amenities; entertainment; picnic 

bashannana halkanii nightlife 

bataskaana temple, cathedral 

battalee test 

bayyanachiisuu revive 

beekamaa usual 

beeksisa advertisement, announcement 

beekuu know 

beellada pet 
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beellama appointment 

bela’aa hungry 

beqqoo fortuneteller 

bidiruu boat, ferry 

bifa color 

bifa hendhabaa purple 

bifa keelloo yellow 

bifa samii blue 

biiraa beer 

biirokiraasii bureaucracy 
bilbila (n.) call; (sound) ring; bell; phone, telephone 
bilbila harkaa mobile phone 
bilbila moobayila mobile phone 
bilbila uummataa public telephone 
bilbila yeroo balaa siren 
bilbiluu (v.) dial, ring, call 
bilchaataa (n.) cook 
bilcheessuu (v.) cook 
bilisoomsuu free 

billaa knife 

bineensa wild 

bineensaa cage 

bigilaa urgooftuu mint 

bigiltuu plant 

birmadummaa wisdom 

birrii silver 

bishaan water 

bishaanii shore 

bishaaniin liqimsamuu drown 
bishikileettii bicycle 

bitaa (adj./adv.) (opposite of right) left 
bituu purchase, buy 

biyya country, state; sight 
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biyya daawwachuu sightseeing 
biyya keessa local 

boba’aa diesel, fuel 

boca sculpture 

bofa snake 

bokkaa (n.) rain 

boloonii screw 

bona winter 

boo’icha funeral 

boo’uu cry 

booda after, behind 

boodatti hafuu late 

bookee mosquito 

boolla hole 

boolla bishaanii (”.) well (for water) 
boongoo skirt 

boottii boot 

booyyee pig 

boqochuu rest 

boqonnaa chapter; vacation 
boqqolloo corn 

bor tomorrow 

boraatii pillow 

borsaa maallaqaa wallet 
bosona forest, woods 

bosona cillimoo jungle 

bu’a marrumaanii appendicitis 
bu’aa (n.) profit / (adj.) spare 
bu’uu pick 

bu’uura base 

bu’uura gad aanaa basement 
bukkee side 

bukoo dough 
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bulbilamuu (v,) ring 

bulchaa (adj.) chief 
bulchiinsa administration, district 
bulchuu (v.) harbor 

buna coffee 

buphaa egg 

buqqee mataa skull 
buqqisanii dhaabuu transplant 
burcuqqoo glass 

burqaa spring (of water) 
burtukana orange 

busaa fever 

busha’aa inexpensive, cheap 
butuu kidnap 

buufata station 

buufata atoobisii bus terminal 
buufata baaburaa train station 
buufata lafakeessaa metro station 
buufata poolisii police station 
buufata xiyyaaraa airport 
buufatatti fiduu dock 
buunyaan rukuutuu (v.) box 
buusaa seam 

buusuu pour 


C 


caalaa (adyv.) more / (n.) excess 

caaqulaa honeymoon 

cabaa broken 

cabbaa’uu (adj.) frozen / (v.) snow, freeze 
cabbeessaa refrigerator 

cabbii (n.) ice; snow 


Oromo-ENGLISH DICTIONARY 17 


cabbii irra sigigaachuu (v.) ski 
cabbii ta’uu (v.) snow 

cabuu (v.) break 

callisa quiet 

callisee ordinary 

cancala chain 

caqasuu listen, hear 

carraa guddaa fortune 
carraqabeessa lucky 
ceessisuu transfer 

cheekii (n.) (monetary) check 
chokkolaataa chocolate 
cimaa serious 

cimdii pair 

cina side 

ciniinnaa ilbiisaa insect bite 
ciniinuu bite 

ciqilee wrist 

ciree breakfast 

cirracha sand 

citaa piece 

cittuu parcel 

commee mushroom 

cooma fat 

cufaa (adj.) close / (n.) zipper 
cufamaa (adv.) off / (adj.) closed 
cuftuu zipper, button, lid 
cuftuu bishaanii faucet 
cufuu (v.) close, shut, lock 
cuqqaaltuu lid 

cuunfaa juice 
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da’umsa delivery 

daa’ima baby, infant, child, kid 

daadhii hennedhabaa wine 

daahannoo cave 

daakuu (n.) flour / (v.) swim 

daandii aisle; avenue, road, route 

daandii dhiphoo alley, lane 

daandii hadiidaa railroad 

daandii miilaa path 

daandii qalloo lane 

daandii qilleensaa airline 

daangaa (n.) border, limit; territory 

daangaa magaalaa suburb 

daangaa Saffisaa speed limit 

daangessuu (v.) limit 

daaraa ash, dust 

daarzaanii dozen 

daawwachuu (v.) visit 

daawwannaa (n.) visit 

daawwataa visitor 

daawwattuu visitor 

daawwii (n.) visit 

daawwitii mirror 

dabalata (adv.) more, also, again / (n.) bonus, extra 

dabarsuu postpone; transfer; spend; pump, pipe; 
deliver 

dachaa double 

dachee earth 

daddabarsuu infect 

daddafaa quick 

daddaffii (adv.) soon / (v.) hurry 
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daddarbaa contagious 
dadhabbii (n.) tiredness 
dadhabuu (hammaa ol) (v.) exhaust, tire 
dafqa sweat 

dagaaguu flourish 

daggala woods 

dalaala dance 

daldala trade, business 
daldalaa merchant 

dallaa fence 

damma honey 

dammaqaa awake 
dammagsaa alarm 
dammagqsaa yeroo balaa abiddaa fire alarm 
dammaquu (v.) wake 
danda’uu (v.) able, can 

danqaa barrier 

danqaa karaa jam (backup) 
danquu (v.) trap 

dansa good, nice 

daqiiqaa minute 

daraboo partner, associate, friend 
darbachuu throw 

darbedarbee rare 

dargaggoo young 

dasiiba ordinary 

deebi’ee ka’uu flare 

deebi’ uu turn; return 

deebii reply 

deebisanii fayyadamuu recycle 
deebisuu return 

deemsa (n.) walk; trip 

deemsa miilaa hike 
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deemuu (v.) go, walk, travel; (past of ‘leave’) left 
deeski desk 

deeskii odeeffannoo information desk, front desk 
deggeraa activist; assistant 
deggeruu assist 

dha’uu (v.) shoot 

dha’uu (huccuuf) knit 
dhaabata crutches 
dhaabbachiisaa (n.) brake 
dhaabbachuu stand, halt, stop 
dhaabbata institution, agency 
dhaabbataa permanent 
dhaabbii (v.) stop, layover 
dhaabuu (v.) park 

dhaamaa (adv/ adj.) off 
dhabuu lose 

dhadhaa butter; cream 
dhaga’uu hear 

dhagaa stone 

dhagaa guddaa (n.) rock 
dhaggeeffachuu listen 

dhaha calendar 

dhalaa female 

dhalanamaa human 

dhalataa biyyaa native 
dhamdhama (n.) taste 
dhamdhamuu (v) taste 
dhangagga’aa sour 
dhangala’aa fluid, liquid 
dheebuu thirsty 

dheedhii raw 

dheeraa long 

dhibba hundred 
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dhibbentaa percent 

dhibee disease 

dhibee adda baasuu diagnosis 
dhibee baruu diagnosis 

dhibee deemsaa motion sickness 
dhibee ilkaanii toothache 

dhibee qabu painful 

dhibee shukkaaraa diabetes 
dhibee wayyeessaa painkiller 
dhidhimuu drown 

dhiha west 

dhiheenya nearby 

dhihoo near 

dhiibbaa influence 

dhiibuu push 

dhiifama (n.) apology; pardon / (adj.) sorry 
dhiifama gaafachuu (v.) apologize; pardon 
dhiifama gochuu (n.) more, excess / (v.) forgive 
dhiiga blood 

dhiiguu bleed 

dhiilgee purple 

dhiisuu leave, ignore, undo, cancel 
dhiita swelling 

dhiitoo blister 

dhiituu kick 

dhikkisa pulse 

dhimma case, issue, purpose 
dhimma godaansaa immigration 
dhiphaa narrow 

dhiphachuu (v.) worry 

dhiphina (7.) worry 

dhigachuu bath 

dhiquu bathe, wash 
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dhiyaachuu (n.) access 

dhoksaa secret 

dhoksuu conceal 

dhoqqee mud 

dhorkaa prohibit 

dhorkamaa (adj.) restricted 
dhorkuu prohibit; protect 
dhowuu avoid 

dhufuu come 

dhugaa (adj.) true, actual / (n.) justice 
dhugaa bahuu admit 

dhugaatii beverage, drink; liquor 
dhuguu (v.) drink 

dhuka’aa bomb 

dhukaasuu (v.) shot 

dhukkuba (n.) illness, disease / (adj.) sick 
dhukkubbii pain 

dhukuba mataa cimaa migraine 
dhukubsachuu sick 
dhukubsataa (n.) patient 
dhukubsataa shukkaaaa diabetic 
dhuma end 

dhumaa last 

dhume sold out 

dhungachuu kiss 

dibaabee umbrella 

dibata cosmetics 

dibata haaddii shaving cream 
dibata miidhaa aduu ittisu sunblock 
diddama twenty 

diddoo saffisaan oofan highway 
diidaa foreign 

diimaa red 
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diimachuu flush 

diina enemy 

diinagdee economy 

diividii DVD 

dikilarasiyoonii customs declaration 
dimokirasii democracy 
dingisiisaa surprise; puzzle 
diraamaa drama 

diraamaa muuziqaa opera 
diriiraa flat | 

dirree beach; plain, field, ground 
dirree hojjii field of study 

do’ii scenery 

dodiraantii deodorant 
doggoggora incorrect, wrong 
dogoggoraan hubachuu misunderstanding 
doktoora doctor 

donnicha potato 

dookimentii document 

doolara dollar 

doonii ship 

dooniin imaluu sail 

dooyaa platform 

doqdoqqee motorcycle 

du’a die 

du’aa dead 

du’uu die 

dubartii lady, woman 
dubbachuu speak, talk 

dubbii qolaa idiom 

dubbisuu (v,) read / (n.) greeting 
dudda (prep.) back to 
dugaammaa truth 
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dukkaana shop, supermarket 

dukkaana gorichaa pharmacy 

dukkana tent 

dukkana suphaa repair shop 

dulloomaa old 

dungoo lamp 

dura (prep.) before / (n.) front 

durba girl 

Durbee Ms. (title) 

durbii (dhalaaf) niece; (dhiiraaf) nephew 
dursa early 

dursaanii qabachuu (v.) reserve (a room, etc.) 
duuba (prep.) back, behind 

duudaa deaf 

duukaa follow 

duukkana dark 

duumessa fog 

duwwaa empty, vacant, zero 


E 


Ebla April 

Echi’ayvii HIV 

eebba bless 

eedsii AIDS 

eegaluu resume, start 
eegan ZOO 

eegduu (n.) guard 
eeggachiisaa (n.) snack 
eeguu wait; watch, guard 
eela well (for water) 
eelee beddee pan 
eenyu who 
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eenyumeessaa ID card 
eenyummeessuu identification 
eeruu recommend 

eessa where 

eessayyuu nowhere 

eessuma uncle 


eeyyee yes 

ejensii agency 

ejersa olive 
ejjennoo (n.) step 
elektirikii electric 
envelooppii envelope 
ergaa message 
ergamaa messenger 
ergamtuu messenger 
erguu send 

ETM ATM 


F 


faaksii (n.) fax 

faaksii gochuu (v.) fax 
faalama pollution 
faalamaa infected 
faallaa against, opposite 
faaluu infect 

faana bu’uu follow 
faana dha’ uu trail 
faana miilaa footpath 
faantoo sandals 
faarmaasii pharmacy 
faaruu song 

faayaa jewelry 
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faayaa aartii folk art 
faayaa mormaa necklace 
faayidaa (n.) use 
fagoo away, far 
fakkata seem 
fakkeenya example 
fakkii picture 
fal’aana spoon 
farda horse 
farra cabbii antifreeze 
farra dhibee antibiotics 
farra ilbiisaa insect repellant 
farra xurii detergent 
fayyaa health 
fayyaalessa neutral 
fayyadamanii kan gatan disposable 
fayyadamuu (v.) use 
fayyisuu cure 
fe’umsa (n.) load 
fe’uu (v.) load 
fedha (n.) demand 
fedha guutuu supplies 
fedhaan of kennaa (n.) volunteer 
fedhaan of kennuu (v.) volunteer 
fedhuu (v.) need, want, seek 
fi and 
fiduu bring 
fiiguu run 
fiilmii film, movie 
fiixee (n.) tip 
fiixee peak 
filachuu prefer, select, vote, weigh 
 filannoo election, selection, option 
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filatamaa quality 
fileeshii flashlight 
filuu (v.) comb, pick 
finca’aa fountain 
finciltoota rebellion 
finciluu rebel 

fira relative 

firaashii mattress 
fireenii (n.) brake 
firii product; seed 
fixame sold out 
fixuu spend, exhaust 
foddaa window 
foolii odor, smell 
foolii gaarii flavor 
foolii urgaa flavor 
foon meat 

foon booyyee pork 
foon saawaa beef 
foonaa campground 
fooricuu (v.) whistle 
fooxaa towel 

fooxaa qaamaa bath towel 
fooyyessaa dhibee antiseptic 
fooyyessuu retrieve 
fudhachuu accept, receive, take 
fuduraa fruit 
Fulbaana September 
funaanuu collect 
funyaan nose 
funyoo rope, cord 
fura aisle 
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furmaata (n.) remedy 
furtuu key 

fuudhuu pick; marry; lift 
fuula face, view; page 
fuuldura front; future 


G 


ga’umsa arrival 

ga’uu (v.) arrive / (n.) access, arrival 

gaa’ila marriage 

gaaduu trail 

gaafachuu ask, question, request, require 

gaaffii (n.) query, question, request 

gaalee phrase 

gaara mountain 

gaararraa lizard 

gaarii (adj.) good, nice, pleasant / (n.) cab, cart / 
(interjection) well 

gaaritti dubbachuu fluent 

gaazii gasoline 

gaazixessa journalist 

gabaa marketplace 

gabaabaa short 

gabaabduu short 

gabaasa report 

gabaasaa reporter, announcer 

gabatee plate 

gabbiinaa cab 

gad-fagoo deep 

gad’aanaa low 

gadaanaa less 

gadabbaa’uu drowsy 
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gadda sad 
gaddaa unhappy 

gaddhiisa withdrawal 
gaddhiisuu withdraw 
gaddisiisuu offend 

gadhee bad 

gadhiisuu (v.) (past of ‘leave’) left 
gadi jedhaa ramp 

gadibu’aa discount 

gadijallaa bottom 

gadilakkisa withdrawal 
gadilakkisuu withdraw 
gaga’ama risk 

gaggabuu epileptic 

gahaa enough 

gahaa kan hintaane insufficient 
gaheessa adult 

galaana ocean 

galagalchuu copy; reverse 
galgala (adv.) down / (n.) evening 
galii income 

galma hall 

galma fiilmii movie theater 
galma tiyaatiraa movie theater 
galmee registration 

galmee deemsaa itinerary 
galmee jechootaa dictionary 
galmeessuu (v.) record, score 
gammachuu fun, ammenities 
gammadaa zealous 

gammaduu happy 

gammoojii desert 

gamoo building 
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ganama morning 
ganda village 
ganjala below 
ganna summer 
gara across 
garaa stomach 
garaa hammeessaa nausea 
garaakaasaa diarrhea 
gararraa (prep.) above, over 
garba sea 
garee (n.) type, group, league 
gargaaraa assistant 
gargaarsa (n.) help, aid, aide 
gargaarsa qajeelchaa directory assistance 
gargaaruu aid, assist 
garraamii innocent, kind 
garraamummaa hospitality 
garuu but 
gatamaa trash 
gateettii shoulder 
gatii price 
gatii kutaa room rate 
gatuu lose 

| geeba cup 

__ geejiba transport 

| geejiba buufata xiyyaaraa airport tax 
geejiba uummataa public transportation 
geengoo circle 
geessuu Carry 
geggeessaa leader 
gemmii stove 
gibira (n.) tax 
giddu galeessa (adj.) medium 
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gidduu (n.) middle / (prep.) among 
gidduu galuu intruder 
gidduu seenuu intruder 
giiftil queen 

giraamii gram 

gita hojii occupation 

gocha act, activity 

gochima verb 

gochoomsuu (v.) act 

gochuu do 

godaannisa seam; scar 
godaansa navigation 
godaantota immigrant 
godina province 

gogaa (n.) leather, skin / (adj.) dry 
gogiinsa garaa constipated 
gogsuu (v.) dry 

golee corner 

gommaa rubber 

gommaa qilleensa yaase flat tire 
goorduuba salon 

gorsa gaafachuu consult 
gorsuu consult 

gosa tribe 

gowwomsa fraud, trick 
gowwomsuu (v.) trick 
gubbaa top 

gubboo kennuu (v.) bribe 
guboo bittaa shopping basket 
guddaa big, large 

guddina promotion 
guddisuu rear 

gudeeduu (n./v.) rape 
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gufuu barrier 

gugee pigeon 

gulufsiisuu ride 

gumii party 

gumuruk customs 
Guraandhala February 
gurgurame sold 

gurgurtaa sell 

gurguruu (n.) sale / (v.) sell 
gurra ear 

gurraacha black 

gusachuu save 

gutummaa entire 

guutuu fill, full 

guyyaa day; noon, midday 
guyyaa bara New Year’s Day 
guyyaa dhalootaa birthday, date of birth 
guyyaa dhumaa deadline 
guyyaa hojii weekday 
guyyaa hojiin hinjirre holiday 
guyyaafi bara date 


H 


haada rope, cord, cable 
haadaa TV cable TV 
haadha mother 
| haadhawarraa wife 
haadhoo queen 
haaduu (v.) shave / (n.) knife 
haala state; scene 
haala dubbii accent 
haala qilleensaa climate, weather 
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haala rakkisaa carry-on 
haaluu deny 

haaraa new 

hadhawaa bitter 

hadiida rail 

hafaa (adj.) spare 

hafuura baafachuu (v.) breathe 
hafuura baafachuu dhabuu choke 
Hagayya August 

haguugaa madaa tape 
haguuguu conceal, cover 
halkan (adyv.) overnight / (n.) night 
halkan guutuu (adv) overnight 
halkan walakkaa midnight 
hallayyaa cliff 

halluu color 

hamma (n.) amount, size / (adyv.) until 
hamma guddaa maximum 
hamma tilmaamaa about 
hamma tokko some, thing 
hamma xinnoo minimum 
hamma yaadame exact 
hammaa ol overdose 
hammachuu hug 

hamoo hostile 

hamsoolaa sheet 

hanaadhufu (v.) welcome 
handhoora kaameeraa lens 
hanga (n.) size / (adv.) until 
hangafa senior 

hanna corrupt 

hanna suugqii shoplifting 
hanniisaa energy 
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hanqaaquu egg 

hantuuta mouse, rat 

haphee glue 

haqa justice 

haquu cancel, wipe 

har’a today 

har’a galgala tonight 

harbuu fig 

hareeda moustache 

hariifataa (adj.) fast 

hariiroo relationship 

harka hand 

harka afurkeessaa tokko (fraction) quarter 
harka dha’uu clap 

harka kennuu (v.) surrender 

harkisuu pull 

haroo lake 

harraba insult 

hatamaa stolen 

hatattama instant 

hattuu thief 

hatuu steal, rob 

haxaa’uu wipe 

hayyama license, permit, permission 
hayyama konkolaachisaa driver’s license 
hayyama qurxummii qabu fishing license 
hayyamamaa (n.) volunteer / (adj.) allowed 
hayyamamuu (v.) volunteer 

hayyamuu allow, permit 

hedduu many, much 

heera constitution 

heeraa tall 

heerumuu marry 
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heloo hello 

hendheba grape 

herrega account; math 
herrega baankii bank account 
hidda dhiigaa vein 

hidhaa (n.) tie; arrest; chain 
hidhaa gudiinfaa knot 
hidhamaa prisoner 

hidhii lip 

hidhuu (1) tie; arrest 

hiika interpretation 

hiikaa interpreter, translator 
hiikkachuu accusation 
hiikuu interpret, translate 
hiituu boloonii screwdriver 
hilatamaa guilty 

hima sentence 

himachuu accuse 

himuu tell 

hinjiraan lice 

hintala daughter 

hir’ata dhiigaa anemic 
hirachuu (v.) share 

hiriyaa companion, friend, partner 
hiriyaa dhiiraa boyfriend 
hiriyaa durbaa girlfriend 
hirmaata ratio 

hirree arm 

hiruu (v.) share 
hiyyummaa poverty 

ho’a heat, warm 

ho’a kan dabarsu conductor 
ho’aa hot; fresh 
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ho’iinsa temperature 
hodhaa stitch 
hodhuu sew, seam 
hogganaa (adj.) chief / (n.) conductor 
hogganaa taphaa (n.) referee 
hogganuu (v.) referee 
hojii job, work, business, occupation; thing 
hojii ala gochuu (v.) break 
hojii waliigalaa (n.) general 
hojjechiisaa employer 
hojjechuu (v.) work, do, make 
hojjetaa employee 
hojjettoota staff (business) 
hojjettuu servant 
hojjettuu mana maid 
holqa cave 
homaa nothing 
hoolaa sheep 
hoomisha product 
hoossisuu itch 
horii animal, cattle; money 
horii guddaa fortune 
| horsiisuu rear 
| horuu bread 
hospitaala hospital 
hosteela hostel 
hoteela hotel 
hubachuu understand 
hubachuu dhabuu misunderstanding 
huccuu cloth, fabric 
huccuu faayyaa ribbon 
huccuu fuula ittiin haguugan veil 
hulluuqsaa tunnel 
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humna authority, power 
humna namaa personal 
hunda all, entire, every 


‘I 


ibaata nyaachuu dine 

ibsaa announcer; lamp 

ibsaa kaameeraa flashlight 
ibsuu explain 

iccitii secret 

ida’uu add 

idaa debt 

iddattoo sample 

iddoo place, scene 

iddoo ashaakiltii (n.) garden 
iddoo awwaalaa cemetery 
iddoo banaa vacancy 

iddoo baqaa refuge 

iddoo baqaa sanctuary 
iddoo bineensa itti tursan Zoo 
iddoo cisichaa bedroom 
iddoo daakaa pool 

iddoo dhaabbii (n.) parking; park 
iddoo dhiqannaa shower 
iddoo duwwaa vacancy 
iddoo ga’imsaa destination 
iddoo godaansaa sanctuary 
iddoo irra deemamu floor 


iddoo itti hinxuuxamne non-smoking 
iddoo itti walargan intersection 
iddoo jireenyaa accommodation 
iddoo kadhannaa chapel 
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jddoo kophaa quarantine 

jddoo kopha galeessa quarantine 
jddoo kuduraafi fuduraa orchard 
jddoo maallaqi ka’amu safe 
jddoo qubannaa (n.) park 

jddoo quilaa bashannanan nudist beach 
jddoo sakatta’aa checkpoint 
jddoo tokkotti baay’achuu crowd 
jddoo waa ka’an trunk 

jddootti deebisuu revive, retrieve 
idilee formal; regular 

ifa xinnoo flash 

ifaa (adj.) plain / (n.) light 

ija eye; view; seed 

jja kaameeraa lens 

jjoo main 

ilaa hello 

ilaaluu look, view, watch 

ilbiisa insect, pest 

ilillii flower 

ilkaan tooth 

ilma boy; son 

ilmoo hoolaa lamb 

imala (n.) trip 

imala dhaqaa galaa round-trip 
imaluu travel 

imbaasii embassy 

imeelii e-mail 

infeekshinii infection 

injinara engineer 

insuliinii insulin 

intarneetii Internet 

intarneetii shiboo malee wireless Internet 
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irbaata dinner 

irra On; across 

irra deebi’uu repeat 
irraa baasuu remove 
irraanfachuu forget 
irree muscle 

irsaasii pencil 

isa he; it 

isaan they 

isee she 

ishe it 

ishee she 

isin you (pl.) 
iskaanarii scanner 
iskileetarii escalator 
iskiriinii screen 
ispoortii sport; gym 
istaadoomii stadium 
istoovii stove 

itittuu yogurt 

itti aanee next to 

itti cufuu lock out 

itti fufuu resume 

itti gaafatamaa officer 
itti galuu (v.) entry / (v.) enter, step 
itti makamuu join 
ittigaafatamaa (adj.) chief 
ittisaa ulfaa contraceptive 
ittistuu tag 

ittisuu protect; avoid 
ittoo sauce 

iyyachuu appeal 
iyyuu shout; siren 
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ja’a six 
jaakkeettii jacket 
jaal’achuu (v.) like, love; taste 
jaalala (v.) love, romance 
jaamaa blind 
jaarraa century 
jaatama sixty 
jabaa concrete, hard 
jabanaa shaayee kettle 
jabanaa sibiilaa kettle 
jabeessituu boloonii screwdriver 
jal’achuu detour 
jala under 
jalbultii bara New Year’s Eve 
jaldeessa monkey 
jalqaba dawn, beginning 
jalqabuu start 
janxilaa umbrella 
jecha word 

| jechuu say 

| jeeqaa terrorist 
jeequmsa mystery; trouble, violence 
jeequmsa garaa nausea 
jeequu disturb, riot; alter 
jerjeraa (adj.) fast 
jerjersuu hurry 
ji’a moon; month 
jiinsii jeans 
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jilba knee 

Jimaata Friday 

jira available 

jiraachuu (v,) live 
jiraataa alive 

jiraattota civilian; occupant 
jirbii cotton 

jireenya life 

jireenya dhuunfaa privacy 
jirma trunk 

joogii(kan bishaanii) jug 
jorgoo straight 


K 


ka’uu (n.) departure / (v.) wake 
kaa’uu (v.) keep 

kaaba north 

kaaba bahaa northeast 
kaaba dhihaa northwest 
kaaffee café 

kaalsii socks 

kaameeraa camera 
kaardii card 

kaardii bilbilaa phone card 
kaardii liqaa credit card 
kaarotii carrot 

kaartaa map 

kaartaa daandii road map 
kaartaa karaa road map 
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kaasuu lift 

kaayyoo view; plan 

kabaja (n.) respect 

kabaja malee impolite 
kabajamaa sacred 

kabajuu (v.) respect 

kachoo basket 

kadhaa pray 

kadhachuu pray 

kadhattuu beggar 

kafaltii paid 

kaffaaltii (n.) charge 
kaffaaltii tajaajilaa commission 
kaffaltii express; fee, payment 
kaffaltii addaa royalty 
kaffaltii daandii (n.) toll 
kaffaltii daandii kaffaluu (,) toll 
kaffaltii ergaa poostaa postage 
kaffaltii lammee repayment 
kaffaluu (v.) pay; cash 

kakaa swear 

kakachuu swear 

kala ijaa eyeglasses 

kalee kidney 

kaleessa yesterday 

kallattii direction 

kallattii deemsaa navigation 
kallattiin (adj.) live 

kamisa Thursday 

kamuu any 

kan aadaa traditional, special 
kan abdatamu reliable 

kan addaa unusual 
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kan ashaakiltii vegetarian 
kan Awurooppaa European 
kan bade lost 


kan balaa qabu hazard 

kan barame normal 

kan biyyaa native 

kan boodaa later 

kan caalu most 

kan darbe last 

kan deemuu portable 

kan dhihoo intimate 

kan dhuunfaa private 

kan duddatti baatamu backpack 
kan duraa senior 

kan duraan hinbeekamne unfamiliar 
kan dursanii qaban reservation 
kan halluu itti godhu dye 

kan harkaa (n.) manual 

kan hatame stolen 

kan heerumte married 

kan hinbaramne unusual 

kan hinfuune (m.) single 

kan hinhafne mandatory 

kan hinheerumne (f.) single 
kan hintolle uncomfortable 

kan itti aanu next 

kan jaalalaa romantic 

kan lafaa (adj.) ground 

kan madaa’e (adj.) sore 

kan mana domestic 

kan manaan ala (adj.) outdoor 
kan mijanne uncomfortable 
kan namatti tolu mild 
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kan qunnaman (n.) associate 
kan raffisu sedative 

kan Salphaatti miidhamu sensitive 
kan sammuu mental 

kan sammuun darbe mad 
kan seera tumu legislature 
kan Sibiilaan tolfame railroad 
kan tasaa emergency 

kan uumamaa organic 

kan uummataa public 

kan waggaa annual 

kan yeroo seasonal 

kan yeroo gabaabaa temporary 
kan yeroo maraa casual 

kana this 

kanbiroo other 

kandurii classic 

kanfuudhe married 
kanheerumte married 
kannateeraa shirt 

kanniisa bee 

kaphee mucuccoo (n.) skate 
kar-tokkee one-way 

kara bahaa exit 

karaa (n.) avenue, road, route / (prep.) through 
karaa jala darbamu tunnel 
karaa lafoo pavement 
karadeemaa passenger 
karameellaa candy 

karoora plan, project, program 
karoorsuu (v.) sight 

karra guddaa lobby 

kashii cake 
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katee skirt 

keekii cake 

keemikaala chemical 
keenya our 

keenyaa wall 

keessa inside 

keessaa among 

keessaan through 
keessummaa guest; stranger 
keessummeessa hospitality 
keessummeessuu serve 
kennaa gift 

kennaa tajaajilaa (v.) tip 
kennuu (v.) give, deliver / (n.) supplies 
kibba south 

Kibxata Tuesday 
kiilomeetira kilometer 
kiisii pocket 

kilabii club 

kilinika clinic 

killaa fence 

killee egg 

kilogiraama kilogram 
kiniinii pill 

kiniinii hirribaa sedative 
kiraa (n.) rent 

kiraanchii crutches 
kireeffachuu (v.) rent 
kireemii cream 

kireessuu (v.) rent 

kirkira dachee earthquake 
kirrii hodhaa stitch 
kitaaba book 
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kitaaba qajeelchaa guidebook 
kitaaba quiqulluu bible 
kitila million 
kiyyeessuu (v.) trap 
kiyyoo (n.) trap; fishing rod 
ko’ummaa busy 
kobbee pen 
koko’aa cocoa 
kokonaatii coconut 
kolfi (v.) smile 
kolfuu (v.) laugh, smile 
koluglaa refugee 
koluu galuu refuge 

- komachuu accuse; appeal 

; komii complain 
kompiitar computer 
konkiriitii (n.) concrete 
konkolaataa automobile, car, vehicle; traffic 
konkolaataa elektirikaa trolley 
konkolaataa fe’umsaa truck 
konkolaataa keessa rafamu sleeping car 
konkolachisuu drive 
kontoraata contract 
konyaa province 
koo (pron.) mine 
koochoo wing 
koodii password 
koodii bilbilaa dialing code 
koodii biyyaa country code 
koodii poostaa postal code 
koofiyyaa hat 
kookii peach 
koondomii condom 
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kooraa saddle 


kootii coat 

kootiifi surree (clothing) suit 

kopha galeessa (adj.) single 

kophaa private 

kophee shoe 

kophee salphaa sandals 

kora conference 

korma sa’aa bull 

korojoo bag, purse 

korojoo dugdaa knapsack 

korojoo harkaa suitcase 

korojoo keessa rafamu sleeping bag 
korojoo maallaqaa wallet 
korojootti walitti qabuu (v.) pack 
koronyoo ankle 

kortoo escalator 

kortoo gamoo elevator 

kortoo xiyyaaraa ramp 

kosii litter, trash 

kosomootiksii cosmetics 

kubbaa ball 

kubbaa kachoo basketball 

kubbaa miilaa football (soccer) 
kubbaaniyaa company 

kudha afur fourteen 
kudha ja’a sixteen ; 
kudha saddeet eighteen : 
kudha tokko eleven 

kudha torba seventeen 

kudhalama twelve 

kudhan ten 

kudhasagal nineteen 
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kudhashan fifteen 

kuduraa vegetable; artichoke 
kuduraa qgofa nyaatu vegetarian 
kuduraa sanyii dabaaqulaa melon 
kufuu (v.) fall 

kuma thousand 

kunuunsa daa’imaa childcare 
kunuunsuu treat 

kurkurii cab; cart 

kurmaana decade 

kushiinaa kitchen 

kutaa class, section; room 

kutaa balaa tasaa emergency room 
kutaa dhigannaa bathroom 
kutaa dhuunfaa private room 
kutaa irbaata dining room 
kutaa keessatti indoor 

kutaa qofaa private room 

kutaa yaalii library 

kutuu cut 

kuusaa depot; deposit 

kuusaa bishaanii reservoir 
kuusuu deposit 


L 


laafaa loose, soft 
laagaa throat 
laamsha’aa disabled 
laaqana lunch 

laastikii rubber; plastic 
labooba wing; flame 
labsuu declare 
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lafa (n.) ground, land; floor 

lafa irra (adj.) ground 

lafa jala underground, basement 
lafa qarqara galaanaa basin, coast 
lafaa earthquake 

lafee bone 

lafee cinaachaa rib 

lafee dugdaa spine 

lafoo pedestrian 

laga river 

lagoo casual 

lakki no 

lakkoofsa number 

lakkoofsa balali’aa flight number 
lakkoofsa baraa calendar 
lakkoofsa daabboo loaf 
lakkoofsa teessoo seat number 
lakkooftuu saffisaa speedometer 
lakkuu twin 

lakoofsa bilbilaa phone number 
lallaafaa (adj.) smooth 
lammaffaa (adj.) second (ordinal number) 
lammee again 

lammee kaffaluu repay 

lammii citizen 

lammii diidaa foreigner 

lammii yihuudaa Jew 
laptooppii laptop 

lawunjii lounge 

leccaloo property 

liccisoo dive 

liitiroo liter 

lilmoo syringe 
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Jimmoo needle 

jiqaa (n.) credit, loan 
liqeeffachuu (v.) loan 
liqimsuu (v.) swallow 

lola (n.) battle, war, violence 
Jolaa flood 

Joltuu army, soldier, military 
Joltuu galaanaa irraa (n.) navy (military) 
loomii lemon 

loon cattle 

Jubbuun turuu (v.) live 
Juka leg 

Jukkuu chicken 

luqqisee drawer 


M 


ma’ikiroweevii microwave 
maal what 

maalee except 

maalif why 

maallaqa currency, cash 
maallaqa deebi’u (n.) refund 
maallaqa deebisuu (v.) refund 
maaloo please 

maamila client, customer 
maankaa spoon 

maashina machine 

maashina uffata miiccu washing machine 
maatii family; parent 

maayila mile 

macha’aa drunk 

madaa (n.) sore, injury 


Oromo-ENGLISH DICTIONARY 51 


madda (of water) source, spring; lighting 
madde small 

magaala brown 

magaalaa city, town 

magaazii (n.) saw 

magariisa green 

makaanikii mechanic 

makaddaa pillow 

makiinaa vehicle 

makoodii pigeon 

mala system 

malaanmala corrupt 

malee without 

mallattoo sign, symbol, tag; signature 
mallattoo dhibee symptom 

mana (n.) home, house, shelter / (adj.) indoor 
mana adabaa prison 

mana amantii temple 

mana barnootaa school 

mana boroo (n.) garden 

mana ciree café 

mana daabboo bakery 

mana dhugaatii (n.) bar (place for drinking) 
mana fincaanii lavatory, toilet 

mana fincaanii uummataa public toilet 
mana hidhaa jail, prison 

mana horii cage 

mana kadhannaa church, synagogue 
mana maree parliament 

mana miiccaa huccuu laundry 

mana murtii court 

mana nyaataa restaurant . 

mana nyaataa xinnoo inn 
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mana poostaa post office 

mana Sagadaa guddaa cathedral 

mana-dhabeeyyii homeless 

manaan ala (n.) outdoors 

mandhee cage 

mankuusa store, convenience store 

mankuusa kitaabaa bookstore 

mankuusa mi’a hinbarbaachisnee secondhand 
store 

mankuusa muummee department store 

mankuusa gorichaa drugstore 

maqaa name 

maqaa maatii surname 

maqasii scissors 

maquu detour 

mara every 

maraa parcel; bandage 

maraataa mad 

marga grass; herb 

marii wheel 

marshii gear 

maruu (v.) wrap 

maseenaa sterile 

maskiida mosque 

mataa head; noodles 

matta’aa (v.) bribe 

maxxansa newspaper 

maxxansaa printer 

mee please 

meeshaa equipment, tool; furniture; goods; baggage 

meeshaa durii antique 

meeshaa gargaarsa duraa first-aid kit 

meeshaa guutuu kan qabu furnished 
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meeshaa ifaa baasu lighting 
meeshaa ispoortii sports 
meeshaa jabina qaamaa sports 
meeshaa muuziqaa musical instrument 
meeshaa siree bedding 
meeshaa suphee pottery 
meetira meter 

mi’a luggage, baggage 

mi’a manaa Suite 

mi’aa expensive; sweet 
mi’aawaa delicious 
mi’eessituu seasoning 
micciiruu seam 

midhaan cereal 

midijjaa (ovanii) oven 
miiccuu wash 

miidhaa (n.) damage, attack 
miidhaa qaamaa concussion 
miidhaa sammuu concussion 
miidhama injury 

miidhuu (.) attack, assault, harm, hurt, infect 
miila foot; leg 

miindaa salary 

miira vein 

mijachuu fit 

mijataa convenient 

mijawaa comfortable 

mijeessa qilleensaa air conditioning 
milaacii razor 

minjaala table 

mirga (n.) right 

mirga namaa human rights 
mirkaneessuu confirm 
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miseensa member 

miseensa Seenetii senator 
miseensota staff (in business) 
misooma bu’uuraa infrastructure 
mo’uu win 

moloksee nun 

moodasii tampon 

mooksa (n.) trick 

mooksuu (v.) trick 

mooqa soup 

mooraa campground, camp 
mootummaa government, state 
morma neck 

mormii argument, protest 
mormuu disagree 

moteela motel 

motoora engine, motor 
mucaa infant 

mucuca (7.) skate 
mucucaachuu (v.) skate 
muda foonii steak 
mudannoo event 

Mudde December 

mufannaa allergy 

mul’isuu (v.) show 

muraa piece 

muraa foonii steak 

muraasa some 

murmuu argue 

murta’aa (n.) limit 
murteessuu (v.) limit; decide, judge 
murtii decision 

muruu cut 
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muuxannoo experience 
muuzii banana 
muziqaa music 
muziyemii museum 


N 


naamusa (n.) courtesy / (adj.) polite 

naamusa kan hinqabne rude 

naana’ee vanilla 

naanaa vanilla 

naannoo (n.) area, region / (adv.) around 

nagaa greeting 

nagaa gaafachuu greeting 

nagahee receipt, bill : 
nagahee gurgurtaa sales receipt ; 
nageenya peace, security 

nahuu scare 

nama man, person 

nama carraa tilmaamu fortuneteller 
nama dhuunfaa individual 

nama kamuu anybody 

nama qurxummii qabu fisherman 
nama tokko anyone, someone 
namatti dhaga’aamuu feel 
namoota people 

narsii nurse 

nartuu package 

narvii nerve 

ni argama available 

ni danda’ama possibly 

niyukileera nuclear 

nooraa lime 
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nu we 
nuti we (when ‘nuti’ is used as a subject) 
nuusa acre (0.4 hectares) 

nyaachuu eat 

nyaata food, meal 

nyaata akka saambusaa pie 

nyaata ariifatee qaqqabu fast food 
nyaata gaarii kosher 

nyaata galaanaa seafood 

nyaata tursaa (n.) snack 


O 


Obbo Mr., sir (title) 

obboleessa brother 

obboleettii sister 

obonboleettii storm 

obsa patience 

ocholoonii nuts, peanuts 
odeeffannoo tip, information 
odeeffannoo gaafachuu inquiry 
odeeffannoo qorachuu inquiry 
odola island 

oduu news 

of eeggannoo warning 

of eeguu beware 

of ibsuu introduce oneself 

of keessummeessuu self-service 
of tajaajiluu self-service 

ofiin hojjetaa automatic 

ofiin kan dabarsu automatic transmission 
ogeessa professional 

ogeessa fayyaa physician 
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ogeessa gamoo architecture 
ogeessa ilkaanii dentist 
ogeessa nyaataa chef 
ogeessa sammuu psychologist 
ogeettii fayyaa nurse 

ogummaa art 

ogummaa bocaa engraving 
okkotee jar, pot 

oktaapus octopus 

ol (adv.) up / (n.) ramp 

ol aanaa maximum 

ol ka’a lafaa altitude 

ol ka’aa (n.) peak / (adj.) (sagalee) loud 
ol kaa’uu save 

ollaa neighbor 

ollummaa neighborhood 

ona district 

onkoloolessa October 

onnee heart 

oppireetara operator 

orijinaala original 

orma foreign 


P 


paartii party 
paaspoortii passport 
paasta pasta 

paasta dheeraa noodles 
paastii pastry 
paaswoordii password 
paawundii (7.) pound 
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paayil pie 

eedaalii pedal 
peedaalii boba’aa accelerator (gas pedal) 
peedaalii to’ataa clutch pedal 
peennaa pen 
pi’aanoo piano 
pilaastikii plastic 
piraamiidii pyramid 
pireedii menstruation 
pirezidaantii president 
piriintara printer 
pirofeesara professor 
pirojectii project 
pirotestaantii Protestant 
poolisii police 
poostaa envelope 
postikaardii postcard 


Q 


qaa’oo (n.) rock 

qaama body; organ 

qaama aduun gube sunburn 
qaama geeddaramu spare part 
qaama hir’uu handicapped 
qaama hirrataa disability 
qaaraa pepper 

qaba ought 

qabaachuu (v.) own 
qabachuu (v.) keep 
qabamtoota hostage 
gabattoo balaa ittisu safety 
qabattoo teessoo seat belt 
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qabduu package 

qabduu qurxummii fishing rod 

qabeenya property 

qabenya dhuunfaa private property 

qabiinsa (n.) arrest 

qabsiisa ignition 

qabsistuu junction 

qabuu (v.) catch, arrest 

qabxii (n.) point, score 

qajeelaa normal, accurate, correct, right, perfect, 
proper 

qajeelcha directory, guide 

qajeelchaa wheel 

qajeelfamoota directions 

qalama ink; pen 

qalii butcher 

qalla thin 

qallaba ration 

qalloo thin 

qamadii wheat 

qara sharp; ever, never 

qarabaa razor 

qarafaa cinnamon 

qaraxa malee duty-free 

qaraxuu (v.) tax 

qarodhabeeyyii blind 

qaroo ijaa lens 

qarqara galaanaa (n.) shore, harbor 

qarshi-sassaabaa conductor 

qarshii money 

qarshii Ingilizii (money) English pound 

qaruuraa liter; bottle 

qawwee gun 
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qaxxaamura Scissors 

qeesil priest 

gicuu pour 

qilee cliff 

gillee bat (sports equipment) 
qilleensa air, wind 

qixa equal, even 

go’achuu study 

qodaa goods 

godaa boba’aa (saalbaatiyoo) gas tank 
qofa only 

qofa galeessa (adj.) separate 
qofaa alone 

gofaa baasuu (v.) separate 
gofummaa ofli privacy 
qomee shirt 

gonna agriculture, farm 
gonna aananiifi bu’aa aannanii dairy 
gonnan bulaa tenant 
gontsilaa consulate 
qooddachuu (v.) share 
qooduu exclude; share 
qooraa (adj.) dry 

qoorsaa (n.) drain 

qoorssaa dryer 

qoorsuu (v.) dry 

qoosa comedy 

gopha’aa ready 

qoqqobbii sanction 
qoqqobbii sochii curfew 
qoraan wood, firewood 
qoree spine 

goricha drug, medicine 
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qoricha hirribaa sleeping pills 

goricha ilkaanii (qulqulleessuf) toothpaste 

goricha ulfa ittisu pill 

qormaata xinnoo test 

gorra (n.) cold (illness) 

gorraa (adj.) cold 

qorruu freeze 

qorshii callaa (.) cash 

qoruu test 

qu’achuu ilaaluu inspect 

quba finger 

qubattoota occupant 

qubeelaa ring (jewelry) 

qubeessuu (v.) dictate; type; spell 

qubsiisuu (v.) park 

qubsuma location; settlement, camp 

qufaa cough; influenza, flu 

qulfii button 

quilaa naked 

qulqulluu (adj.) clean, pure, sterile; holy / 
(n.) quality 

qunnamsiisaa bridge 

qunnamsiisuu (v.) associate 

qunnamtii communication 

qunnamuu (v.) meet 

quqquuqaa rough 

qurxummii fish 

qurxummii qabuu fishing 


qurxummii qabuun hayyammamaadha fishing 


permitted 
qurxummiifi kan biroo seafood 
qusachuu (n.) (money/water) reserve 
quxubaa altar 
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raacitil yeast 

raadiyoo radio 

raajii X-ray 

raammoo worm 

raawwate sold out 

rafuu (adj.) asleep / (v.) sleep 
raga dhuunfaa profile 
ragaa dhalootaa birth certificate 
rakasa inexpensive 
rakkina problem; poverty 
rasaasa bullet 

reebuu (v.) pound 

reettii goat 

richitii fireworks 

rifachuu irritate 

rifeensa hair 

rigaa ilkaanii toothbrush 
rihii arthritis 

rippaabilikii republic 

riqa ramp 

rigicha bridge 

rogarfee rectangle; square 
rogsadee triangle 

Roobii Wednesday 

roobuu (v.) rain 

rukuttaa onnee heart attack 
rukutuu (v.) clap; shoot 
rurrukutuu knock 

ruubii (/raction) quarter 
ruuzii rice 
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sa’a clock 

sa’atii hour 

saakarra’aa sour 
saal-heddee heterosexual 
saal-tokkee homosexual 

saala sex 

saamaa robber 

saamsuu cover 

saamtuu robber 

saamuu rob 

saanduqa poostaa postbox 
saanii plate, dish, tray 
saantima cent, coin 

saaphana bookee mosquito net 
saatii (n.) watch (timepiece) 
saaxilamu sensitive 

saaxinii dhaabbii balcony; locker 
saayinsii science 

saba nation 

sababa (prep.) because of / (n.) reason 
sababa qabeessa reasonable 
Sadaasa November 

sadarkaa level, standard; stairs, step; rate 
sadarkaa guutuu qualify 
sadarkaa kutaa room rate 
sadarkaa tokkoffaa first-class 
saddeet eight 

saddeettama eighty 

sadii three 

safaruu measure, weigh 

saffisa speed, rate 
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saffisaa (adj.) quick, rapid / (n.) bullet 
saffisiisaa accelerator (gas pedal) 
sagal nine 

sagalee sound, noise; voice 
sagaleessa pronounce 

sagaltama ninety 

sagantaa schedule, program 
sakatta’a (n.) search 

sakatta’a bahiinsaa check out 
sakatta’a korojoo baggage check 
sakatta’a seensaa check in 
sakatta’uu (v.) check 

salaaxaa salad 

salphaa (adj.) light 

samaa rotten 

samii sky 

samuu rot 

samuunaa soap 

san that 

sana that 

sana booda then; eventually 
sanbata duraa Saturday 
sanbataafi dilbata weekend 
sanduchuu sandwich 

sanduqa (n.) box 

sanduqa dhaabbii cabinet 
sanduqa keessa kaa’uu (v.) box (enclose) 
sangaa bull 

sanyi tribe 

sanyii (n.) type 

sanyii ethnic 

sarara channel 

sarariitii spider 
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sarbaa thigh 

saree dog 

sarvarii server 

satala’itii satellite 

seenetii senate 

seensa admission, entrance 

seensa dhorkuu lock out 
seensisuu import 

seenuu (n.) entry / (v.) enter, step 
seeqi (v.) smile 

seequu (v.) smile 

seera law, rule 

seera qabeessa official, legal 
seeraan adabuu prosecute 

seeran ala illegal 

seerluga grammar 

sekoondii (7.) second (in time) 
shaakala trial 

shaarkii shark 

shaayee tea 

shakkamaa (n.) suspect 

shakkuu (v.) suspect 

shampaanyii champagne 
shampuu shampoo 

shan five 

shantama fifty 

sharafa biyya diidaa foreign currency 
sharafa maallaqaa currency exchange 
shiboo wire 

shiboo reephisu spring (metal coil) 
shiboo qunnamsiisaa jumper cables 
shiboo utaalaa spring (metal coil) 
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shirooppii qufaa cough syrup 
shororkeessaa terrorist 
shukkaara sugar; diabetes 
shumburaa chickpeas 
shunkurtaa onion 
shurraabii miilaa socks 
shuukkaa fork 

si you (sing. ) 

si’a lama twice 

sj’ataa awake; rapid 

sibiila iron, metal 

sifa appetite 

sigigaachuu (v.) skate 
sigiggoo (n.) skate 

sigiggoo cabbii irraa (n.) skis 
siidaa Monument, statue 
siidii CD 

siiqsuu (v.) whistle 

sileeddii oil 

siliipparii sandals 

sillimii drowsy 

silmii pest 

siminaarii seminar 
simmintoo cement 

sinbira halkanii bat (animal) 
siniimaa cinema 

sirbaa musician 

sirbituu musician 

siree bed 

siriinjii syringe 

sirna elektirikii electricity 
sirna gaa’elaa wedding 
sirna geejibaa transportation 
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sirna mootummaa regime 

sirreessaa rifeensaa barber 

sirrii actual, normal, accurate, correct, right, perfect, 
proper; sharp 

sirrii miti incorrect 

siyaasa politics 

skaarbii scarf 

soba (adj.) false / (n.) lie 

sochii earthquake 

sochii dhiisuu halt 

socho’uu (v.) move 

socho’uu danda’u portable 

sochoosuu (v.) rock 

soda galaanaa seasick 

sodaachisa threat 

sodaachisaa scary 

sodaachisuu threaten 

sodaachuu afraid 

soddoma thirty 

sooftii napkin 

soogidda salt 

sookeetii (n.) plug 

soraa roof 

sukkummii (v.) massage 

summa’ina nyaataa food poisoning 

summii poison; pest 

suphee dha’uu pottery 

suphuu fix, repair, sew 

suufii wool 

suufii suit (clothing) 

suuqii shop 

suuraa shot, photograph 

suuraa ibsaa kaameeraan kaasamu flash 
photography 
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suuta jechuu slow 
suuta jedhaa smooth 


T 


ta’a seem 

ta’uu (v.) be (am, is, are, was, were, been) 
ta’uu become; fit 

ta’uu kan danda’u probably 

ta’uu qaba ought 

taa’i sit 

taaksii taxi 

taaksii gurgurtaa sales tax 

taatoo actor 

tabba hill 

tafkii flea 

tajaajila service 

tajaajila kutaa keessattii room service 
tajaajiluu serve 

talaallii vaccination 

talaaluu vaccinate 

tamboo cigarette 

tamsaasuu pump 

tapha (n.) game, play 

tapha kubbaa miilaa soccer, football 
taphachuu (v.) play 

tarii might 

tarreeffama nyaataafi dhugaatii menu 
tarreessuu list 

tarsaasuu rip 

tasa ever, never 

tasa boba’uu flare 

teemberii stamp 
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teeppii tape 

teessoo (n.) seat, address 

teessoo daa’imaa babysitter 
teessoo gommaa qabu wheelchair 
teessoo hirkoo chair 

televizyinii television 

tika (n.) guard 

tikeeta dabalataa boarding pass 
tikeeta imala dhaqaa galaa round-trip ticket 
tikeetii ticket 

tiksuu (v.) guard 
tilmaamuu estimate 
timaatimii tomato 
tiraafikii traffic 

tirachuu slow 

tirii tray 

tirikaa battery 

tiruu liver 

tisiisa (n.) fly (insect) 
tiyaatira scenery; theater 
to’achuu (v.) referee 
to’ataa (n.) referee 
to’ataa saffisaa (n.) brake 
tokkicha (adj.) single 
tokko one, same 

tokko yeroo once 
tokkoffaa first 

tokkoon tokkoon item 
tokkummaa union 
tolchuu (v.) make 

tole (interjection) OK, well 
tolfataa pleasant 

tooftaa system 
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toora channel 

torba seven 

torbaatama seventy 
torban week 

torbee week 

tortoraa (adj.) sore; rotten 
tortoruu rot 

tuffachuu ignore 

tulluu hill 

tumuu (v.) pound 

tuqaa (n.) point, score 
tuquu touch 

turmaata layover, delay 
tursuu delay 

turuu stay 

tuu (adj.) honest / (n.) refugee 
tuuristii tourist 

tuuta meeshaa kit 

tuuta mi’aa kit 


U 


uffachuu (v.) clothing, dress / (v.) wear 
uffata fabric 

uffata daakaa bathing suit 
uffata halkanii pajamas 
uffata jalaa underwear 
uffata gorraa blanket 
uffatanii ilaaluu fitting 
ujummoo pipe (plumbing) 
ukkaamamuu choke 

ulbaa diaper 

ulbaa daa’imaa baby wipes 
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ulfa pregnant 

ulfa ittisuu contraception 

ulfaadhu thank you 

ulfaataa serious, hard, difficult; heavy 
ulullee (n.) whistle 

umnaan qabachuu trespassing 

umrii age 

uraa puncture 

uramaa puncture 

urgooftuu seasoning 

utaalloo influenza, flu 

utaaluu jump 

utuu hinbeekin unconscious 
uumama nature 

uumama bishaanii kan nyaatamu mussels 
uummata folk, people, nation 


V 


vaayirasii virus 

vidi’oo video 

viizaa visa 

viizaa seensaa entry visa 


WwW 


wa’ee about 

waa thing 

waadaa (n.) promise 
waadaa galuu (v.) promise 
waadamaa roasted 
waaduu fry 

waajjira office 
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waakkannaa threat 
waamicha (n.) call 

waamuu yell, summon, call 
waan kamuu anything 

waan madaatti maramu bandage 
waan rakkisaa carry-on 
waan tokko something 
waancaa cup 

waaga sky 

waaree booda afternoon 
waarii midnight 

waashoo pot 

wabii insurance; reference 
wabii fayyaa health insurance 
waca noise 

wacuu shout 

wadaroo cable 

waggaa year 

waggaa dhufu next year 
waggaa haaraa New Year, New Year’s Day 
waggaa itti aanu next year 
wajjin together 

waktii season 

wal argisiisuu (v.) associate 
walakkaa half; center 
walakkeessa guyyaa midday 
walaloo poem 

walargee junction 
waldhabdee (v.) dispute 
walfakkii same, uniform 
walga’ii meeting 

waliigala total 

waliigaltee union, agreement, compromise 
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waliigaluu agree 

waliin together 

waliin madaaluu compare 

waliin makuu mix 

walitti dhufeenya relationship 
walitti qabuu summon 
walittiqabuu collect 

walmakaa (dhugaatii) (drink) punch 
walgqixa (adj.) uniform, equal, even 
waltajjii altar; platform 

walxaxaa complicated 

wandaboo (v.) dress 

waraana military 

waraansa (n.) pain; (adj.) painful 
waraansa gurraa earache 

waraansa wayyeessaa painkiller 
waraanuu inject 

waraqa paper 

waraqa lallaaftuu napkin 

waraqa mana fincaanii sanitary napkin 
waraqaa aluuminiyemii aluminum foil 
waraqaa eenyummaa ID card 
waraqaa mana fincaanii toilet paper 
wargii gold 

warraagsa revolution 

Waxabajjii June 

wayinii wine 

wayitii (of time) period 

wayyeessaa antiseptic 

weeddisuu sing 

weedduu song 

weeraruu trespassing 

wiirtuu center 
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wiirtuu bilbilaa phone booth 
wiirtuu daldalaa shopping center 
wiirtuu magaalaa downtown 
Wiixata Monday 


x 


xalayaa letter 

xalayaa (n.) mail 

xalayaa erguu (v.) mail 
xinnaa less 

xinnoo little, small, minor 
xiqqoo small, little, minor, spare 
xiyyaara airplane, plane 
xumura verb 

xura’aa dirty 

xurii dirt 

xuubii brick 

xuuxuu smoking 


Y 


yaabuu climb, mount 
yaada idea, thought 
yaada kennuu recommend 
yaada malee unconscious 
yaadachiisa remind 
yaadachuu remember 
yaadannoo note 
yaaddessuu threaten 
yaaddoo threat 

yaaduu think 

yaala fayyaa medication 
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yaalamuu medication 

yaalii trial 

yaalii baqaqsuu surgery 
yaaluu examine, treat; try 
yaasuu evacuate 

yakka crime 

yakka hannaa fraud 
yakkamaa guilty 
yerodhuma sana (adj.) live 
yeroo time 

yeroo baayyee (adv.) most 
yeroo dargaggummaa youth 
yeroo guyyaa daytime 

yeroo jedhametti o’clock 
yeroo lama twice 

yeroo mara always 

yeroo sana moment 

yeroo tajaajilaa ala ta’u expiration date 
yeroo tokko tokko often 

yoo if 

yookaan or 

yoom when 

yuna’itid isteet United States 
yunivarsitii university 


Z 


zaylitii oil 
zeeroo Zero 
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able danda’uu 

about wa’ee, hamma tilmaamaa 
above gararraa 

academy barumsa, akkaadaamii 
accelerator (gas pedal) saffisiisaa, peedaalii boba’aa 
accent haala dubbii 

accept fudhachuu 

access (n.) dhiyaachuu, ga’uu 
accident balaa 

accommodation iddoo jireenyaa 
account herrega 

accountant abbaa herregaa 
accurate sitrii 

accusation hiikkachuu 

accuse komachuu, himachuu 
acre (0.4 hectares) nuusa 
across itra, gara 

act (v.) gochoomsuu / (n.) gocha 
activist deggeraa 

activity gocha 

actor taatoo 

actual dhugaa, sirril 

add ida’ uu 

address (n.) teessoo 
administration bulchiinsa 
admission seensa 

admit dhugaa bahuu 

adult gaheessa 

advertisement beeksisa 

afraid sodaachuu 
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after booda 

afternoon waaree booda 

again lammee, dabalata 

against faallaa 

age umfril 

agency dhaabbata, ejensii 

agent bakka bu’aa 

agree walligaluu 

agreement waliigaltee 
agriculture gonna 

aid (v.) gargaarsa / (v.) gargaaruu 
gide (n.) gargaarsa 

AIDS Eedsii 

air qilleensa 

air conditioning mijeessa qgilleensaa 
airline daandii qilleensaa 
airplane xiyyaara 

airport buufata xiyyaaraa 
airport tax geejiba buufata xiyyaaraa 
aisle daandii, fura 

alarm dammaqsaa 

alcohol alkoolii 

alive jiraataa 

all hunda 

allergy mufannaa, alarjii 

alley daandii dhiphoo 

allow hayyamuu 

allowed hayyamamaa 

almond almoondi (sanyyii fuduraa) 
alone gofaa 

also dabalata 

altar quxubaa, waltajjii 
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altitude ol ka’a lafaa 

aluminum foil waraqaa aluuminiyemii 
always yeroo mara 

ambassador ambaasaaddara 
ambulance ambulaansii 

amenities gammachuu, bashannana 
among gidduu, keessaa 

amount hamma 

and fi 

anemic hir’ata dhiigaa 

anesthetic adoochaa 

angry aaraa 

animal horii 

ankle koronyoo 

anniversary ayyaaneffannaa 
announcement beeksisa 
announcer gabaasaa, ibsaa 

annual kan waggaa 

antibiotics farra dhibee, antiba’iyootiksii 
antifreeze farra cabbii 

antique meeshaa durii 

antiseptic wayyeessaa, fooyyessaa dhibee 
any kamuu 

anybody nama kamuu 

anyone nama tokko 

anything waan kamuu 

anywhere bakka kamuu 
apartment appaartaamaa 
apologize dhiifama gaafachuu 
apology dhiifama 

appeal komachuu, tyyachuu 
appear argamuu 

appendicitis bu’a marrumaanii 
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appetite sifa 

apple aappilii 

appointment beellama 

apricot appirikootii 

April Ebla 

architecture ogeessa gamoo, arkitiikcharii 

area naannoo 

argue murmuu 

argument mormii 

arm hirree 

army loltuu 

around naannoo 

arrival ga’uu, ga’umsa 

arrest (v.) qabuu, hidhuu / (n.) qabiinsa, hidhaa 

arrive ga uu 

art ogummaa, aartii 

arthritis rihii 

artichoke kuduraa, kan illilliin isaa nyaatamu 

ash daaraa 

ask gaafachuu 

asleep rafuu 

aspirin aspirinii 

assault (v.) arrabsuu, miidhuu, abaaruu / 
(n.) arrabsoo, miidhuu 

assist gargaaruu, deggeruu 

assistant gargaaraa, deggeraa 

associate (n.) daraboo, kan qunnaman / 
(v.) qunnamsiisuu, wal argisiisuu 

asthma asimaa 

ATM ETM 

attack (v.) miidhuu / (n.) miidhaa 

attorney abbaa seeraa, abbaa alangaa 

August Hagayya 
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aunt adaadaa 

author barreessaa - 
authority aangoo, humna 
automatic ofiin hojjetaa 
automatic transmission ofiin kan dabarsu 
automobile konkolaataa 
autumn arfaasaa 
available jira, ni argama 
avenue karaa, daandii 
avoid ittisuu, dhowuu 
awake dammagqaa, si’ataa 
away fagoo 

axle aksilii 


B 


baby daa’ima 

baby wipes ulbaa daa’imaa 

babysitter teessoo daa’imaa 

back (prep.) dudda, duuba 

backpack kan duddatti baatamu 

bad gadhee, badaa 

bag korojoo 

baggage mi’a, meeshaa 

baggage check sakatta’a korojoo 
bakery mana daabboo 

balcony saaxinii dhaabbii 

ball kubbaa 

banana muuzii 

bandage maraa, waan madaatti maramu 
bank baankii 

bank account herrega baankii 

bar (n.) (place for drinking) mana dhugaatii 
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parber sirreessaa rifeensaa 

parrel baarmeelii 

parrier danqaa, gufuu 

pase bu’uura 

pasement lafa jala, bu’uura gad aanaa 

pasin lafa qarqara galaanaa 

pasket kachoo 

pasketball kubbaa kachoo 

pat (animal) sinbira halkanil; (sports equipment) 
gillee 

path dhigachuu 

path towel fooxaa qaamaa 

bathe dhiquu, dhiqachuu 

pathing suit uffata daakaa 

bathroom kutaa dhiqannaa 

pattery baatirii, tirikaa 

pattle (n.) lola 

be (am, is, are, was, were, been) (v.) -ta’uu 

beach dirree 

bean baaqelaa 

beautiful bareedduu 

because of sababa 

become ta’ uu 

bed siree 

bedding meeshaa siree 

bedroom iddoo cisichaa 

bee kanniisa 

beef foon saawaa 

beer biiraa 

before dura 

beggar kadhattuu 

beginning jalqaba 

behind duuba, booda 
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believe amanuu 

bell bilbila 

below ganjala 

berry akaakuu fuduraa 
beverage dhugaatii 

beware of eeguu 

bible kitaaba quiqulluu 
bicycle bishikileettii 

big guddaa 

bill nagahee 

birth certificate ragaa dhalootaa 
birthday guyyaa dhalootaa 
bite ciniinuu 

bitter hadhawaa 

black gurraacha 

blanket uffata gorraa, awusaa 
bleed dhiiguu 

bless eebba 

blind jaamaa, qarodhabeeyyii 
blister dhiitoo 

blood dhiiga 

blood type akaakuu dhiigaa 
blue bifa samii 

boarding pass tikeeta dabalataa 
boat bidiruu 

body qaama 

bomb dhuka’aa 

bone lafee 

bonus dabalata 

book kitaaba 

bookstore mankuusa kitaabaa 
boot boottii 

border daangaa 
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pottle qaruurraa 

pottom gadijallaa 

pox (”.) sanduqa / (v.) buunyaan rukuutuu; 
(put in a box) sanduga keessa kaa’ uu 

poy ilma 

poyfriend hiriyaa dhiiraa 

prake (n.) fireenii, dhaabbachiisaa, to’ataa saffisaa 

pread horuu 

preak (v.) cabuu, hojii ala gochuu 

preakfast ciree 

preathe hafuura baafachuu 

bribe (v.) matta’aa, gubboo kennuu 

prick xuubii 

bridge riqicha, qunnamsiisaa 

bring fiduu 

broken cabaa 

brother obboleessa 

brown magaala 

building gamoo 

bull korma sa’aa, sangaa 

bullet saffisaa, rasaasa 

bureaucracy biirokiraasii 

bury awwaaluu 

bus atoobisii 

bus terminal buufata atoobisii 

business hojii, daldala 

busy ko’ ummaa 

but garuu 

butcher qalii 

butter dhadhaa 

button cuftuu, bantuu, qulfii 

buy bituu 
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C 


cab gabbiinaa, kurkurii, gaarii 
cabinet ansaada, sanduqa dhaabbii 
cable haada, wadaroo 
cable TV haada TV 
café mana ciree, kaaffee 
cage mandhee, mana horii, bineensaa 
cake keekii, kashii 
calendar dhaha, lakkoofsa baraa 
call (v.) waamuu, bilbiluu / (n.) waamicha, bilbila 
camera kaameeraa 
camp mooraa, qubsuma 
campground foonaa, mooraa 
can (modal verb) danda’uu 
cancel dhiisuu, haquu 
candy karameellaa 
car konkolaataa 
card kaardii 
carpet afata lafaa 
carrot kaarotii 
carry baachuu, geessuu 
carry-on haala rakkisaa, waan rakkisaa 
cart kurkurii, gaaril 
case dhimma 
callaa 
casual lagoo, kan yeroo maraa 
cat adurree 
catch (v.) qabuu 
cathedral mana sagadaa guddaa, bataskaana 
cattle loon, horii 
cave holqa, daahannoo 
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CD siidii 

cement simmintoo 

cemetery iddoo awwaalaa 

cent saantima 

center walakkaa, wiirtuu 

century jaarraa 

cereal midhaan 

chain hidhaa, cancala 

chair teessoo hirkoo 

champagne shampaanyii 

changing room iddoo uffata itti jijjiirratan 

channel (/ine/passage) toora, sarara; (TV channel) 
chaanaalii 

chapel iddoo kadhannaa 

chapter boqonnaa 

charge (v.) kaffaaltii, baasii 

cheap busha’aa 

check (v.) sakatta’uu / (n.) (monetary) cheekii 

check in sakatta’a seensaa 

check out sakatta’a bahiinsaa 

checkpoint iddo sakatta’aa 

cheese baaduu 

chef ogeessa nyaataa 

chemical keemikaala 

chew alanfachuu 

chicken lukkuu 

chickpeas shumburaa 

chief (adj.) bulchaa, hogganaa, ittigaafatamaa 

child daa’ima 

childcare kunuunsa daa’ imaa 

chocolate chokkolaataa 

choke ukkaamamuu, hafuura baafachuu dhabuu 
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church mana kadhannaa 
cigarette tamboo 

cinema siniimaa 

cinnamon qarafaa, akaakuu mi’eessituu 
circle geengoo 

citizen lammii 

city magaalaa 

civilian jiraattota (kan loltuu hintaane) 
clap harka dha’uu, rukutuu 
class kutaa 

classic kandurii 

clean quiqulluu 

client maamila 

cliff hallayyaa, qilee 

climate haala qilleensaa 
climb yaabuu 

clinic kilinika 

clock sa’a 

close (adj.) cufaa / (v.) cufuu 
closed cufamaa 

cloth huccuu 

clothing uffachuu 

club kilabii 

clutch pedal peedaalii to’ataa 
coast lafa qarqara galaanaa 
coat kootii 

cocoa koko’aa 

coconut kokonaatii 

coffee buna 

coin saantima 

cold (adj.) gorraa / (n.) (illness) qorra 
collect funaanuu, walittiqabuu 
color bifa, halluu 
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comb (v.) filuu 

come dhufuu 

comedy baacoo, qoosa 

comfortable mijawaa 

commission kaffaaltii tajaajilaa 

communication qunnamtii 

companion hiriyaa 

company kubbaaniyaa 

compare waliin madaaluu 

compensation bakka buusa 

complain komii 

complicated walxaxaa 

compromise waliigaltee, araaramuu 

computer kompiitar 

conceal dhoksuu, haguuguu 

concert agarsiisa 

concrete (v.) jabaa, konkiriitii 

concussion miidhaa sammuu, miidhaa qaamaa 

condom koondomii 

conductor qarshi-sassaabaa, hogganaa, ho’a kan 
dabarsu 

conference kora 

conference room kutaa korri itti geggeessamu 

confirm mirkaneessuu 

constipated gogiinsa garaa 

constitution heera 

consulate qontsilaa, bakka bu’aa 

consult gorsuu, gorsa gaafachuu 

contagious daddarbaa 

contraception ulfa ittisuu 

contraceptive ittisaa ulfaa 

contract kontoraata 

convenience store mankuusa 
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convenient mijataa 

cook (n.) bilchaataa / (v.) bilcheessuu 
copy galagalchuu 

cord haada, funyoo 

corn boqgolloo 

corner golee 

correct (adj.) sirrii, qajeelaa 
corrupt malaanmala, hanna 
cosmetics dibata, kosomootiksii 
cost baasii 

cotton jirbii 

cough qufaa 

cough syrup shirooppii qufaa 
country biyya 

country code koodii biyyaa 
court mana murtii 

courtesy naamusa 

cover haguuguu, saamsuu 
cover charge baasii dabalataa 
cream kireemii, dhadhaa 

credit liqaa 

credit card kaardii liqaa 

crime yakka 

crowd iddoo tokkotti baay’achuu 
crutches kiraanchii, dhaabata 
ery boo’uu 

culture aadaa 

cup geeba, waancaa 

cure fayyisuu 

curfew goqqobbii sochii 
currency maallaqa 

currency exchange sharafa maallaqaa 
customer maamila 
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customs gumuruk 
customs declaration dikilarasiyoonii 
cut kutuu, muruu 


D 


dairy gonna aananiifi bu’aa aannanii 
damage badiinsa, miidhaa 

dance dalaala 

danger balaa 

dark duukkana 

date guyyaafi bara 

date of birth guyyaa dhalootaa 
daughter hintala 

dawn barii, jalqaba 

day guyyaa 

daytime yeroo guyyaa 

dead du’aa, kan lubbuun hin jirre 
deadline guyyaa dhumaa 

deaf duudaa 

debt idaa 

decade kurmaana 

December mudde 

decide murteessuu 

decision murtii 

deck doonii keessatti iddoo irra deeman 
declare labsuu 

deep gad-fagoo 

delay tursuu, turmaata 

delicious mi’aawaa 

deliver kennuu, dabarsuu 
delivery da’umsa 

demand (n.) fedha 
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democracy dimokirasii 

dentist ogeessa ilkaanii 

deny haaluu 

deodorant dodiraantii 

department store mankuusa muummee 

departure ka’ uu 

deposit kuusaa, kuusuu 

depot kuusaa 

desert gammoojii 

desk deeski 

dessert mi’ ooftuu nyaata booda nyaatamu 

destination iddoo ga’imsaa, bakka ga’amuun 
barbaadame 

detergent farra xurii 

diabetes dhibee shukkaaraa 

detour jal’achuu, maquu 

diabetes shukkaara 

diabetic dhukubsataa shukkaaaa 

diagnosis dhibee adda baasuu, dhibee baruu 

dial bilbiluu 

dialing code koodii bilbilaa 

diaper ulbaa 

diarrhea baasaa, garaakaasaa, albaatii 

dictate barreessuu, qubeessuu 

dictionary galmee jechootaa 

die du’a, du’ uu 

diesel boba’aa 

different adda 

difficult ulfaataa 

dine ibaata nyaachuu 

dining room kutaa irbaata 

dinner irbaata 

diplomat bakka bu’aa mootummaa 
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direction kallattii 

directions gajeelfamoota 

directory qajeelcha 

directory assistance gargaarsa qajeelchaa, baafata 

dirt balfa, xurii 

dirty xura’aa 

disability qaama hirrataa 

disabled laamsha’aa 

disagree mormuu 

disaster balaafamaa 

discount gadibu’aa 

disease dhibee, dhukkuba 

dish saanii 

disposable fayyadamanii kan gatan 

dispute (v.) waldhabdee 

district ona, bulchiinsa 

disturb jeequu 

dive liccisoo, bishaan keessa seenuu 

dizzy adoodaa 

do gochuu, hojjechuu 

dock buufatatti fiduu, bakka doonii dhaaban 

doctor doktoora 

document dookimentii 

dog saree 

dollar doolara 

domestic kan mana 

door balbala 

double dachaa 

dough bukoo 

down galgala 

downtown wiirtuu magaalaa 

dozen baayyee, daarzaanii 

drain (n.) qoorsaa, ujummoo dhangala’aan keessa 
darbu 


drama diraamaa 

drawer luqqisee 

dress (n.) uffachuu / (v.) wandaboo 

drink (n.) dhugaatii / (v.) dhuguu 

drive konkolachisuu 

driver’s license hayyama konkolaachisaa 
drown bishaaniin ligimsamuu, dhidhimuu 
drowsy sillimii, gadabbaa’ uu 

drug goricha 

drugstore mankuusa qorichaa 

drunk macha’aa 

dry (adj.) gogaa, qooraa / (v.) gogsuu, qoorsuu 
dry cleaner keemikaalaan kan quiqulileessu 
dryer qoorssaa 

dust (n.) daaraa 

duty-free qaraxa malee 

DVD diividii 

dye kan halluu itti godhu 


E 


ear guira 

earache waraansa guiraa 
early dursa 

earth dachee 

earthquake sochii, kirkira dachee, lafaa 
east baha 

eat nyaachuu 

economy diinagdee 
education barnoota 

egg killee, buphaa, hanqaaquu 
eight saddeet 

eighteen kudha saddeet 
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election filannoo 

electric elektirikii 
electricity sirna elektirikii 
elevator kortoo gamoo 
eleven kudha tokko 

e-mail imeelii 

embassy imbaasii 
emergency kan tasaa 
emergency room kutaa balaa tasaa 
employee hojjetaa 
employer hojjechiisaa 
empty duwwaa 

end dhuma 

enemy diina 

energy hanniisaa 

engine motoora 

engineer injinara 

English language afaan Ingilizii 
engraving ogummaa bocaa 
enough gahaa 

enter seenuu 
entertainment bashannana 
entire hunda, gutummaa 
entrance seensa 

entry seenuu, itti galuu 
entry visa viizaa seensaa 
envelope poostaa, envelooppii 
epileptic gaggabuu 

equal walqixa, qixa 
equipment meeshaa 
escalator iskileetarii, kortoo 
estimate tilmaamuu 
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ethnic sanyii 

Europe Awurooppaa 
European kan Awurooppaa 
evacuate yaasuu 

even qixa, walqixa 

evening galgala 

event mudannoo 
eventually sana booda 
ever tasa, qara 

every mara, hunda 

exact hamma yaadame 
examine yaaluu 

example fakkeenya 

except maalee 

excess caalaa, dhiifama gochuu 


exclude qooduu 

exhaust dadhabuu (hammaa ol), fixuu 
exhibit (v.) agarsiisuu / (n.) agarsiisa 
exit kara bahaa 

expense baasii 

expensive mi’aa 

experience muuxannoo 

expiration date yeroo tajaajilaa ala ta’u 
explain ibsuu 

export alatti erguu 

express kaffaltii 

express train baabura kaffaltii 

extra dabalata 

eye ija 

eyeglasses kala ijaa 
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fabric huccuu, uffata 

face fuula 

fall (n.) (season) arfaasaa; (v.) kufuu 

false soba 

family maatii 

far fagoo 

fare baasii deemsaa 

farm gonna 

fast (adj.) jerjeraa, hariifataa 

fast food nyaata ariifatee qaqqabu 

fat cooma 

father abbaa 

faucet cuftuu bishaanii, bantuu bishaanii 

fax (n.) faaksii / (v.) faaksii gochuu 

February Guraandhala 

fee kaffaltii 

feel namatti dhaga’aamuu 

female dhalaa 

fence dallaa, killaa 

ferry bidiruu 

festival ayyaana 

fever busaa 

field (ground) aloola, dirree; (of study) dirree hojii, 
akaakuu hojjii 

fifteen kudhashan 

fifty shantama 

fig harbuu 

fill guutuu 

film fiilmii 

find barbaaduu 

finger quba 
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fire abidda 

fire alarm dammagqsaa yeroo balaa abiddaa 

firewood qoraan 

fireworks richitii 

first tokkoffaa 

first-aid kit meeshaa gargaarsa duraa 

first-class sadarkaa tokkoffaa 

fish qurxummii 

fisherman nama qurxummii qabu 

fishing qurxummii qabuu / fishing permitted 
qurxummii qabuun hayyammamaadha 

fishing license hayyama qurxummii qabu 

fishing rod kiyyoo, gabduu qurxummii 

fist aboottee 

fit ta’uu, mijachuu 

fitting uffatanii ilaaluu 

fitting room iddoo uffata uffatanii itti ilaalan 

five shan 

fix suphuu 

flag alaabaa 

flame labooba 

flare tasa boba’uu, deebi’ee ka’uu 

flash ifa xinnoo 

flash photography suuraa ibsaa kaameeraan 
kaasamu 

flashlight ibsaa kaameeraa, fileeshii 

flat diriiraa 

flat tire gommaa qilleensa yaase 

flavor foolii gaarii, foolii urgaa 

flea tafkii 

flea market gabaa wanti rakasi itti gurguramu 

flight balali’uu 

flight number lakkoofsa balali’aa 
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ood lolaa 

floor afala, lafa, iddoo irra deemamu 
four daakuu 

qourish dagaaguu 

flower ilillii, abaaboo 

flu qufaa 

fuent gaaritti dubbachuu 

fuid dhangala’aa 

fush diimachuu 

fly (v.) barrisuu / (n.) (insect) tisiisa 
fog duumessa 

folk uummata 

folk art faayaa aartii 

follow duukaa, faana bu’uu 

food nyaata 

food poisoning summa’ ina nyaataa 
foot miila 

football (soccer) kubbaa miilaa 
footpath faana miilaa 

forehead adda 

foreign amba, orma, diidaa 

foreign currency sharafa biyya diidaa 
foreign languages afaan ambaa, afaan ormaa 
foreigner lammii diidaa 

forest bosona 

forget irraanfachuu 

forgive dhiifama gochuu 

fork shuukkaa 

formal idilee 

fortune carraa guddaa, horii guddaa 
fortuneteller beqqoo, nama carraa tilmaamu 
forty afurtama 

fountain finca’aa 
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four afur 
fourteen kudha afur 
fraud gowwomsa, yakka hannaa 

free bilisoomsuu 

freeze qorruu, cabbaa’uu 

fresh ho’aa, baranee 

Friday jimaata 

friend hiriyaa, daraboo 

front dura, fuuldura 

front desk deeskii odeeffannoo, deeskii keessum- 
maanitti simatamu 

frozen cabbaa’ uu 

fruit fuduraa 

fry waaduu 

fuel boba’aa 

full guutuu 

fun gammachuu, ajaa’iba 

funeral boo’icha 

funny ajaa’ibsiisaa 

furnished meeshaa guutuu kan qabu 

furniture meeshaa 

future fuuldura 


G 


game tapha 

garden (n.) mana boroo, iddoo ashaakiltii 
gas tank qodaa boba’aa (saalbaatiyoo) 
gasoline gaazii 

gear marshii 

general (n.) hojii waliigalaa 

get argachuu 

gift kennaa 
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girl durba 

girlfriend hiriyaa durbaa 

give kennuu 

glass burcuqqoo 

glasses (eyeglasses) kala ijaa 

glue haphee 

go deemuu 

goat reettii 

gold wardil 

good gaarii, dansa 

goods meeshaa, qodaa 

government mootummaa 

gram giraamili 

grammar seerluga 

grandfather akaakaa 

grandmother akkoo 

grape hendheba 

grass mnarga 

great baayyee gaarii 

green magariisa 

greeting nagaa, dubbisuu, nagaa gaafachuu 

grocery store mana nyaataafi meeshaan itti 
gurguramu 

ground (n.) lafa/ (adj.) lafa irra, kan lafaa 

group garee 

guard (n.) tika, eegduu / (v.) tiksuu, eeguu 

guest keessummaa 

guide (n.) qajeelcha 

guidebook kitaaba qajeelchaa 

guilty hilatamaa, yakkamaa 

gun qawwee 

gym barumsa jabina qaamaa, ispoortii 
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hair rifeensa 

half walakkaa 

hall galma 

halt dhaabbachuu, sochii dhiisuu 
hand harka 

handicapped qaama hir’uu 
happy gammaduu 

harbor (v.) bulchuu / (n.) qarqara galaanaa 
hard jabaa, ulfaataa 

harm miidhuu 

hat koofiyyaa 

hazard balaafamaa, kan balaa qabu 
he isa (see page 6) 

head mataa 

health fayyaa 

health insurance wabii fayyaa 
hear dhaga’uu, caqasuu 

heart onnee 

heart attack rukuttaa onnee 
heat ho’a 

heavy ulfaataa 

hello heloo, ilaa 

help gargaarsa 

herb marga 

here as, addana 

heterosexual saal-heddee 

hey! (interjection) akkam! 
highway diddoo saffisaan oofan 
hike deemsa miilaa 

hill tulluu, tabba 

HIV Echi’ayvii 
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pole boolla 

poliday guyyaa hojiin hinjirre 
holy quiquiluu 

home mana 

homeless mana-dhabeeyyii 
homosexual saal-tokkee 
honest amanamaa, tuu 
honey damma 

honeymoon caaqulaa 
horse farda 

hospital hospitaala 
hospitality keessummeessa, garraamummaa 
hostage qabamtoota 

hostel hosteela 

hostile hamoo 

hot ho’aa 

hotel hoteela 

hour sa’ atii 

house mana 

how akkam 

hug hammachuu 

human dhalanamaa 

human rights mirga namaa 
hundred dhibba 

hungry bela’aa 

hunt adamsuu 

hunter adamsaa 

hurry daddaffi, jerjersuu 
hurt miidhuu 

husband abbaa warraa 
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I ana (see page 6) 

ice cabbii 

ID card waraqaa eenyummaa, eenyumeessaa 
idea yaada 

identification eenyummeessuu, addaan baasuu 
identify adda baasuu 

idiom dubbii qolaa 

if yoo 

ignition qabsiisa 

ignore dhiisuu, tuffachuu 

illegal seeran ala 

illness dhukkuba 

immigrant godaantota 
immigration dhimma godaansaa 
impolite kabaja malee 

import alaa galchuu, seensisuu 
income galii 

incorrect doggoggora, sirrii miti 
individual nama dhuunfaa 

indoor mana, kutaa keessatti 
inexpensive rakasa, busha’aa 
infant daa’ima, mucaa 

infect miidhuu, daddabarsuu, faaluu 
infected faalamaa 

infection infeekshinii 

influence dhiibbaa 

influenza qufaa, utaalloo 
information odeeffannoo 
information desk deeskii odeeffannoo 
infrastructure misooma bu’ uuraa 
inject waraanuu 
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injury miidhama, madaa 

ink qalama 

jnn mana nyaataa xinnoo 

jnnocent danboobaa, garraamii 

inquiry odeeffannoo gaafachuu, odeeffannoo 
gorachuu 

insect ilbiisa 

insect bite ciniinnaa ilbiisaa 

insect repellant farra ilbiisaa 

inside keessa 

inspect qu’achuu ilaaluu 

instant hatattama, artitii 

institution dhaabbata 

insufficient gahaa kan hintaane 

insulin insuliinii 

jnsult arrabsuu, harraba 

jnsurance wabii / health insurance wabii fayyaa 

international addunyaalessa 

Internet intarneetii / wireless Internet intarneetii 
shiboo malee 

interpret hiikuu 

interpretation hiika 

interpreter hiikaa 

intersection iddoo itti walargan 

intimate kan dhihoo 

introduce oneself of ibsuu 

intruder gidduu seenuu, gidduu galuu 

invite affeeruu 

iron sibiila 

irritate rifachuu 

island odola 

issue dhimma 

it isa, ishe 
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itch hoossisuu 

item tokkoon tokkoon 

itinerary galmee iddoo daawwatamuu, galmee 
deemsaa 


J 


jacket jaakkeettii 

jail mana hidhaa 

jam (backup) danqaa karaa 
January Amajjii 

jar okkotee 

jeans jiinsii 

Jew lammii yihuudaa 
jewelry faayaa 

job hojii 

join itti makamuu 
journalist gaazixessa 
judge (v.) murteessuu 

jug joogii(kan bishaanii) 
juice cuunfaa 

July Adoolessa 

jump utaaluu 

jumper cables shiboo qunnamsiisaa 
junction walargee, qabsistuu 
June waxabajjii 

jungle bosona cillimoo 
just amma kana, ammuma 
justice haga, dhugaa 


ENGLISH-OROMO DICTIONARY 


keep (v.) qabachuu, kaa’uu 
kettle jabanaa sibiilaa, jabanaa shaayee 
key furtuu 

kick dhiituu 

kid daa’ima 

kidnap butuu 

kidney kalee 

kill ajjeesuu 

kilogram kilogiraama 
kilometer kiilomeetira 

kind garraamii 

kiss dhungachuu 

kit tuuta meeshaa, tuuta mi’aa 
kitchen iddoo waa itti bilcheessan, kushiinaa 
knapsack korojoo dugdaa 
knee jilba 

knife haaduu, billaa 

knit dha’uu(huccuuf) 

knock rurrukutuu 

knot hidhaa gudiinfaa 

know beekuu 

kosher nyaata gaarii 


L 


lady dubartii 

lake haroo 

lamb ilmoo hoolaa 

lamp ibsaa, dungoo 

land lafa 

lane daandii qalloo, daandii shiphoo 
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language afaan 

laptop (computer) laptooppil 

large guddaa 

last kan darbe, dhumaa / last year bara darbee 

late boodatti hafuu 

later kan boodaa 

laugh kolfuu 

laundromat miiccaa huccuu santimaan dalagu 

laundry mana miiccaa huccuu 

lavatory mana fincaanii 

law seera 

lawyer abbaa seeraa 

layover turmaata, dhaabbii 

leader geggeessaa 

league garee 

learn barachuu 

leather gogaa 

leave dhiisuu 

left (v.) (past of ‘leave’) gadhiisuu, deemuu / 
(adj./adv.) (opposite of right) bitaa 

leg miila, luka 

legal seera-qabeessa 

legislature kan seera tumu 

lemon loomii 

lens qaroo ijaa, handhoora kaameeraa, 
ija kaameeraa 

less xinnaa, gadaanaa 

letter xalayaa 

lettuce bigilaa baalli isaa nyaatamu 

level sadarkaa 

library kutaa yaalii 

lice hinjiraan 

license hayyama 
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jid cuqqaaltuu, cuftuu 

jie (n.) soba 

life jireenya 

jift kaasuu, fuudhuu 

light (n.) ifaa / (adj.) salphaa 

lighting madda, meeshaa ifaa baasu 

like (v.) jaal’achuu 

lime nooraa 

limit (v.) daangessuu, murteessuu / (n.) daangaa, 
murta’aa 

lip hidhii 

jiquid dhangala’aa 

jiquor dhugaatii 

jist tarreessuu 

listen caqasuu, dhaggeeffachuu 

liter qaruuraa, liitiroo 

litter kosii 

little xiqqoo, xinnoo 

live (v.) jiraachuu, lubbuun turuu / (adj.) kallattiin, 
yerodhuma sana 

liver tiruu 

lizard gaararraa 

load (v.) fe’uu / (n.) fe’umsa, ba’aa 

loaf lakkoofsa daabboo 

loan (n.) liqaa/ (v.) liqeeffachuu 

lobby karra guddaa, balbala guddaa 

local biyya keessa 

location qubsuma 

lock cufuu 

lock out itti cufuu, seensa dhorkuu 

locker saaxinii dhaabbii 

long dheeraa 

look ilaaluu 
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loose laafaa 

lose gatuu, dhabuu 

lost kan bade 

loud ol ka’aa(sagalee) 

lounge lawunjii 

love (n.) jaalala / (v.) jaal’achuu 
low gad’aanaa 

lucky carraqabeessa 

luggage mi’a 

lunch laaqana 


M 


machine maashina 

mad maraataa, kan sammuun darbe 

maid hojjettuu mana 

mail (.) xalayaa / (v.) xalayaa erguu 

main (adj.) ijoo 

make (v.) tolchuu, hojjechuu 

man nama 

mandatory kan hinhafne 

manual (n.) kan harkaa 

many baayyee, heddu 

map kaartaa / road map kaartaa karaa, kaartaa 
daandii 

marketplace gabaa 

marriage gaa’ila 

married kanfuudhe, kan heerumte 

marry fuudhuu, heerumuu 

massage (n.) sukkummii 

math herrega 

mattress firaashii 

maximum ol aanaa, hamma guddaa 
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meal nyaata 

measure safaruu 

meat foon 

mechanic makaanikii 

medication yaala fayyaa, yaalamuu 
medicine qoricha 

medium (adj.) giddu galeessa 

meet (v.) arguu, qunnamuu 

meeting walga’ii 

melon kuduraa sanyii dabaaqulaa 
melt baquu 

member miseensa 

menstruation abaaboo ji’aa, pireedii 
mental kan sammuu 

menu tarreeffama nyaataafi dhugaatii 
merchant daldalaa 

message ergaa 

messenger ergamaa, ergamtuu 

metal sibiila 

meter meetira 

metro station buufata lafakeessaa 
microwave ma ikiroweevii 

midday walakkeessa guyyaa, guyyaa 
middle gidduu 

midnight waarii, halkan walakkaa 
might tarii 

migraine dhukuba mataa cimaa 

mild kan namatti tolu 

mile maayila 

military loltuu, waraana 

milk aanan 

million kitila 

mine (pron.) koo / (n.) albuuda qotuu 
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minimum hamma xinnoo 

minor (adj.) xiqqoo, xinnoo / (n.) barumsa aantee, 
kan ga’eessa hin taane 

mint bigilaa urgooftuu 

minute daqiiqaa 

mirror daawwitii 

misunderstanding hubachuu dhabuu, 
dogoggoraan hubachuu 

mix waliin makuu 

mobile phone bilbila harkaa, bilbila moobayila 

moment yeroo sana 

Monday Wiixata 

money horii, qarshii 

monkey jaldeessa 

month ji’a, baatii 

monument siidaa 

moon ji’a 

more (ady.) caalaa, dabalata 

morning ganama 

mosque maskiida 

mosquito bookee 

mosquito net saaphana bookee 

most (adv.) kan caalu, yeroo baayyee 

motel moteela 

mother haadha 

mother-in-law amaatii 

motion sickness dhibee deemsaa 

motor motora 

motorcycle doqdoqqee 

mount (v.) yaabuu 

mountain gaara 

mouse hantuuta 

moustache hareeda 
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mouth afaan (qaama namaa) 

move (v.) socho’uu 

movie fiilmii 

movie theater galma tiyaatiraa, galma fiilmii 
Mr. (title) Obbo 

Mrs. (title) Aadde 

Ms. (title) Durbee 

much baayyee, hedduu 

mud dhoqqee 

mural fakkii keenyaa irratti kaafame 
murder ajjeechaa 

muscle irree 

museum muziyemii 

mushroom commee 

music muziqaa 

musical instrument meeshaa muuziqaa 
musician sirbaa, sirbituu 

Muslim Asilaama 

mussels uumama bishaanii kan nyaatamu 
mystery jeequmsa 


N 


naked qullaa 

name maqaa 

napkin waraqa lallaaftuu, sooftii 

narrow dhiphaa 

nation uummata, saba 

native kan biyyaa, dhalataa biyyaa 

nature uumama 

nausea garaa hammeessaa, jeequmsa garaa 
navigation kallattii deemsaa, godaansa 
navy (n.) (military) loltuu galaanaa irraa 
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near dhihoo 

nearby dhiheenya 

neck morma 

necklace faayaa mormaa 

need (v.) fedhuu, barbaaduu 

needle limmoo 

neighbor ollaa 

neighborhood ollummaa 

nephew durbii (dhiiraaf) 

nerve narvil 

neutral fayyaalessa 

never (ady.) tasa, qara 

new haaraa 

New Year bara haaraa, waggaa haaraa 

New Year’s Day guyyaa bara, waggaa haaraa 

New Year’s Eve jalbultii bara 

news oduu 

newspaper maxxansa 

next kan itti aanu 

next to itti aanee 

next year bara dhufu, bara itti aanu, waggaa dhufu, 
waggaa itti aanu 

nice gaarii, dansa 

niece durbii (dhalaaf) 

night halkan 

nightlife bashannana halkanii 

nine sagal 

nineteen kudhasagal 

ninety sagaltama 

no lakki 

noise sagalee, waca 

non-smoking iddoo itti hinxuuxamne 

noodles paastaa dheeraa, mataa 
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noon guyyaa 

normal kan barame, sirrii, qajeelaa 
north kaaba 

northeast kaaba bahaa 

northwest kaaba dhihaa 

nose funyaan 

note yaadannoo 

nothing homaa 

November Sadaasa 

now amma 

nowhere eessayyuu 

nuclear niyukileera 

nudist beach iddoo qullaa bashannanan 
number lakkoofsa 

nun moloksee 

nurse narsii, ogeettii fayyaa 

nuts (”.) ocholoonii 


O 


occupant jiraattota, qubattoota, abbaa qabeenyaa 
occupation gita hojii, hojii 

ocean galaana 

o’clock yeroo jedhametti 
October onkoloolessa 

octopus oktaapus 

odor foolii 

off (adv./ adj.) cufamaa, dhaamaa 
offend aarsuu, gaddisiisuu 

office waajjira 

officer itti gaafatamaa 

official seera qabeessa 

often yeroo tokko tokko 
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oil sileeddii, zayiitii 
OK/okay tole 

old dulloomaa 

olive ejersa 

on irra 

once tokko yeroo 

one tokko 

one-way kar-tokkee 
onion shunkurtaa 

only qofa 

open (v./adj.) banaa 
opera diraamaa muuziqaa 
operator oppireetara 
opposite faallaa 

option filannoo 

or yookaan 

oral afaaniin 

orange burtukana 
orchard iddoo kuduraafi fuduraa 
orchestra agarsiisa muuziqaa 
order ajaja 

ordinary dasiiba, callisee 
organ qaama 

organic kan uumamaa 
original orijinaala 

other kanbiroo 

ought qaba, ta’uu qaba 
our keenya 

out (adv) ala 

outdoor (adj.) kan manaan ala 
outdoors (n.) manaan ala 
outside ala 

oven midijjaa (ovanil) 
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over gararraa 
overdose hammaa ol 
overnight (adv.) halkan, halkan guutuu 


own (v.) qabaachuu 
owner abbaa qabeenyaa 


Pp 


pack (v.) korojootti walitti qabuu 
package nartuu, qabduu 
page fuula 
paid kafaltii 
pain waraansa, dhukkubbii 
painful waraansa, dhibee qabu 
painkiller waraansa wayyeessaa, dhibee wayyeessaa 
pair cimdii 
pajamas uffata halkanii 
pan eelee beddee(kan itti bilcheessan) 
pants uffata qaamaa hormaataa dhoksuuf uffatamu 
paper waraqa 
parcel maraa, cittuu 
pardon (n.) dhiifama / (v.) dhiifama gaafachuu 
parent maatii 
park (n.) iddoo dhaabbii, iddoo qubannaa / 
(v.) dhaabuu, qubsiisuu 
parking iddoo dhaabbii 
parliament mana maree 
partner daraboo, hiriyaa 
party gumii, paartii 
passenger karadeemaa _ 
passport paaspoortii 
password koodii, paaswoordii 
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pasta paasta 

pastry paastii 

path daandii miilaa 
patience obsa 

patient (n.) dhukubsataa 
pavement karaa lafoo 

pay kaffaluu 

payment kaffaltii 

pea ataril 

peace nageenya 

peach kookii 

peak ol ka’aa, fiixee 
peanuts ocholoonii 

pedal peedaalii 
pedestrian lafoo 

pen qalama, peennaa, kobbee 
penalty adabbii 

pencil irsaasii 

people uummata, namoota 
pepper qaaraa, corqaa 
percent dhibbentaa 
perfect sirrii, qajeelaa 
period (of time) wayitil 
permanent dhaabbataa 
permission hayyama 
permit (v.) hayyamuu / (n.) hayyama 
person nama 

personal humna namaa 
pest summii, silmii, ilbiisa 
pet beellada 

petrol boba’aa 

pharmacy dukkaana gorichaa, faarmaasti 
phone bilbila 
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phone booth wiirtuu bilbilaa 
phone card kaardii bilbilaa 
phone number lakoofsa bilbilaa 
photograph suuraa 
phrase gaalee 
physician ogeessa fayyaa 
piano pi’ aanoo 
pick (v.) fuudhuu, filuu, bu’uu 
picnic bashannana 
picture fakkii 
pie nyaata akka saambusaa, paayil 
piece muraa, citaa 
pig booyyee 
pigeon gugee, makoodii 
ill kiniinii, qoricha ulfa ittisu 
pillow boraatii, makaddaa 
pint safartuu dhangala’aa (gaalonii 1/8) 
pipe (n.) (plumbing) ujummoo / (v,) dabarsuu 
place iddoo, bakka 
plain (adj./n.) dirree, ifaa 
plan karoora, kaayyoo 
plane xiyyaara 
plant biqiltuu 
plastic laastikii, pilaastikii 
plate gabatee, saanii 
platform waltajjii, dooyaa 
play (n.) tapha / (v.) taphachuu 
pleasant gaarii, tolfataa 
please mee, maaloo 
plug (n.) sookeetii 
pocket kiisii 
poem walaloo 
point (n.) (in sports) tuqaa, qabxii 
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poison summii 

police poolisii 

police station buufata poolisii 

polite naamusa 

politics siyaasa 

pollution faalama 

pool iddoo daakaa 

population baayyina uummataa, baayyina namootag 

pork foon booyyee | 

portable kan deemuu, socho’uu danda’u 

possibly ni danda’ama 

post office mana poostaa 

postage baasii ergaa poostaa, kaffaltii ergaa poostaa 

postal code koodii poostaa 

postbox saanduqa poostaa 

postcard postikaardii 

postpone dabarsuu 

pot okkotee, waashoo 

potato donnicha 

pottery meeshaa suphee, suphee dha’uu 

poultry akaakuu hindaaqqoo 

pound (v.) tumuu, reebuu / (n.) paawundii; (English 
money) garshii Ingilizii 

pour buusuu,qicuu 

poverty rakkina, hiyyummaa 

power aangoo, humna 

pray kadhaa, kadhachuu 

prefer filachuu 

pregnant ulfa 

prescription ajaja 

president pirezidaantii 

price gatil 

priest qeesii 


120 


printer maxxansaa, pirlintara 
prison mana hidhaa, mana adabaa 
prisoner hidhamaa, adabamaa 

rivacy gofummaa ofii, jireenya dhuunfaa 
private kophaa, kan dhuunfaa 
private property qabenya dhuunfaa 
private room kutaa dhuunfaa, kutaa qofaa 
prize badhaasa 
probably ta’uu kan danda’u 
problem rakkina 
product hoomisha, firii 
professional ogeessa 
professor pirofeesara 
profile raga dhuunfaa 
profit bu’aa 

rogram sagantaa, karoora 
prohibit dhorkuu, dhorkaa 
project pirojectii, karoora 
promise (v.) waadaa galuu, abdachiisuu / (n.) waadaa 
promotion guddina 
pronounce sagaleessa 
proper sirrii, qajeclaa 
property qabeenya, leccaloo 
prosecute seeraan adabuu 
prosecution adabbii seeraa 
protect ittisuu, dhorkuu 
protest mormii 
Protestant pirotestaantii 
province godina, konyaa 
psychologist ogeessa sammuu 
public kan uummataa 
public telephone bilbila uummataa 
public toilet mana fincaanii uummataa 
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public transportation geejiba uummataa 
pudding mi’ ooftuu nyaata boodaa 
pull harkisuu 

pulse dhikkisa 

pump dabarsuu, tamsaasuu 

punch (drink) walmakaa (dhugaatit) 
puncture uraa, uramaa 

punish adabuu 

purchase bituu 

pure quiqulluu 

purple bifa hendhabaa, dhiilgee 
purpose dhimma 

purse korojoo 

push dhiibuu 

puzzle dingisiisaa 

pyramid piraamiidii 


Q 


qualify sadarkaa guutuu 

quality filatamaa, quiquiluu 

quantity baayyina 

quarantine iddoo kophaa, iddoo kopha galeessa 
quarter (fraction) ruubii, harka afurkeessaa tokko 
queen giiftii, haadhoo 

query gaaffii 

question (v.) gaafachuu / (n.) gaaffil 

queue hiriira waan hojjetamu tokkoo 

quick daddafaa, saffisaa 

quiet callisa 
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radio raadiyoo 

rail hadiida 

railroad daandii hadiidaa, kan sibiilaan tolfame 

rain (n.) bokkaa / (v.) roobuu 

ramp riqa, kortoo xiyyaaraa, ol, gadi jedhaa 

rape (7./v.) gudeeduu 

rapid si’ataa, saffisaa 

rare darbedarbee, waan yeroo heddu hinraawwanne 

rat hantuuta 

rate saffisa, sadarkaa 

ratio hirmaata 

ration qallaba 

raw dheedhii 

razor milaacii, qarabaa 

read dubbisuu 

ready qopha’aa 

rear horsiisuu, guddisuu 

reason sababa 

reasonable sababa qabeessa 

rebel finciluu 

rebellion finciltoota 

receipt nagahee 

receive fudhachuu 

recognize adda baasuu, baruu 

recommend eeruu, yaada kennuu 

record (v.) galmeessuu 

rectangle rogarfee 

recycle deebisanii fayyadamuu 

red diimaa 

referee (n.) to’ataa, hogganaa taphaa / (v.) to’achuu, 
hogganuu 
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refuge koluu galuu, iddoo baqaa 

refugee koluglaa, tuu 

refund (v,) maallaqa deebisuu / (n.) maallaqa deebi’, 

regime sirna mootummaa 

region naannoo 

registration galmee 

regular idilee 

relationship hariiroo, walitti dhufeenya 

relative fira 

reliable abdatamaa, kan abdatamu 

religion amantaa 

remedy (n.) furmaata 

remember yaadachuu 

remind yaadachiisa 

remove irraa baasuu, balleessuu 

rent (v.) kireeffachuu, kireessuu / (n.) kiraa 

repair suphuu 

repair shop dukkana suphaa 

repay lammee kaffaluu 

repayment kaffaltii lammee 

repeat irra deebi’ uu 

replace bakka buusuu 

reply deebii 

report gabaasa 

reporter gabaasaa 

republic rippaabilikii 

request (v.) gaafachuu, barbaaduu / (n.) gaaffii 

require gaafachuu, barbaaduu 

rescue baraarsuu 

reservation kan dursanii qaban 

reserve (v.) (a room, etc.) dursaabuu qabachuu / 
(n.) (money/water) qusachuu 
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reservoir kuusaa bishaanii 

respect (n.) kabaja/ (v.) kabajuu 

rest boqochuu 

restaurant mana nyaataa 

restricted (adj.) dhorkamaa 

resume eegaluu, itti fufuu 

retrieve iddootti deebisuu, fooyyessuu 

return deebi’uu, deebisuu 

reverse galagalchuu 

revive bayyanachiisuu, iddootti deebisuu 

rib lafee cinaachaa 

ribbon huccuu faayyaa 

rice ruuzii 

ride gulufsiisuu 

right (adj.) sirrii, qajeelaa / (n.) mirga 

ring (”.) (jewelry) qubeelaa; (sound) bilbila / 
(v.) bilbiluu, bulbilamuu 

riot jeequu 

rip tarsaasuu, baqaqsuu 

risk balaa, gaga’ama 

river laga 

road karaa, daandii 

road map kaartaa karaa, kaartaa daandii 

roasted waadamaa 

rob saamuu, hatuu 

robber saamaa, saamtuu 

rock (n.) dhagaa guddaa, qaa’oo / (v.) sochoosuu 

romance jaalala 

romantic kan jaalalaa 

roof soraa 

room kutaa 

room rate sadarkaa kutaa, gatii kutaa 
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room service tajaajila kutaa keessattii 

rope funyoo, haada 

rot samuu, tortoruu 

rotten samaa, tortoraa 

rough quqquuqaa 

round-trip imala dhaqaa galaa 

round-trip ticket tikeeta imala dhaqaa galaa 
route karaa, daandii 

royalty kaffaltii addaa 

rubber gommaa, laastikii 

rude addaggee, naamusa kan hingabne 

rug afata 

rugby tapha kubbaa walharkaa fuudhaa taphatamu 
rule seera 

run fiiguu 


S 


sacred kabajamaa 

sad gadda 

saddle kooraa, ba’aa 

safe iddoo maallaqi ka’amu 
safety qabattoo balaa ittisu 
sail dooniin imaluu 

salad salaaxaa 

salary miindaa 

sale gurguruu 

sales receipt nagahee gurgurtaa 
sales tax taaksii gurgurtaa 
salon goorduuba 

salt soogidda, ashaboo 
same walfakkii, tokko 
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sample iddattoo 

sanction qoqqobbii 

sanctuary iddoo baqaa, iddoo godaansaa 
sand cirracha 

sandals faantoo, kophee salphaa, siliipparii 
sandwich sanduchuu 

sanitary napkin waraqa mana fincaanii 
satellite satala’ itii 

Saturday sanbata duraa 

sauce ittoo 

sausage mar’umaan fooniifi mi’eessituun guutame 
save gusachuu, ol kaa’uu 

saw (n.) magaazii 

say jechuu 

scanner iskaanarii 

scar godaannisa 

scare nahuu 

scarf skaarbii 

scary sodaachisaa 

scene iddoo, haala 

scenery do’ ii, tiyaatira 

schedule sagantaa 

school mana barnootaa 

science saayinsii 

scissors Maqasii, qaxxaamura 

score (n.) tuqaa, qabxii / (v.) galmeessuu 
screen iskiriinii 

screw boloonii 

screwdriver hiituu boloonii, jabeessituu boloonii 
sculpture boca 

sea garba 

seafood nyaata galaanaa, qurxummiifi kan biroo 
seam buusaa, godaannisa, -hodhuu, micciiruu 
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search (n.) barbaacha, sakatta’a / (v.) barbaaduu 

seasick soda galaanaa 

season waktii 

seasonal kan waktii murta’etti ta’u, kan yeroo 

seasoning urgooftuu, mi’eessituu 

seat teessoo 

seat belt qabattoo teessoo 

seat number lakkoofsa teessoo 

second (n.) (in time) sekoondii / (adj.) (ordinal 
number) lammaffaa 

secondhand store mankuusa mi’a hinbarbaachisnee 

secret iccitii, dhoksaa 

secretary barreessituu 

section kutaa 

secular amantii irraa bilisa 

security nageenya 

sedative kan raffisu, kiniinii hirribaa 

see arguu 

seed ija, firii 

seek barbaaduu, fedhuu 

seem fakkata, ta’a 

select (v.) filachuu 

selection filannoo 

self-service of keessummeessuu, of tajaajiluu 

sell gurguruu, gurgurtaa 

seminar siminaarii 

senate seenetii 

senator miseensa seenetil 

send erguu 

senior hangafa, kan duraa 

sensitive kan salphaatti miidhamu, saaxilamu 

sentence hima ; 

separate (adj.) qofa galeessa / (v.) adda, qofaa baasuu 
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September Fulbaana 

serious cimaa, ulfaataa 

servant hojjettuu 

serve tajaajiluu, keessummeessuu 
server Sarvarii 

service tajaajila 

settlement qubsuma 

seven torba 

seventeen kudha torba 

seventy torbaatama 

sew hodhuu, suphuu 

sex saala 

shampoo shampuu 

share (v.) qooduu, qooddachuu, hiruu, hirachuu 
shark shaarkii 

sharp qara, sirrii 

shave haaduu 

shaving cream dibata haaddii 

she ishee, isee (see page 6) 

sheep hoolaa 

sheet hamsoolaa 

shellfish sanyii qurxummii kan nyaatamu 
shelter mana 

ship doonii 

shirt qomee, kannateeraa 

shoe kophee 

shoot (v.) rukutuu, dha’ uu 

shop (v.) dukkaana, suuqii 
shopkeeper abbaa dukkaanaa, suuqii 
shoplifting hanna suuqii 

shopping basket guboo bittaa, suuqii 
shopping center wiirtuu daldalaa 
shore garqara galaanaa, bishaantii 
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short gabaabaa, gabaabduu 

shot (v.) dhukaasuu / (n.) (photograph) suuraa 

shoulder gateettii 

shout wacuu, tyyuu 

show (v.) agarsiisuu, mul’isuu / (n.) agarsiisa 

shower iddoo dhiqannaa 

shut (v.) cufuu 

sick dhukkuba, dhukubsachuu 

side cina, bukkee 

sight (n.) (place) biyya/ (v.) arguu, karoorsuu 

sightseeing biyya daawwachuu 

sign mallattoo 

signal bakka ergaan baaburaa itti tamsa’u 

signature mallattoo 

silver birrii 

sing weeddisuu 

single (adj.) (m.) kan hinfuune, (f) kan heerumne; 
tokkicha, kopha galeessa 

sink meeshaa waa irratti miiccan 

sir obbo 

siren bilbila yeroo balaa, iyyuu 

sister obboleettii 

sit taa’l 

six ja’a 

sixteen kudha ja’a 

sixty jaatama 

size hamma, hanga 

skate (n.) mucuca, sigiggoo, kaphee mucuccoo / 
(v,) mucucaachuu, sigigaachuu 

ski (v.) cabbii irra sigigaachuu 

skis (n.) sigiggoo cabbii irraa 

skin gogaa 

skirt katee, boongoo 
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skull buqqee mataa 

sky samli, waaqa 

sleep (v.) rafuu 

sleeping bag korojoo keessa rafamu 
sleeping car konkolaataa keessa rafamu 
sleeping pills goricha hirribaa 

slow tirachuu, suuta jechuu 

small xinnoo, xiqqoo, madde 

smell foolii 

smile (7.) seequu, kolfuu / (v.) seeqi, kolfi 
smoke aara, aarsuu 

smoking xuuxuu, aarsuu 

smooth (adj.) suuta jedhaa, lallaafaa 
snack (n.) nyaata tursaa, eeggachiisaa 
snake bofa 

snow (n.) cabbii / (v.) cabbii ta’uu, cabbaa’uu 
soap samuunaa 

soccer tapha kubbaa miilaa 

socks kaalsii, shurraabii miilaa 

soft laafaa 

sold gurgurame 

sold out dhume, raawwate, fixame 
soldier loltuu 

some muraasa, hamma tokko 

someone nama tokko 

something waan tokko 

son ilma 

song weedduu, faaruu 

soon (adv.) amma, daddaffii 

sore (adj.) kan madaa’e, tortoraa / (n.) madaa 
sorry dhiifama 

sound sagalee 

soup mooqa 


ENGLISH-OROMO DICTIONARY 


sour dhangagga’aa, saakarra’aa 

source madda 

south kibba 

soy akuurii 

spare (adj.) xiqqoo, hafaa, bu’aa 

spare part qaama geeddaramu 

speak dubbachuu 

special kan addaa 

speed saffisa, ariitii 

speed limit daangaa saffisaa 

speedometer lakkooftuu saffisaa 

spell (v.) qubeessuu, barreessuu 

spend dabarsuu, fixuu, balleessu 

spicy mi’een kan itti baay’ ate 

spider sarariitii 

spine lafee dugdaa, qoree 

spoon fal’aana, maankaa 

sport ispoortil 

sports meeshaa ispoortii, meeshaa jabina qaamaa 

spring (season) arfaasaa, (water) burqaa, madda; 
(metal coil) shiboo utaalaa, shiboo reephisu 

square (town square) addabaabayii; (form) 
rogarfee 

stadium istaadoomii 

staff (in business) hojjettoota, miseensota 

stairs sadarkaa 

stamp teemberii 

stand dhaabbachuu 

standard sadarkaa 

start eegaluu, jalqabuu 

state (n.) biyya, haala, mootummaa 

station buufata 

statue siidaa 
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stay turuu 

steak muda foonii, muraa foonii 
steal hatuu 

step (v.) seenuu, itti galuu / (n.) sadarkaa, ejjennoo 
sterile quiqulluu, maseenaa 

stitch hodhaa, kirrii hodhaa 

stolen kan hatame, hatamaa 
stomach garaa 

stone dhagaa 

stop dhaabbii, dhaabbachuu 

store mankuusa 

storm obonboleettii 

stove gemmii, istoovii 

straight amanamaa, jorgoo 
stranger keessummaa, kan biyya hinbeekne 
street aspaaltii 

student barataa, barattuu 

study go’achuu, barachuu 
substitute bakka buusuu 

suburb daangaa magaalaa 

subway daandii baaburaa kan lafa jalaa 
sugar shukkaara 

suit (clothing) suufii, kootiifi surree 
suitcase korojoo harkaa 

suite mi’a manaa 

summer ganna 

summon waamuu, walitti qabuu 
sun aduu 

sunblock dibata miidhaa aduu ittisu 
sunburn qaama aduun gube 
supermarket dukkaana 

supplies kennuu, fedha guutuu 
surgeon baqasanii yaaluu 
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surgery yaalii baqaqsuu 
surname maqaa maatil 
surprise ajaa’iba, dingisiisaa 
surrender (v.) harka kennuu 
suspect (n.) shakkamaa / (v.) shakkuu 
swallow (v.) liqimsuu 

swear kakachuu, kakaa 
sweat dafqa 

sweet mi’aa 

swelling dhiita 

swim daakuu 

symbol mallattoo 

symptom mallattoo dhibee 
synagogue mana kadhannaa 
syringe siriinjii, lilmoo 
system tooftaa, mala 


T 


table minjaala 

tag mallattoo, baajii, ittistuu 

take fudhachuu 

talk dubbachuu 

tall heeraa 

tampon moodasii, ujummoo dhiiga xuuxu 

tape teeppii, haguugaa madaa 

taste (v.) dhamdhamuu, jaal’achuu / (n.) dhamdhama 

tax (v.) garaxuu / (n.) ashuuraa, gibira / sales tax 
taaksii gurgurtaa / airport tax geejiba buufata 
xlyyaaraa 

taxi taaksii 

tea shaayee 

teacher barsiisaa 
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telephone bilbila / public telephone bilbila 
yuummataa 
television televizyinii / cable TV haadaa TV 
tell himuu 
temperature ho’iinsa 
temple mana amantii, bataskaana 
temporary kan yeroo gabaabaa 
ten kudhan 
tenant qonnan bulaa 
tent dukkana 
territory daangaa 
terrorist shororkeessaa, jeeqaa 
test gormaata xinnoo, battalee, qoruu 
thank you ulfaadhu 
that san, sana 
theater tiyaatira 
then (adv.) achumaan, sana booda 
there achi 
they isaan (see page 6) 
thief hattuu 
thigh sarbaa 
thin galla, qalloo 
thing waa, hojii, hamma tokko 
think yaaduu 
thirsty dheebuu 
thirty soddoma 
this kana 
thought yaada 
thousand kuma 
threat sodaachisa, waakkannaa, yaaddoo 
threaten sodaachisuu, yaaddessuu 
three sadii 
throat laagaa 
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through karaa, keessaan 

throw darbachuu 

thumb abbuudduu 

thunder bakakkaa 

Thursday kamisa 

ticket tikeetii / round-trip ticket tikeeta imala 
dhaqaa galaa 

tie (v.) hidhuu / (n.) hidhaa 

time yeroo 

tip (n.) fiixee, odeeffannoo / (v.) kennaa tajaajilaa 

tire (v,) dadhabuu / (n.) gommaa / flat tire gommaa 
qilleensa yaase 

today har’a 

together waliin, wajjin 

toilet mana fincaanii / public toilet mana fincaanii 
uummataa 

toilet paper waraqaa mana fincaanii 

toll (n.) kaffaltii daandii / (v.) kaffaltii daandii 
kaffaluu 

tomato timaatimil 

tomorrow bor 

tonight har’a galgala 

tool meeshaa 

tooth ilkaan 

toothache dhibee ilkaanii 

toothbrush rigaa ilkaanii 

toothpaste goricha ilkaanii (quiqulleessuf) 

top gubbaa 

torture adoocha 

total waliigala 

touch tuquu 

tourist tuuristii 

towel fooxaa 
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town magaalaa 

trade daldala 

tradition aadaa 

traditional kan aadaa 

traffic tiraafikii, konkolaataa 

trail gaaduu, adamsuu, faana dha’uu 

train baabura / express train baabura kaffaltii 
train station buufata baaburaa 

transfer dabarsuu, ceessisuu 


transplant buqgqisanii dhaabuu 

transport geejiba 

transportation sirna geejibaa / public transpor- 
tation geejiba uummataa 

trap (v.) danquu, kiyyeessuu / (n.) kiyyoo 

trash kosii, gatamaa 

travel deemuu, imaluu 

tray saanii, tirii 

treat yaaluu, kunuunsuu 

trespassing weeraruu, umnaan qabachuu 

trial shaakala, yaalii 

triangle rogsadee 

tribe gosa, sanyi 

trick (n.) gowwomsa, mooksa / (v.) gowwomsuu, 
mooksuu 

trip deemsa, imala 

trolley konkolaataa elektirikaa 

trouble jeequmsa 

truck konkolaataa fe’ umsaa 

trunk jirma, iddoo waa ka’an 

trust (v.) amanuu / (n.) amantii 

truth dugaammaa 
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try yaaluu 

true dhugaa 

Tuesday Kibxata 

tunnel hulluuqsaa, karaa jala darbamu 

turn deebi’uu 

tutor barsiisaa 

twelve kudhalama 

twenty diddama 

twice yeroo lama, si’a lama 

twin lakkuu 

type (n.) akaakuu, sanyii, garee / (v.) barreessuu, 
qubeessuu 


U 


umbrella dibaabee, janxilaa 

uncle eessuma 

uncomfortable kan mijanne, kan hintolle 
unconscious yaada malee, utuu hinbeekin 
under jala 

underground lafa jala 

understand hubachuu 

underwear uffata jalaa 

undo dhiisuu 

unfamiliar kan duraan hinbeekamne 
unhappy gaddaa 

uniform (adj.) walfakkii, walqixa, akaakuu tokko 
union tokkummaa, waliigaltee 

United States yuna’ itid isteet 

university yunivarsitii 

unlock banuu 

until hamma, hanga 

unusual kan hinbaramne, kan addaa 
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up ( adv. J ol 
use (v.) fayyadamuu / (n.) faayidaa 
ysual baramaa, beekamaa 


V 


yacancy iddoo duwwaa, iddoo banaa 

vacant duwwaa, banaa 

vacation bogonnaa 

vaccinate talaaluu 

vaccination talaallii 

vanilla naana’ee, naanaa 

vegetable kuduraa 

vegetarian kan ashaakiltii, kuduraa qofa nyaatu 

yehicle konkolaataa, makiinaa 

veil huccuu fuula ittiin haguugan 

vein hidda dhiigaa, miira 

verb gochima, xumura 

very baayyee 

video vidi’oo 

view ilaaluu, fuula, ija , kaayyoo 

village ganda 

violence lola, jeequmsa 

virus vaayirasii 

visa viizaa / entry visa viizaa seensaa 

visit (v.) daawwachuu / (n.) daawwii, daawwannaa 

visitor daawwataa, daawwattuu 

voice sagalee 

volunteer (v.) fedhaan of kennaa, hayyamamaa / 
(v) fedhaan of kennuu, hayyamamuu 

vomit balaqqama 

vote filachuu 


wait eeguu 

wake (v.) ka’uu, dammaquu 

walk (v.) deemuu / (n.) deemsa 

wall keenyaa 

wallet borsaa maallaqaa, korojoo maallaqaa 

want fedhuu, barbaaduu 

war lola 

warm ho’a 

warn akeekkachiisuu 

warning akeekkachiisa, of eeggannoo 

wash dhiquu, miiccuu 

washing machine maashina uffata miiccu 

watch (v.) ilaaluu, eeguu / (1.) (timepiece) saatil 

water bishaan 

we nu, nuti (see page 6) 

wear uffachuu 

weather haala qilleensaa 

wedding sirna gaa’elaa 

Wednesday Roobii 

week torban, torbee 

weekday guyyaa hojii 

weekend sanbataafi dilbata 

weigh safaruu, filachuu 

welcome (interjection) baga nagaan dhuftan / 
(v.) hanaadhufu 

well (interjection) tole, gaarii / (n. ) (for water) 
boolla bishaanii, eela 

west dhiha 

what maal 

wheat qamadii 

wheel marii, qajeelchaa 
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wheelchair teessoo gommaa qabu 
when yoom 
where eessa 
whistle (v.) fooricuu, siiqsuu / (v.) ulullee 
white adii 
who eenyu 
why maalif 
wife haadhawarraa 
wild bineensa 
win mo’uu 
wind (n.) gilleensa 
window foddaa 
wine wayinii, daadhii hennedhabaa 
wing koochoo, labooba, baallee 
winter bona 
wipe haxaa’uu, haquu 
wire shiboo 
wireless Internet intarneetii shiboo malee 
wisdom birmadummaa 
wise abshaala 
withdraw gaddhiisuu, gadilakkisuu 
withdrawal gaddhiisa, gadilakkisa 
without malee 
woman dubartii 
wood qoraan 
woods daggala, bosona 
wool suufii 
word jecha 
work (n.) hojii / (v.) hojjechuu 
world addunyaa 
worm raammoo 
worry (v.) dhiphachuu / (v.) dhiphina 
wrap (v.) maruu 
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wrist ciqilee 
write barreessuu 
wrong doggoggora 


X 
X-ray raajil 
x 


year bara, waggaa / last year bara darbee / next 
year bara dhufu, bara itti aanu, waggaa dhufu, 
waggaa itti aanu 

yeast raacitii 

yell waamuu 

yellow bifa keelloo 

yes eeyyee 

yesterday kaleessa 

yogurt itittuu 

you (sing.) si, ati; (pl.) isin (see page 6) 

young dargaggoo 

youth yeroo dargaggummaa 


Z 


zealous gammadaa, bashaadaa 

zero duwwaa, zeeroo 

zipper cufaa, cuftuu 

z00 iddoo bineensa itti tursan, eegan 


142 


PHRASEBOOK 


BASIC PHRASES & WORDS 


BASIC PHRASES & WORDS 

Hello. Hi! Help! 
Akkam. / Hallo. Jirtaa! Gargaarsa! 
Yes. No. 


Eeyyee. Lakki. 


Excuse me. (to get attention) Excuse me. (to pass) 


As irratti. / Dhiifama. Dhiifama. 
Okay. Please. 

Tole. Maaloo. / Mee. 

Thank you. You’re welcome. 


Ulfaadhu. / Galatoomi. © Homaa miti. 


I’m sorry. Excuse me. 
Dhiifama. / Baayyeen gadda. Dhiifama. 
It doesn’t matter. I need ... 

Homaa miti. Barbaada ... 

Do you speak English? 


Afaan Ingilizii dubbachuu dandeessaa? 


Where is the bathroom? 
Iddoon dhiqannaa eessa? 


Good morning. Akkam bulte. / Akkam bultan. 
Good afternoon. Akkam oolte. / Akkam ooltan. 
Good evening. Akkamitti galfaleeffatan. / 

Akkam jirtu. 
Good night. Akkam dhiissifattan. / Akkam ooltan. 
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Welcome! 
Baga nagaa dhufte! / Baga nagaa dhuftan! 


What’s your name? 
Maqaan kee eenyu? 


My nameis... | 
Maqaan koo... 


Pleased to meet you. | 
Wal arguun keenya natti tole. | 
| 


How are you? 
Akkam jirta? / Akkam jirtu? 


I’m fine, thank you. 
Fayyaa kooti, ulfaadhu/dha. 


And you? 


Atoo? / Isin hoo? 

See you... 

Walargina ... | 

| 

soon later tomorrow 
sa’a muraasatti booda bor 

Take care! Goodbye. 

Of eeggadhu! Jedhi. / Nagaatti. 

Who? Eenyu? What? Maal? | 

Where? Eessa? When? Yoom? | 

Why? Maalif? 

Entrance Seensa Exit Bahiinsa 
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| open banaa closed cufamaa 


good gaarii bad badaa / gadhee 


this kana that sana 
here as there achi 

| Sir obbo Madam aadde 
Mr. obbo 
Ms. aadde / obbo 
Mrs. aadde 
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LANGUAGE DIFFICULTIES 


Do you speak English? 
Afaan Ingilizii ni dubbattaa? 


Does anyone here speak English? 
Namni A faan Ingilizii beeku jiraa? 


I don’t speak Oromo. 
Afaan Oromoo hin beeku. 


I speak only a little Oromo. 
Afaan Oromoo xinno xinnon dubbadha. 


I speak only English. 
Afaan Ingilizii qofan dubbadha. 


Do you understand? 


Siif galee? 
I understand. I don’t understand. 
Naagalee jira. Naaf hingalle. 


What does ... mean? 
,.. jechuun maal jechuudha? 


How do you say ... in Oromo? 
Afaan Oromoon akkamitti jetta/sagaleessita ...? 


How do you spell ...? 
... akkamiin qubeessita? 
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Could you please ...? 
Maaloo ...? 


repeat that 
irra naaf deebi’i 


speak more slowly 
suuta dubbadhu 


speak louder 
sagalee ol kaasii dubbadhu 


point out the word for me 
jecha tokko tokkoon dubbadhu 


write that down 
isa dubbatte naaf barreessi 


wait while I look it up 
hamman ilaalutti obsi 
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ARRIVAL, DEPARTURE, AND 
CLEARING CUSTOMS 


I’m here... _... fin as dhufe. 


on vacation Bogonnaa 

for business Hojii 

to visit relatives Fira gaaffachuu 
to study Barumsa 


I’m just passing through. 
Asiin darbuu 


I’m going to... I’m staying at... 
..n deemaan jira. ..0 tura. 


I’m staying for X... 
... fin tura. 


days Guyyaa muraasa 
weeks Torban muraasa 
months Ji’a / Baatii 


I have nothing to declare. 
Wanti an jedhu/galmeessu hinjiru. 


I’d like to declare... 
... jechuun barbaada. 


Do I have to declare this? 
Kana jechuu/galmeessuun gabaa? 
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You Might Hear 


Wanti jettu/galmeessitu jiraa? 
Do you have anything to declare? 


Kana ofii keetii/keessanii walitti qabdaa/qabduu? 
Did you pack this on your own? 


Mee korojoo kana bani. 
Please open this bag. 


Kanaaf qaraxa kaffaluu qabda. 
You must pay duty on this. 


Yeroo hammamiif turta? 
How long are you staying? 


Eessa turta? 
Where are you staying? 


That is mine. That is not mine. 

Kun kan kooti. Kun kan koo miti. 

This is a gift. This is for personal use. 

Kun kennaadha. Kun dhimaa dhuunfaa koof oola. 
I’m with a group. I’m on my own. 


Garee faanan jira. Qofaa koon jira. 
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You Might See 


® Immigireshinii Immigration 

~ Gumuruka Customs 

» To’annoo Paaspoortii Passport Control 
~ Adda fo’amuu /Qoodamuu Quarantine 
c lammii Oromoo Oromo citizens 

® Lammii biyya diidaa Foreigners 

* garaxa irraa bilisa duty-free 

* Komii mi’aa Baggage Claim 

* Iddoo sakatta’aa Check-in 

» Poolisii Police 

Sakatta’a dhimma nageenyaa Security Check — 


Here is my... 
..0 koo kana. 


boarding pass tikeetii dabalataa/imalaa 
ID enyummeessaa 

passport paaspoortii 

ticket tikeetii 

visa viizaa 
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BUYING TICKETS 


Where can I buy a... ticket? 
Tikeeta ... eessaan muradha/bita? 


| bus atoobisii 
| plane xiyyaara 
| train baabura 
subway baabura lafa jala 


one-way deemsaa ykn deebii 
round-trip deemsaafi deebii 


first class sadarkaa tokkoffaa 
economy class sadarkaa diinagdee 
business class sadarkaa giddugalaa 


A ticket to ... please. How much? 
Tikeeta bakka ... Meeqa? 
One ticket, please. Two tickets, please. 


Tikeeta tokko naaf kenni. Tikeeta lama naaf kenni 


Is there a discount for ...? 
... wanti hirrisamu jiraa? 


children Daa’ima 

senior citizens Lammii kabajamoo 
students Barattoota 

tourists Tuurstoota 


I have an e-ticket. 
Tikeeta elektirooniksiin qaba. 


Do I need to stamp the ticket? 
Tikeeticha irratti caaphaa gochuun qabaa? 


152 PHRASEBOOK 


TRAVEL & TRANSPORTATION 


You Might See 


Foddaa Tikeetaa Iddoo Qabamaa 
Ticket Window Reservations 


Can I buy a ticket on the...? 
... keessatti tikeetii murachuu nan danda’aa? 


bus Atoobisii 

train Baabura 

subway Baabura lafa jalaa 
boat Bidiruu 


I’d like to ... my reservation. 
Iddoon qabadhe ...n barbaada. 


cancel dhiisuu 
confirm mirkaneessuu 


How long is this ticket valid for? 
Tikeetiin kun hammamiif fudhatama gaba? 


I’d like to leave ... I'd like to arrive ... 
... deemuun barbaada. ... ga’uun barbaada. 
today Harra 


tomorrow Bor 

next week Torbee dhufu 

in the morning Ganama 

in the afternoon Sa’a booda 
in the evening Galgala keessa 
late at night Halkan 
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TRAVELING BY AIRPLANE 


When is the next flight to ...? 
... xiyyaarri itti aanu yoom balali’a? 


Is there a bus/train to the airport? 
Atoobisiin/Baaburri buufata xiyyaaraa deemu jiraa? 


How much is a taxi to the airport? 
Taaksiin buufata xiyyaaraa meeqaan nageessa? 


Airport, please. 
Maalo gara buufata xiyyaaraa. 


My airline is ... 
Daandiin xiyyaarra kiyyaa...dha 


My flight leaves at... 
Xiyyaarri koo sa’a ...tti ka’a/balali’a. 


My flight number is... 
Lakkofsi balalii xiyyaara kiyyaa...dha. 


| What terminal? What gate? 
Buufa kamiin? Balbala kamiin? 


Where is the check-in desk? 
Deeskii sakatta’aa eessa? 


My name is... I’m going to... 
Magaan koo...dha. ..n deema. 


Is there a connecting flight? 
Balaliin qunnamsiisu jira? 


ee eee Sain EnnE EERE 
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4 Iddoo sakatta’aa Check-in 


Iddoo sakatta’a tikeeta elektirooniksii 
E-ticket check-in 


» tikeeta dabalataa/galmee imalaa boarding pass 


, Lakkoofsa gabatee/saanqaa Boarding 
_ Wardiyaa Security 


Iddoo korojoo fudhatan Baggage Claim 


» Biyya alaa International 
* Biyya keessa Domestic 


Ga’umsa Arrivals 
Ka’umsa Departures 
Qunnamsiisa Connections 


I'd like ... flight. 
Balalii ...n barbaada. 


a direct kallatti 
a connecting qubatee ka’aa 
an overnight halkanii 


How long is the layover? 
Qubatee hammam tura? 


Do I have to check this bag? 
Korojoo kana sakattaassisuun qabaa? 


How much luggage is allowed? 
Korojoo meegatu hayyamama? 
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Kan itti aanu! Next! 


Mee paaspoortii/tikeeta dabalataa. 
Your passport/boarding pass, please. 


Kiisii kee duwwaa/qullaa godhi. 
Empty your pockets. 


Kophee baafadhu. 
Take off your shoes. 


Meeshaa sibiila qabu saaniirra kaa’i. 
Place all metal items in the tray. 


Lakkoofsa imalaa ... 
Flight number ... 


Lakkoofsa tikeeta dabalataa/imalaa ... 
Now boarding flight number ... 


Lakkoofsa balbalaa ... 
Gate number ... 
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I have... 
...n qaba. 


one suitcase two suitcases 
Borsaa harkaa tokko Borsaa harkaa lama 


one/two carry-on(s) 
On item(s)-shaanxaa duddaa tokko/lama 


I’d like a/an ... seat. 
An teessoo ... barbaada. 


window aisle exit row 
naannoo foddaa_ _ gidduu toora bahaa 


Can you seat us together? 
Walbira nu teessisuu dandeessaa? 


Is the flight ...? 
Imalli xiyyaarichaa ... ? 


on time delayed cancelled 
yeroonil ni barfata _ni hafa 


Where is the baggage claim? 
Iddoon korojoo fudhatan eessa? 


I’ve lost my luggage. 
Korojoo koon gate. 


My luggage has been stolen. 
Korojoon koo ni hatame. 


My suitcase is damaged. 
Shaanxaan koo harkaa miidhamee jira. 
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TRAVELING BY TRAIN 


Which line goes to ... Station? 
Sarara kamtu buufa ... geessa? 


Is it direct? Do I have to change trains? 
Kallattiidha? Baabura jijjiiruutu narraa eegamaa? 
Is it a local train? Is it an express train? 


Baabura biyya keessati? Baabura saffisaati? 


I’d like to take the high-speed train. 
Baabura saffiisaan barbaada. 


Can I have a schedule? 
Sagantaa argachuun danda’aa? 


When is the last train back? 
Baaburri inni dhumaa yoom deebi’a? 


Which track? Where is track ...? 
Daandii kam? Daandiin ... kami? 


Where is/are the ...? 
... meerre? 


dining car Konkolaataa nyaata dhiyeessu 
information desk Deeskii odeeffannoo 
luggage lockers Saaxinii korojoo keessa ka’an 
reservations desk Deeskii dursanii qabachuu 
ticket machine Maashina tikeetaa 

ticket office Biiroo tikeeta 

waiting room Iddoo turtii 
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This is my seat. Here is my ticket. 
Kun teessoo kooti Tikeetiin koo kunooti. 


Can I change seats? 


What station is this? What is the next station? 
Buufati kun maal jedhama? Buufati itti aanu maali? 


Does this train stop at...? 
Baaburri kun...tti ni dhaabbataa? 


TRAVELING BY BUS 


Where is the nearest bus stop? 
Dhaabbati atoobisii dhi’ootti argamu eessa? 


Which ...? 
Kam? 


gate line Station stop 
Balbala Sarara Buufata Dhaabbata 


Can I have a bus map? 
Kaartaa atoobisii argachuun danda’aa? 


How far is it? 
Hammam fagaata? 


How do I get to...? 
Akkamiinan ... deemuu danda’a? 


Which bus do I take for ...? 
..f atoobisii kamiinan gqabadha? 
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Dhaabata atoobisii Karaaseensaa Karaa bahaa 
Bus stop Entrance Exit 


ee@e@e#eees#s# 


Is this the bus to ...? 
Atoobisiin kun kan... deemuudha? 


When is the... bus to...? 
Atoobisiin ... yoom ... deema? 


first next last 
| jalqaba itti aanu dhumaa 


Do I have to change buses? 


Atoobisii jijjiiruutu narraa jiraa? 


Where do I transfer? 
Eessattan kan biraatti ce’a? 


Can you tell me when to get off? 
yeroon bu’uu qabu natti himtaa? 


How many stops to ...? 
...f dhaabata meeqatu hafa? 


Where are we? 
Amma eessa geenyee jirra? 


Next stop, please! 
Maaloo dhaabata itti aanutti! 


Stop here, please! 
Asitti dhaabi! 
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TRAVELING BY TAXI 


Taxi! Where can I get a taxi? 
Taaksii! Taaksii eessaan argadha? 


Can you call a taxi? I’d like a taxi now. 
Taaksii naa waamtaa? Taaksiin barbaada amma. 


I’d like a taxi in an hour. 
Sa’a tokko keessatti taaksiin barbaada. 


Pick me up at... Take me to... 
..tti nafuudhi. ...tti nageessi. 


this address Teessoo kanatti 

the airport Buufata xiyyaaraa 

the train station Buufata baaburaa 
the bus station Buufata atoobisii 


Can you take a different route? 
Karaa biraa deemuu dandeessaa? 


Can you drive faster/slower? 
Saffisaan/Suuta oofuu dandeessaa? 


Stop/Wait here. 
Asitti na eegi. 


How much will it cost? You said it would cost... 
Meega kafalchiisa? ... kafalchiisa jettee. 


Keep the change. 
Deebii fudhadhu. 


PHRASEBOOK 161 


TRAVEL & TRANSPORTATION 


TRAVELING BY CAR 


Renting a Car 


Where is the car rental? 
Konkolaataan kiraa eessaa argama? 


I’d like a/an ... 
...n barbaada. 


cheap car konkolaataa rakasa 
compact car konkolaataa xinnoo 

van vaanii 

SUV konkolaataa ispoortii 

scooter iskuuter / gaarii miilaa 
motorcycle doqdoqqee 

air conditioning mijeessaa qilleensaa 
child seat teessoo daa’imaa 


automatic transmission 
konkolaataa atomaatikil 


manual transmission 
konkolaaataa atomaatikii hintaane 


How much does it cost ...? 
... meega na kafalchiisa? 


per day per week 
guyyaa tokkotti turban tokkotti 
per kilometer per mile 
kiilomeetiraan maayilaan 


for unlimited mileage 
maayila hinmurtoofnetti 
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‘ Horii kuufachuun barbaada. 
I’ll need a deposit. 


4 Kan jalqabaa asitti. Asitti mallatteessi. 
_ Inital here. Sign here. 


with full insurance 
kan wabii guutuu qabu 


What kind of fuel does it use? 
Boba’aa akkamii fudhata/fayyadama? 


Are there any discounts? 
Wanti namaaf hirratu jiraa? 


I have an international driver’s license. 
An hayyama officha addunyaan qaba. 


I don’t have an international driver’s license. 
An hayyama officha addunyaa hingabu. 


I don’t need it until ... 
Hamma ...tti hinbarbaadu. 


Monday Wiixata Friday Jimaata 
Tuesday Kibxata Saturday Sanbata dura 
Wednesday Roobii Sunday Dilbata 
Thursday Kamisa 
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Fuel and Repairs 


Where’s the gas station? 
Buufati boba’aa eessatti argama? 


Fill it up. I need ... 
Itti guuti. ...n barbaada. 


gas Gaazii / Qilleensa 


leaded kan saamsame 
unleaded kan hinsaamsamne 


regular idilee 

super baayyee gaarii 
premium kan gatii ol aanaa 
diesel naafxaa 


Check the... 
.dlaali. 


battery Baatirii 

brakes Marshii 

headlights Ibsaa konkolaataa 

oil Boba’aa 

radiator Radi’atarii 

tail lights Fireechaa 

tires Gommaa 

transmission Akkaataa fudhannaa boba’aa 


The car broke down. 
Konkoolaataan cabe. 


The car won’t start. 
Konkolaataan ka’uu dide. 
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ofiin of keessummeessuu/tajaajiluu 
self-service 


tajaajila guutuu 


full-service 
I ran out of gas. I have a flat tire. 
Boba’ aan fixe. Gommaan najalaa ciise. 
I need a... 
...n barbaada. 


jumper cable Shiboo walqunnamsiisaa 
mechanic Makaanikii 
tow truck Konkolaata konkolaataa kaasu 


Can you fix the car? 
Konkolaaticha suphuu dandeessa? 


When will it be ready? 
Yoom ga’uu danda’a? 


Driving Around 


Can I park here? 
As dhaabuu nan danda’aa? 


Where’s the parking lot/garage? 
Garaajiin eessatti argama? 
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Dhaabi Kenni Dandii kar-tokkee 
Stop Yield One way 


Seenuun dhorkaadha Saffisa murta’aa 


Do not enter Speed limit 


How much does it cost? 
Meega kafalchiisa? 


Is parking free? 
Bilisa dhaabuun ni danda’amaa? 


What’s the speed limit? 
Saffisi murta’aan oofichaa meeqa? 


How much is the toll? 
Daandicha irra oofuun meeqa kafalchiisa? 


Can I turn here? 
Asitti marfachuu nan danda’aa? 


Problems while Driving 


There’s been an accident. 
Balaa konkolaatatu jira. 


Call the police. 
Poolisiif bilbili. / Tiraafikiif bilbili. 
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Call an ambulance. 
Ambulaansiif bilbili. 


My car has been stolen. 
Konkolaataan koo hatame. 


My license plate number is ... 
Lakkoofsi hayyama gabatee koo ... 


Can I have your insurance information? 
wabii kee ilaalchisee odeeffannoo argachuun danda’aa? 


Getting Directions 


Excuse me, please! Can you help me? 
Dhiifama! Nagargaaruu dandeessa? 
Is this the way to...? How far is it to ...? 
Karaan kun kan... geessu? __.... hammam fagaata? 


Is this the right road to...? 
Karaan kun karaa sirrii gara... nama geessuu? 


How much longer until we get to ...? 
Hamma ...tti hammam dheerata? 


Where’s ...? 
... eessatti argama? 


... Street aspaaltiin ... 

this address teessoon kun 

the highway karaan saffisaa 

the downtown area naannoon walakkaa magaalaa 


PHRASEBOOK 167 


ee a, 


TRAVEL & TRANSPORTATION 


You Might Hear 


Kallattiin fulduratti deemi. Go straight ahead. 
Gara mirgaatti gori/magi. Turn right. 
Gara bitaatti gori/magi. Turn left. 


gara aspaaltiittii irraan across the street 


- naannoo golee around the corner 


— fulduratti forward 


fuuldura in front (of) 


duubatti backward booda behind 


qaxxaamura itti aanutti at the next intersection 


» ibsaa tiraafika itti aanutti at the next traffic light 


aanee next to dhihoo near 
dura before fagoo far 


“ aanee/booda after 
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kaaba_ kibba_ baha _lixa 
north south _ east west 


... qabadhu Take ... 


riqicha the bridge 

kara bahaa the exit 

daandii/karaa saffisaa the highway 
aspaaltii... ... Street/Avenue 
marfata the traffic circle 

hulluqsa the tunnel 
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Where am I? 
Amma eessan jira? 


Can you show me on the map? 
Kaartaa irraa natti agarsiistaa? 


Do you have a road map? 
Kaartaa daandii/karaa qabdaa? 


How do I get to...? 
.. akkamiinan deema? 


How long does it take ...? 
... hammam fagaata? 


on foot miilaan 

by car konkolaataan 

using public transportation konkolaataa 
uummataa 


I’m lost. 
karaatu narkaa bade. 
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Where is the nearest ...? 
... dhihoon eessatti argama? 


Can you recommend a/an ...? 
... naa eeruu dandeessaa? 


hotel Hoteela 

inn Mana nyaataa xinnoo 
bed-and-breakfast Sireefi ciree 
motel Moteela 

guesthouse Mana keessummaa 
(youth) hostel Hosteela 


I’m looking for ... accommodations. 
Bakkaturmaata ...n barbaada. 


inexpensive rakasa 

luxurious mi’aa/kan gatii olka’aa 

traditional kan aadaa 

clean quiqulluu 

conveniently located iddoo mijataatti kan 
argamu 


Is there English-speaking staff? 
Hojjetaan afaan Ingilizii dubbatu jiraa? 


BOOKING A ROOM AND CHECKING IN 


I have a reservation under ... 
Kutaan ... dursee qabadhen qaba. 


Do you have any rooms available? 
Kutaan kireeffamu jiraa? 


— 
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bakka duwwaa bakki duwwaan hinjiru 
vacancy no vacancy 


I’d like a room for tonight. 
Halkan kanaafan kutaa barbaada. 


I don’t have a reservation. 
Kanan dursee qabadhe hingabu. 


Can I make a reservation? 
Dursee gqabachuu nan danda’aa. 


I’d like to reserve a room ... for XX nights. 
Kutaa ... halkan ...f dursee qabachuun barbaada. 


for one person nama tokkoof 
for two people nama lamaaf 


with a queen-size bed siree baayyee bal’aa 
kan qabu 
with two beds siree lama kan gqabu 


How much is it? 
Gatiin isaa meeqa? 


How much is it per night/person? 
Halkan/Nama tokkootti meeqa? 


Is breakfast included? 
Ciree ni dabalataa? 
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Does that include sales tax (VAT)? 
Vaatii ni dabalataa? 


Can I pay by credit card? 
Kaardii qusannoon kaffaluun nan danda’aa? 


Do you have (a/an) ...? 
... qabdaa? 


air conditioning Mijeessaa qilleensaa 

business center Iddoo waa bitatan / Daldalaa 

cots Siree dachaatuu 

crib Siree daa’imaa 

elevator Kortoo gamoo 

gym Jiimii 

hot water Bishaan ho’aa 

kitchen Kushiinaa / Iddoo waa itti bilcheefatan 

laundry service Iddoo uffata itti miiccan / 
Lawundarii 

linens Uffata siree 

microwave Ma’ikiroweevii / Distii 

non-smoking rooms Iddoo tamboon itti 
hinxuuxamne 

phones Bilbila 

pool Iddoo daakaa 

private bathrooms Iddoo dhiqannaa dhuunfaa 

restaurant Mana nyaataa 

room service Tajaajila iddo ciisichaa 

safe Kazzanaa / Iddoo waa keewwatan 

television Teelevizyinii 

towels Fooxaa 

wireless Internet Intarneetii shiboo malee hojjetu 
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Is there a curfew? 
Yeroo sochii murta’aan jiraa? 


When is check-in? 
Yeroo akkamii kutaa galuun danda’ama? 


May I see the room? 
Kuticha ilaaluu nan danda’aa? 


How can somebody call my room? 
Nammi akkamiin kutaa kotti bilbiluu danda’a? 


Do you have anything ...? 
Waan ... qabduu? 


bigger guddaa ta’e quieter callisaa 
cleaner qulqulleessaa less expensive rakasa 
I'll take it. Is the room ready? 


Nan gabadha/fudhadha. Kutichi qopha’aadhaa? 


When will the room be ready? 
Kutichi yeroo kam qopha’a? 


AT THE HOTEL 


room number lakkoofsa kutaa 
floor afala / lafa 
room key furtuu kutaa 
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Where is the ...? 
_.. meerre/eessatti argama? 


bar Iddoo dhugaatii 

bathroom Kutaa dhiqannaa 
convenience store Mankuusa / Iddoo waak’an 
dining room Iddoo nyaataa 

drugstore Mana gorichaa / F aarmaasil 
elevator Kortoo 

information desk Deeskii odeeffannoo 
lobby Seensa guddaa 

pharmacy Mana gorichaa / Faarmaasii 
pool Iddoo daakaa 

restaurant Mana nyaataa 

shower Iddoo dhigqannaa 


Can I have (a) ...? 
... argachuun danda’aa? 


another room key Furtuu kutaa biroo 

blanket Awusaa / Uffata qorraa 

clean sheets Hamsoolaa quiqulluu 

pillow Tiraazii / Makadda 

plug for the bath Qadaada gaandaa 

soap Saamunaa 

toilet paper Waraqa mana fincaanil 

towels Fooxaa 

wake-up call at... Bilbila sa’a ... hirribaa nama 
kaasu 


Can I stay an extra night? 
Halkan dabalataaf turuu nan danda’aa? 
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I would like to place these items in the safe. 
Kanniin kaazinaa/iddoo naamusaa kaa’uun barbaada. 


I would like to retrieve my items from the safe. 
Meeshaa koo kaazinaa/iddoo naamusaa keessaa 
fudhaachuun barbaada. 


Problems at the Hotel 


There’s a problem with the room. 
Kutichi rakkina qaba. 


The... doesn’t work. 
...n hin hojjetu. 


air conditioning Mijeessaa qilleensaa 
door lock Cufaa balbalaa 

hot water Bishaan ho’aa 

shower Iddoo dhiqannaa 

sink Iddoo godaa itti dhiqan 

toilet Mana fincaanii 


The lights won’t turn on. 
Ibsaan hin ifu. 


The... aren’t clean. 
... quigulla’aa miti. 


pillows Makaddaa / Tiraazii 
sheets Hamsoolaa 
towels Fooxaa 


The room has bugs/mice. 
Kutichi geergoo/hantuuta qaba. 
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The room is too noisy. 
Kuticha waca qaba. 


I’ve lost my Key. I’ve locked myself out. 
Furtuu koon gate. Alattan ofitti cufe. 


CHECKING OUT OF THE HOTEL 


When is check-out? 
Sa’a meeqatti gaddhiisama? 


When is the earliest I can check out? 
Sa’a meeqattan dursee gadhiisuu danda’a? 


When is the latest I can check out? 
Yeroon gaddhiisuu inni dhumaa sa’a meegatti? 


I would like to check out. 
Gadhiisuun barbaada. 


I would like a receipt. 
Nagaheen barbaada. 


I would like an itemized bill. 
Naga’ee seera qabeessan barbaada. 


There’s a mistake on this bill. 
Nagaheen kun dogoggora qaba. 


Please take this off the bill. 
Kana nagahicha keessaa baasi. 


The total is incorrect. 
Herregi waliigalaa dogoggora qaba. 
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I would like to pay ... 
an ... kafaluun barbaada. 


by credit card kaaardii qusannoon 
by (traveler’s) check cheekii imltootaan 
in cash harkatti 


My credit card number is ... 
Kaardiin qusannoo koo... 


Can I leave my bags here until ...? 
Korojoon koo hamma ...tti as turuu danda’aa? 


RENTING ACCOMMODATIONS 
I’d like to rent (a/an)... 


... kKireefachuun barbaada. 


apartment Appaartaamaa 
house Mana guutuu 
room Kutaa 


How much is it per week? 
Kiraan isaa torbanitti meeqa? 


Do you require a deposit? 
Qusannoo ni barbaaddaa? 


When is the rent due? 
Kiraan yoom ga’a? 


I intend to stay for XX months. 
Ji’a ...f turuun barbaada. 
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Is it furnished? 
Meeshaa guutuu qabaa? 


Does it have/include (a/an) ...? 
... ni dabalataa? 


cooking utensils Meeshaa waa itti bilcheessan 
dishes Saanii 

dryer Qoorsaa / Waan ittiin qoorsan 

kitchen Kushiinaa / Iddo itti bilcheessan 
linens Uffata siree 

towels Fooxaa 

washing machine Maashina huccuu miiccu 


Who is the superintendent? 
Ittigaafatamaan eenyu? 


Who should I contact for repairs? 
Suphiinsaaf eenyuunan qunnama? 


CAMPING AND THE OUTDOORS 


campsite iddoo buufataa 


Can I camp here? 
As buufachuu nan danda’aa? 


Where should I park? 
Konkolaataa eessan dhaaba? 


How much is it per ...? 
_nhammamiin kireessita? 


lot person night 
Garee Namaa Halkan tokko 
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Do you have... for rent? 
... kireeffamu gabdaa? 


cooking equipment Meeshaa waa itti bilcheessan 
sleeping bags Korojoo keessa rafan 
tents Dunkaana 


Do you have ...? 
... qabdaa? 


electricity Ibsaa elektirikii 
laundry facilities Meeshaa miiccaa 
showers Iddoo dhiqannaa 


Are there ... that I should be careful of? 
... an of eeggannoo gochuufii qabu jiraa? 


animals insects plants 
Horii Ilbiisa Biqiltoota 
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MEALS 


breakfast ciree 

lunch laaqana 

brunch nyaata xinnoo laaqanaafi ciree gidduutti 
nyaatamu 

dinner irbaata 

snack eeggachiisa / sinaakii 

dessert mi’ ooftuu nyaata boodaa nyaatamu 


TYPES OF RESTAURANTS 


bar mana dhugaatii 

bistro mana nyaataa / dhugaatii xinnoo 
buffet iddoo ofiin of keessummeessan 

café kaaffee 

fast food restaurant mana nyaataa battalee 
halal restaurant mana nyaata musliimaa 
kosher restaurant mana nyaata kiristaanaa 
pizzeria mana piizaa 

restaurant mana nyaataa 

snack bar mana nyaataa xinnoo 
steakhouse mana arruustoo 

teahouse mana shaayee 

vegan mana nyaata warra foon hinyaannee 
vegetarian mana nyaataa kuduraafi fuduraa 
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Can you recommend ...? 
... natti himuu dandeessaa? 


a good restaurant 
Mana nyaatii gaarii 


a restaurant with local dishes 
Mana nyaata aadaa 


an inexpensive restaurant 
Mana nyaata gatii salphaa 


a popular bar 
Mana dhugaatii beekamaa 


RESERVATIONS AND GETTING A TABLE 


I have a reservation for ... 
... dursee qabadheen qaba. 


The reservation is under ... 
Kanan dursee gabadhe ... dha. 


I’d like to reserve a table for... 
Teessoo ... dursee qabachuun barbaada. 


Can we sit ...? 
...ta’uu dandeenyaa? 


over here overthere bya window 


As Achi Foddaa bira 
outside in a non-smoking area 
Ala Iddoo tanboon itti hinxuuxamne 


How long is the wait? 
Hammam eegna? 
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ORDERING AT A RESTAURANT 


It’s for here. It’s to go. 

Asitti deemuuf. Fudhannee deemuuf. 
Waiter! Waitress! 
Keessummeessa! Keessumeessitu! 
Excuse me! I’d like to order. 
Dhiifama! Waa ajajuun barbaada. 


Can I have a... please? 
... argachuun danda’aa. 


menu baafata / meenuu 

wine list tarreeffama wayinii 

drink menu baafata dhugaatii 

children’s menu baafata nyaata daa’ immanii 


Do you have a menu in English? 
Baafata nyaataafi dhugaatii Afaan Ingiliziin 
qophaa’e qabdu? 


Do you have a set/fixed price menu? 
Baafata gatii murta’aa qabduu? 


What are the specials? 
Wanti addaa manichaa maali? 


Do you have ...? 
...qabdu? 


Can you recommend some local dishes? 
nyaati aadaa naafilachuu/naa eeruu dandeessaa? 
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What do you recommend? 
Maal naaf filatta? 


What’s this? What’s in this? 
Kun maali? As keessa maaltu jira? 


Is it ...? 
kun ... dhaa? 


spicy mi’eessituu / qimamii 
sweet mi’aa 

bitter hadha’aa 

hot ho’aa 

cold gorraa 


I’d like it with ... I'd like it without ... 
... faanan barbaada. ... maleen barbaada. 


Are there any drink specials? 
Dhugaatiin addaa jiraa? 


I'll have a... Can I have a...? 
...n barbaada. ... argachuu nan danda’aa? 


glass of... ... burcuqqoo tokko 
bottle of... ... qaruuraa tokko 
pitcher of... ... jookii tokko 


I'd like a bottle of... 

... qaruuraa tokkon barbaada. 
red wine wayinii diimaa 
white wine wayinii adii 
rosé wine wayinii roozii 
house wine wayinii manaa 
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dessert wine wayinii mi’aa 
dry wine wayinii gogaa / wayinii jabaa 
champagne shaampaanyii 


A light beer, please. A dark beer, please. 
Biiraa laafaa. Biiraa gurraacha. 


SPECIAL DIETARY NEEDS 


I’m on a special diet. 
An nyaata addaan nyaachaa jira. 


Is this dish free of animal product? 
Nyaati kun waan horii irraa bilisaa? 


I’m allergic to ... I can’t eat... 
...n naaf hinmiyatu. ...hin nyaadhu. 


dairy Waan sa’aa / Horii 

eggs Hanqaaquu / Killee / Buphaa 
gelatin Pirootiinii laafaa 

gluten Pirotinii daakuu qamadii keessatti argamu 
meat Foon 

MSG MSJ 

nuts Ocholoonii 

peanuts Ocholoonii 

seafood Nyaata galaanaa 

spicy foods Nyaata qimamii qabu 
wheat Qamadii 


I’m diabetic. 
An dhibee shukkaaran qaba. 


Do you have any sugar-free products? 
Waan shukkaara hinqabne qabdaa? 
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Do you have any artificial sweeteners? 
Mi’eessituu nam-tolchee qabdaa? 


I’m vegan/vegetarian. 
An waan foon qabu hin nyaadhu. 


Do you have any vegetarian dishes? 
Nyaata kuduraa qabdaa? 


COMPLAINTS AT A RESTAURANT 


This isn’t what I ordered. I ordered ... 
Kun kan an ajaje miti. .N ajaje. 


This is ... 
Kun ...dha. 


cold gorraa 

undercooked kan hinbilchaanne 

overcooked kan baayyee bilchaate 

spoiled kan bade 

not fresh kan ammaa miti / ho’aa miti 

too spicy kan qimamiin itti baay’ate 

too tough jabaataa 

not vegetarian kan warra foon hin nyaannee miti 


Can you take it back, please? 
Deebistee fudhachuu dandeessaa? 


I cannot eat this. 
An kana nyaadhuu hin danda’u. 


How much longer until we get our food? 
Nyaatichi ammam tura? 
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We cannot wait any longer. 
Kana caalaa eeguu hindandeenyu. 


We’re leaving. 
Dhiisenee deemaa Jirra. 


PAYING AT A RESTAURANT 


Check, please! 
Mee,naga’ee! 


We'd like to pay separately. 
Dhuunfaan kaffalluu barbaanna. 


Can we have separate checks? 
Nagahee gofa gofaatti nuu kennuu dandeessaa? 


We’re paying together. 
Waliin kaffalla. 


Is service included? 
Kaffaltiin tajaajilaa dabalamee jira? 


What is this charge for? 
Baasiin/Kaffaltiin kun kan maaliiti? 


There is a mistake in this bill. 
Nagaheen kun dogoggora qaba. 


I didn’t order that. I ordered ... 
An kana hin ajajne An ...n ajaje. 


Can I have a receipt, please? 
Nagahee naa kennuu dandeessaa? 
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Can I have an itemized bill, please? 
Naga’ee ibsa tokko tokkoon qabu argachuun 
danda’aa? 


It was delicious! 
Baayyee mi’aa ture! 
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COOKING METHODS 


baked tolfame 

boiled affeelame 

braised ho’a xinnoon kan bilchaate 
breaded maramee kan tolfame 
creamed dhadhaa/kireemiin kan folfame 
diced caccabaa 

filleted lafee kan hin qabne / fileettoo 
grilled waadamaa 

microwaved ukkaamsaan kan bilchaate 
poached affeellaa 

re-heated deebi’ee kan ho’e 

roasted waadamaa 

sautéed waadamaa 

smoked guggubamaa 

steamed hurkaan kan bilchaate 

stewed waxamaa / tolfamaa 

stir-fried zayitiin kan bilchaate 

stuffed kan guutame 

toasted aka’ amaa 


rare bargoo 
medium rare giddugaleessa 
well-done haalaan hojjetame 


on the side gara cinaan 


188 PHRASEBOOK 


FOOD & DRINK 


TASTES 


bitter sakarra’aa 

bland qimaamii kan hingabne 
salty soogiddatu itti baayyate 

sour hadha’aa 

spicy qimamiitu itti baayyate 

sweet mi’aawaa 


DIETARY TERMS 


decaffeinated waan nama si’eessu kan hunqabne 
free-range kan uumamaa 

genetically modified sanyiin kan fooyya’e 
gluten-free giluteenii kan hin qabne 
kosher nyaata amantii / kiristaanaa 
low-fat cooma muraasa 

low in cholesterol kolostiroolii muraasa 
low in sugar shukkaara muraasa 

organic kan uumamaa 

salt-free kan soogidda hinqabne 

vegan nyaata waan horii hin qabne 
vegetarian kan foon hin nyaanne 


BREAKFAST FOODS 


bacon foon booyyee 

bread daabboo 

butter dhadhaa 

cereal midhaan 

cheese gimxoo / baaduu 

eggs killee / hanqaaquu / buphaa 
granola giraanolaa 

honey damma 
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jam walharkisaa 

jelly jeelii 

omelet omoleetii 

sausage koochoo/foon mummuramee mi’eessituun 
faalamee saamsame 

yogurt itittuu 


VEGETABLES 


asparagus aspirogus 
avocado avokaadoo 
beans baaqelaa 
broccoli birookolii 
cabbage kaaboolii / raafuu maraa 
carrot kaarotii 
cauliflower raafuu abaaboo 
celery qoosxaa 
chickpeas shumburaa 
corn boqgolloo 
cucumber kakambarii 
eggplant dabarchaa 
garlic quilubbii 
lentils misira 
lettuce abiraangoo 
mushrooms commee 
okra fosoliyaa 
olives ejersa 
onion shunkurtaa 
peas ataril 
pepper corqaa / qaaraa 

| potato dinnicha / moosee 
radish hundee diimaa 
spinach ispiinachii 
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sweet potato albaanbee / shukar dinnichii 
tomato timaatima 


FRUITS AND NUTS 


apricot appirikot 

apple appilii 

banana muuzii 

blueberry biluberii 

cashew lojoo / osongora 
cherry baddeessaa 
Clementine fuduraa burtukaana fakkaatu 
coconut kokonaatii 

date tamirii 

fig harbuu 

grape henneba 

grapefruit fuduraa hennebaa 
jlemon loomii 

lime boronqii / nooraa 
mandarin mandariinii 
melon habaabii 

orange burtukaana 

peanut ocholoonii 

peach kookii 

pear fuduraa mi’aa bifa keelloo 
pineapple anaanaasii 

plum dabaaqula / buqgee 
pomegranate roomaaii 
raspberry goraa faranjii 
strawberry goraa 

tangerine mandariinii 
walnut koroorimaa / 0gi’00 
watermelon habaabii 
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MEATS 


beef foon sangaa 

burger bargarii 

chicken lukkuu 

duck daakiyyee 

goat reettil 

ham foon lukaa 

lamb ilmoo hoolaa 

pork foon booyyee 
rabbit illeentii 

steak muda / muraa foonii 
turkey lukkuu / foon Turki 
veal foon jabbii 


SEAFOOD 


calamari kaalamaarii 

clams kilaamsii 

crab torbaan qabaa 

fish qurxummii 

lobster uumama galaanaa kan rimma fakkaati 
mussels munyuuqaa galaanaa 

octopus akaakuu qurxummii kan miila saddeet qabu 
salmon qurxummii guddaa nyaatamu 

shrimp gurxummii xinxinnoo 


DESSERTS 


cake kashee / keekii 

cookie bixxillee nyaata bilchaataa 
ice cream ayis kireemii 

pastries paastil 
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pie nyaata akka saambusaa/paayii 

pudding nyaata mi’ ooftuu daakuu qamadii / 
killeefi aanan irraa tolfamu 

whipped cream kireemii furdaa 


DRINKS 


Non-alcoholic drinks 
Dhugaatii alkoolii hinqabne 


apple juice cuunfaa appilii 

coffee (black) buna 

coffee with milk lila/aanan bunaan (makkiyaatoo) 
hot chocolate chokkoleetii ho’aa 
lemonade dhugaatii loomii irraa tolfamu 
milk aanan 

mineral water bishaan albuudaa 

orange juice cuunfaa burtukaanaa 
sparkling water bishaan ol danfu 

soda / soft drink lallaafaa 

soymilk aanan akuurii 

tea shaayli 


Alcoholic drinks 
Dhugaatii alkoolii qabu 


beer biiraa 
bottled beer biiraa qaruuraa 
canned beer biiraa xaasaa 
draft beer diraaftii 
brandy dhugaatii biraandii 
champagne shamphaanyii 
cocktail dhugaatii wal makaa 
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liqueur alkoolii 
margarita margariitta 
martini dhugaatii martini 
rum akaakuu dhugaatii 
scotch dhugaatii Iskootish 
tequila aragee meeksikoo 
vermouth dhugaatii akka wayinii 
vodka voodkaa 
whisky wuskii 
wine wayinii 
dessert wine wayinii mi’ aawaa 
dry wine wayinii jabaa 
red wine wayinii diimaa 
rosé wine wayinii roozil 
white wine wayinii adii 


GROCERY SHOPPING 


Where is the nearest market/supermarket? 
Dukkaanni/suugiin dhihootti argamu kami? 


Where are the baskets/carts? 
Qimbee/Shaaliin eessa jira? 


I’d like some of this/that. 
Kanan barbaada. 


Can I have a little of ... please? 
_.. muraasa/xinnaa naa kennitaa? 


Can I have a lot of ... please? 
... baayyinaan naa kennitaa? 
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That’s enough, thanks. 
Gaha, ulfaadhu. 


Can I have ...? 
... argachuun danda’aa? 


a (half) kilo of... ... kiiloo walakkaa 
a liter of ... ... qaruuraa/liitira tokko 
a piece of... ... hamma tokko 

two pieces of... ... lama 

a little more xinnoo 

a little less muraas 


Where can I find ...? 
... eessaan argachuu danda’a? | 


cleaning products meeshaa quiqullinaa 

dairy products waan horii / saawwaa 

deli section nyaata qopha’aa 

fresh produce nyaata ho’aa / kan hinturre : 
fresh fish qurxummii ho’aa : 
household goods meeshaa manaa 

meats foon 

poultry lukkuu 


I need to go to the... 
... deemuun barbaada. 


bakery Mana daabboo 

butcher shop Mana fooni 

fish market Mana qurxummii 

produce market Gabaa hoomishaa 
supermarket Dukkaana / Wiirtuu daldalaa 
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You Might See 


n gurguri. 
Sell by ... 


Cabbie keessa kaa’i. 
Keep refrigerated. 


.. qafatti nyaadhu guyyaa baniinsaa. 
Eat within ... days of opening. 


Nyaachuun dura irra deebi’ii ho’ isi. 
Reheat before consuming. 


kan kiristaanaa/seera qabeessa kosher 
kan uumamaa organic 


Warra foon hin nyaanneef mijataadha 
Suitable for vegetarians 


Maayikorooweev gochuun ni danda’ama 


Microwaveable 
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PAYING FOR GROCERIES 


Where is the checkout? 
Iddoon sakatta’aa/kaffaltii eessa? 


Do I pay here? 
Asitti kaffaluun danda’aa? 


Do you accept credit cards? 
Kaardii qusannoo ni fudhattu? 


I'll pay in cash. 
Karkattin kaffala. 


I'll pay by credit card. 
Kaardii qusannoonin kaffalla. 


Paper/Plastic, please. 
Waraqaa/Feestaalii naa kenni. 


I don’t need a bag. 
Korojoo hinbarbaadu. 


I have my own bag. 
Korojoo kan mataa koon qaba. 
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Where can I exchange money? 


Is there a currency exchange office nearby? 
Naannoo kana bakki garshii itti jijjiiran jiraa? 


| US dollars doolara Ameerikaa 
pounds Paawundii 

Canadian dollars doolara Kaanaadaa 
euros Yuuroo 

traveler’s checks Cheekii imaltootaa 


What is the exchange rate? 


What is the commission change? 
Gatiin koomishinii meeqa? 


Can you write that down for me? 
Naa barreessuu dandeessaa? 


Is there a bank near here? 
Baankiin as dhihoo jiraa? 


Where is the nearest ATM? 
| ATM’n dhihootti argamu kami? 


What time does the bank open/close? 
Baankiin yeroo akkamii banama/cufama? 
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You Might See at an ATM 


kaardii galchi insert card 
lakkoofsa koodii/piinii PIN number 


» mirkaneessi enter 
_ haqi clear 
dhiisi cancel 


» sakatta’uu / adda baasuu checking 
» kan qusannoo savings 


. baasuu withdrawal 
» qusachuu / kaa’uu deposit 


_ hagahee receipt 


Can I cash this check here? 
Cheekii kana asitti jijjiiruu/kaffaluu nan danda’aa? 


I would like to get a cash advance. 
Qarshii liqeeffachuun barbaada. 


I would like to cash some traveler’s checks. 


I’ve lost my traveler’s checks. 
Cheekii imalaa koon gate 


The ATM ate my card. 
ATM’n kaardii koo hambifate. 
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SHOPPING 


Where’s the ...? 
... eessa jira? 


antiques store kuusaa meeshaa durii 
bakery mana daabboo 

bookstore mankuusa kitaabaa 
camera store mankuusa kaameeraa 
clothing store mana huccuu/uffataa 
convenience store kuusaa waliigalaa 
delicatessen mankuusa nyaata addaa 
department store kuusaa muummee 


electronics store mankuusa elektiroonkisii 


gift shop suugii meeshaa kennaa 
grocery store dukkaana / suuqil 


health food store mankuusa soorata gaaril 


jeweler faayaa 

liquor store mankuusa dhugaatii 
mall wiirtuu daldalaa 

market gabaa 

music store mana muuziqaa 
pastry shop mana keekii 
pharmacy dukkaana qorichaa 
shoe store mana kophee 


souvenir store mankuusa meeshaa yaad 


supermarket dukkaana / suuqii 
toy store mankuusa horgoggee 
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GETTING HELP AT A STORE 


Where’s the ...? 
... €eSsa jira? 


cashier fuutuu maallaqaa 
escalator iskileetarii 

elevator kortoo gamoo 

fitting room iddoo itti uffatan 
store map kaartaa mankuusaa 


Can you help me? 
Nagargaaruu dandeessaa? 


I’m looking for ... Where can I find ...? 
... barbaadaa jira. ... eessaan argadha? 

I would like... I’m just looking. 

...0 barbaada. Iaalaan jira. 


I want something ... 
Waan ...n barbaada. 


big small nice 
guddaa xinnoo gaarii / bareedaa 
cheap expensive 


rakasa / busha’aa mi’aa/gatii guddaa 
local 


naannoo / aadaa 


I can only pay... 
... qofan kaffaluu danda’a. 
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Is it authentic? 
Seera qabeessa? 


Can you show me that? 


Natti agarsiisuu/mirkaneessuu dandeessaa? 


Can I see it? 
Tlaaluu nan danda’aa? 


Do you have any others? 
Kan biro qabdaa? 


Can you ship this? 
Kana fe’uu dandeessaa? 


Can you wrap this? 
Kana naaf maruu dandeessa? 


Do you have this in ene 
Kana bifa ...n qabdaa? 


black gurraacha 

blue bifa samii / bulee 
brown daalacha 

gray xiilloo 

green magariisa 
orange burtukaana 
pink piinkii 

purple parpilii 

red diimaa 

white adii 

yellow keelloo / bicaa 
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Do you have anything lighter? 
Waan salphaa ta’e qabdaa? 


Do you have anything darker? 
Wanta boora ta’e qabdaa? 


HAGGLING AT A STORE 


That’s too expensive. 
Baayyee mi’aadha. 


Do you have anything cheaper? 
Waan rakasa ta’e qabdaa? 


I'll give you... | 
...N Sii kaffala. 


[’ll have to think about it. 
Wa’ ee isaa itti yaaduun qaba. 


Is that your best price? 
Gatii isa dhumaatii? 


Can you give me a discount? 
Naaf hirrisuu dandeessaa? 


DECIDING AT A STORE 


That’s not quite what I want. I don’t like it. 


Inni kan an barbaadu miti. Hinbarbaadu. 

| 
It’s too expensive. I’ll take it. | 
Baayyee mi’aadha. Nan fudha. 
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PAYING AT A STORE 
Where can I pay? How much? 
Eessattan kaffala? Meeqa? 


Does the price include tax? 
Gatichi qaraxa/taaksil ni dabalataa? 


[’ll pay in cash. 
Harkattan kaffala. 


T’ll pay by credit card. 
Kaardii qusannonan kaffala. 


Do you accept traveler’s checks? 
Cheekii imalaa ni fudhattaa? 


I have a/an ... 
...n qaba. 


ATM card Kaardii ETM 
credit card Kaardii qusannoo 
debit card Kaardii liqaa 
gift card Kaardii kennaa 


Can I have a receipt? 
Nagahee naaf kennitaa? 
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COMPLAINING AT A STORE 


This is broken. It doesn’t work. 
Kun cabaadha. Hin hojjetu 

I'd like ... 

...0 barbaada. 


to return this Kana deebisuu 
a refund Deebii 
to speak to the manager Hogganaa dubbisuu 


Grocery shopping: See page 194 
Pharmacy shopping: See page 243 
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SERVICES 
bank baankiin 
barber mana rifeensaa 


dry cleaner keemikaalaan kan quiqulleessu 


hair salon mana bareedina rifeensaa 
laundromat laawundarii 

nail salon mana bareedina qeensaa 
spa dhiqannaa bishaan ho’ a/ispaa 
travel agency dhaabbata imalaa 


AT THE HAIR SALON / BARBER 


I'd like a... 
_.n barbaada. 


color halluu 

cut murachuu 
perm parmii 
shave haaddachuu 
trim gabaabsuu 


Cut about this much off. 
Hamma kana irraa muri. 


Can I have a shampoo? 
Shamuun naa miiccuu dandeessaa? 


Cut it shorter here. 
Asitti gabaabsi. 


Leave it longer here. 
Asitti dheeraa dhiisi. 
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I'd like a... 
...0 barbaada. 


facial kan fuulaa 

manicure kunuunsa harkaafi geensaa 
massage sukkummaa / maasajii 
pedicure kunuunsa miilaa 

sauna Saa’unaa 

wax waaksii 


aromatherapy yaalii/kunuunsa dibata/zayiitii 
bigiltuun taassifamu 
acupuncture yaalii/kunuunsa lilmeenii taassifamu 


AT ALAUNDROMAT 


Is there ...? 
..N jira? 


full-service Tajaajila guutuu 
self-service Tajaajila ofiinii 
same-day service Tajaajila bellama malee 


Do you have...? 
...qabdaa? 
bleach waan halluu bal’eessu 
detergent dhangala’aa quiqulleessaa 
dryer sheets huccuu qoorsaa 
fabric softener keemikaala uffata laaffisu 
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This machine is broken. 
Maashiniin kun cabaadha. 


How does this work? 
Kun akkamiin hojjeta? 


When will my clothes be ready? 
Uffati koo yoomitti qaqqaba? 


whites adii 


colors bifa 


delicates kan salphaatti miidhamu/cabu 
hand wash harkaan kan miiccamu 


gentle cycle saffisaan miicuu / ofeeggannoon miiccuu 
permanent press gadiqabanii turuu 
dry clean only keemikaala gofaan kan quiqulleessu 


cold water bishaan qorraa 
warm water bishaan ho’aa 
hot water bishaan bulluqa 


a 


Banking: See page 198 
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NATIONALITIES & PLACE NAMES 


Where are you from? 
Eessaa dhufte? 


I’m from... ... dhaan dhufe. 


Australia Ayustiraaliyaa 

Canada Kaanaadaa 

England Ingiliz 

Ireland Erlaandi 

New Zealand New Zilaandi 

the United States Ameerikaa / Yu’essi’ee 
the United Kingdom Yuna’itid Kingidam 


Where were you born? 
Eessatti dhalatte? 


I was born in... 
An. ... ttin dhaladhhe. 


I’m... ... ti. 


American Lammii ameerikaa 
Australian Lamii Ayustiraaliyaa 
Canadian Lammii Kaanaadaa 

English Lammii Ingilizii 

Irish Lammii Ayerishii 

a New Zealander Lammii New zilaandii 
Scottish Lammii Iskotilaandii 

Welsh Lammii Weelsii 
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NATIONALITIES & PLACE NAMES 


COUNTRIES 


Australia Ayustiraaliyaa 

Canada Kaanaadaa 

England Ingilaandi 

Ireland Eerlaandi 

New Zealand Niw Zilaandi 

Scotland Iskootilaandi 

United Kingdom Yuna ’itid kingidem 

United States of America Yuna’ itid Isteet of 
Ameerikaa 

Wales Weelsi 

Ethiopia Itoophiyaa 


CITIES 


United States 


Boston Boostan 

Chicago Chikaagoo 

Dallas Daalas 

Los Angeles Losaanjeles 

a Philadelphia Filedeelfiyaa 

q New York New yoorki 

| Washington, D.C. Washingiteen Diisii 


Canada 


Quebec Kiyubeek 
Toronto Torontoo 
Vancouver Vankovar 
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European Union 


Berlin Barliin 
Dublin Dibliin 
London London 
Paris Paaris 


Africa 


Adama Adaamaa 

Addis Abeba Addis Ababaa 
Amb Amboo 

Asella Asallaa 

Asoosa Asoosaa 

Bahir Dar Baahirdaar 
Dembi Dollo Dambidoollaa 
Desse Dassee 

Diredowa Dirreedhowaa 
Djima Jimmaa 

Gembella Gambeela 
Gimbi Gimbii 

Goba Gobbaa 

Harer Harar 

Hawasa Hawaasaa 

Jigjiga Jigjigaa 

Jinka Jiinkaa 

Mekele Maqalee 

Nekemte Naqamte 

Robe Roobee 

Semera Samaraa 
Shashemene Shaashemenee 
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mother-in-law 
amaatii 


brother-in-law 
soddaa 


step-mother 
haadha buddeenaa 


step-sister 
hintala abbaa/haadha 


This is my ... 

Kun ... kooti. 
husband wife partner 
abbaa watraa haadha warraa __hiriyaa/ 

daraboo 

mother father 
haadha abbaa 
older brother younger brother 
obboleessa hangafa obboleessa quxusuu 
older sister younger sister 
obboleettii hangafa obboleettii quxusuu 
cousin aunt uncle 
durbii adaadaa eessuma 
grandmother grandfather 
akkoo akaakaa 


father-in-law 
amaaroo 
sister-in-law 
soddaa/sayyuu 


step-father 
abbaa buddeenaa 


step-brother 
‘Ima hintala abbaa/haadha 
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What religion are you? 
Amantiin kee maali? 


lam... 
An ... 


agnostic jireenya du’a boodaatti kan hin 
amanne 
atheist waaqatti kan hin amanne 
Buddhist Budistiidha 
Catholic Katoolikiidha 
Christian Kiristaana 
Hindu Hinduudha 
Jewish Yihuudaadha 
Muslim Musliima 
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Do you like ...? 
_.ni jaal’ attaa? 


art Aartil 
cinema Siniimaa 
music Muuziqaa 
sports Ispoortii 
theater Tiyaatira 


Yes, very much. Not really. 
Eeyyee, baayyee. Lakki, dhugaa. 


| A little. 

| Xinnoo/Muraasa/Hamma tokko. 
I like ... I don’t like... 
_.n jaal’ adha. ... hinjaal’adhu. 


Can you recommend a good ...? 
... gaarii naa himuu/eeruu dandeessaa? 


| book Kitaaba 

CD Siidii 

exhibit Agarsiisa 
museum Muziyemii 
film Fiilmii 

play Tapha 


What’s playing tonight? 
Har’a tapha maaltu jira? 


What are the movie times? 
Fiilmiin yeroo akkamii agarsiifama? 
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I like ... films/movies. 
Fiilmii ...n jaal’adha. 


action gochaa / akshinii 

art aartii 

comedy koomadii 

drama diraamaa 

foreign biyya alaa 

horror sodaachisaa 

indie hindii 

musical kan muuziqaa gabu 
mystery yaada nama rarraasu 
romance jaalalaa 

suspense laphee namaa fannisu 


SPORTS 


I like ... 
... jaaladha. 


baseball Beezboolii 

basketball Kubbaa kachoo 

bicycling Bishkilileettii 

boxing Buunyaa 

diving Liccisoo/Bishaan keessa dhidhimuu 
football (American) Kubbaa miilaa Ameeriikaa 
football (soccer) Kubbaa miilaa 

golf Golfii 

hiking Suksuka 

martial arts Kaaraatee 

skiing Sigiggoo / Mucuca 

soccer Kubbaa miilaa 

surfing Balali’uu 

swimming Daakaa 
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tennis Teenisii 
volleyball Kubbaa saphanaa 


When’s the game? 
Taphichi yoom taphatama? 


Would you like to go to the game with me? 
Gara taphichaa nafaan deemuu barbaaddaa? 


What’s the score? Who’s winning? 
Qabxiin meeqa? Eenyutu mo’aa jira? 


Do you want to play? 
Taphachuu barbaaddaa? 


Can I join in? 
Seenuu nan danda’ aa? 
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What are your plans for ...? 
Karoorri kee ... maali? 


tonight tomorrow the weekend 
halkan kana bor sanbataafi dilbata 


Would you like to get a drink? 
Dhugaatii dhuguu barbaaddaa? 


Where would you like to go? 
Eessa dhaquu/deemuu barbaadda? 


Would you like to go dancing? 
Dalaala dhaquu ni barbaaddaa? 


I’m busy. 
An yeroo hingabu. / An ko’ eessa. 


No, thank you. 
Lakki, galatoomi/ulfaadhu. 


I'd like that. 
Isan nan jaal’adha. 


That sounds great! 
Yaada gaartidha/bareedaadha! 


Go away! Stop it! 
Deem asii! Dhiisi! / Dhaabi! 
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I’m here with my ... 
As ... koo faanan/wajjinin jira 


boyfriend hiriyaa / hiriyaa dhiiraa 
girlfriend hiriyaa / hiriyaa durbaa 
husband abbaa warraa 

wife haadha warraa 

partner hiriyaa 

friend(s) hiriyoota 


I’m... 
An ..: 


single hiriyaa hingabu (hin fuune/hin heerumne) 
married fuudheen / heerumeen jira 

separated adda baheera 

divorced hiikeera 

seeing someone hiriyaa barbaadaan jira 


Do you like men or women? 
Dhiira moo durba barbaadda? 


I’m ... 
An ...dha 


bisexual sal-lamee 
heterosexual saal-faallaa 
homosexual hoomoo / saal-tokkee 


Can I kiss you? 


Si dhungadhuu? 
I like you. I love you. 
Natti tolta. Sin jaal’adha. 
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MAIL | 


Where is the post office? 
Manni poostaa eessatti argama? 


Is there a mailbox nearby? 
Sanduqi poostaa dhihootti argamu jiraa? 


Can I buy stamps? 
Teemberii bituun danda’aa? 


I would like to send a... 
... erguun barbaada. 


letter Xalayaa 
package/parcel Mi’a 
postcard Postikaardii 


Please send this via ... 
Kana karaa ... naa ergi. 


air mail daandii qilleensaa 

registered mail xalayaa eeggannoo barbaadu 
priority mail xalayaa ariifachiisaa 

regular mail idilee 


It’s going to... | 
... deema. 


Australia Ayustiraaliyaa 

the United States Ameerikaa / yuna’ itid 
Isteetii 

Canada Kaanaadaa 
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Ireland Erlaandi 

New Zealand New zilaandi 

Scotland Iskootilaandi 

the United Kingdom Yunitid Kingidam 


How much does it cost? When will it arrive? 
Hammam kaffalchiisa? © Yoom qaqqaba/gaha? 


It contains ... 
_.. of keessaa qaba. 


What is ...? 
_.. maali? 


your address Teessoon kee 

the address for the hotel Teessoo hoteelichaa 

the address I should have my mail sent to 
Teessoon ergaa koo itti erguu barbaadu 


Can you write down the address for me? 
Teessicha naaf barreessuu dandeessaa? 


Is there any mail for me? 
Xalayaan naa nufe jiraa? 


international biyya alaa irraa 
domestic biyya keessaa 


postage baasii poostaa 
stamp teemberii 
envelope envelooppii / poostaa 


postal code koodii poostaa 
customs gumuruka 
postal insurance wabii poostaa 
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TELEPHONES 


Where is a pay phone? 
Bilbilli kaffalanii bilbilan eessa jira? 


Can I use your phone? 
Belbila keen gargaaramuu? 


I would like to... 
...0 barbaada. 


make an overseas phone call Biyya alaatti | 

bilbiluu 
make a local call Biyya keessatti bilbiluu 
send a fax Faaksii erguu | 


What number do I dial for ...? 
... argachuuf lakkoofsa meeqan bilbila? 


information Odeeffannoo 
an outside line Sarara alaa 
an operator Oppireetara 


What is the phone number for the ...? 
Lakkoofsi bilbilaa ... meeqa? 


hotel office restaurant embassy | 
hoteela waajjira mananyaataa imbaasii | 


What is your ...? 
... kee meeqa? 


phone number Lakkoofsi bilbilaa 

home phone number Lakkoofsi bilbila manaa 

work phone number Lakkofsi bilbila bakka 
hojii 
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extention (number) Lakkoofsi sarara keessaa 
fax number Lakkofsi faaksii 
cell phone number Lakkoofsi moobayilii 


Can you write down your number for me? 
Lakkoofsa kee naa barreessuu dandeessaa? 


My number is ... 
Lakoofsi koo ...dha. 


What is the country code for ...? 
Koodiin biyyaa ... meeqa? 


I would like to buy ... 
_. bituun barbaada? 


a domestic phone card 
Kaardii bilbila biyya keessaa 


| an international phone card 
| Kaardii bilbila biyya alaa 


a disposible cell phone 
Moobayilii fayyadamanii gatan 
a SIM card 

Siim kaardii 

a cell phone recharge card 
Kaardii moobayilii ittiin guutan 


pre-payed cell phone 
Moobayilii dursa kaffalanii tajaajilaman 


What is the cost per minute? 
Daqiiqaatti meeqaan bilbilama? 
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I need a phone with XX minutes. 
Bilbila dagiiqaa ... barbaada. 


How do I make calls? 
Akkamittan bilbila? 


collect call bilbila deebisuu 

toll-free kaffaltii dabalataa irraa bilisa 
phonebook baafata bilbilaa 

voicemail ergaa sagalee 

text message ergaa gabaabaa / ergaa barreeffamaa 


On the phone 

Hello? Hello. Goodbye. 
Heloo? Heloo. Jedhi. / Nagaatti. 
This is ... 

Kun ...dha. 

May I speak to ...? 


... argachuu nan danda’aa? 


.. isn’t here; may I take a message? 
...0 hinjiru, ergaa/dhaamsa fuudhuu nan danda’aa? 


I would like to leave a message for ... 
..dhaa ergaa kaa’uun barbaada. 


Sorry, wrong number. 
Dhiifama, dogoggortee jirta. 


Please call back later. Ill call back later. 
Booda deebisii bilbili. Tole, deebiseen bilbila 
booda. 
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COMPUTERS AND THE INTERNET 


Where is the nearest ...? 
_.. dhohoo jiru eessa? 


Internet café computer repair shop 
Intarneet kaaffee bakka suphaa kompiitaraa 


Do you have ...? 
... qabdaa? 


available computers Kompiitara lafa jiru 

(wireless) Internet Intarneetii shiboo malee 
dalagu 

a printer Piriintara 

a scanner Iskaanarii 


How do you...? 
Akkamitti ...? 


turn on this computer kompiitara kana banta 
log in kaasu 

connect to the wi-fi intarneetiin wal qunnamsiisu 
type in English Afaan Ingilizii barreessu 


How much does it cost for ...? 
__f hammamtu kaffalama? 
15 minutes 30 minutes one hour 


Dagiiqaa 15 Dagqiiqaa 30 Sa’a tokko 


What is the password? 
paaswoordiin isaa maali? 
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My computer ... 
Kompiitarri koo ... 


doesn’t work hin hojjetu 

is frozen ni cufame 

won’t turn on ka’uu dide 

crashed ni cabe 

doesn’t have an Internet connection 
qunnamtii intarneetii hin qabu 


Windows Wiindoo 
Macintosh Maashintooshii 
Linux Laynaaksii 


computer kompiitara 

laptop laaptooppii 

USB port poortii yu es bi 
ethernet cable shiboo intarneetii 
CD Siidii 

DVD Dividii 


e-mail imeelii 
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What do youdo? =I’m a/an ... 
Maal hojjetta? An ...dha. 


accountant ogeessa herregaa 
admisistrative assistant gargaaraa bulchiinsaa 
aid worker hojjetaa gargaarsaa 
architect arkitiiktii 
artist artistil 
assistant gargaaraa 
banker hojjetaa baankii 
businessman daldalaa 
businesswoman daldaltuu 
carpenter anaatsii/hojjetaa meeshaa mukaa 
CEO hojjetaa ol aanaa daldalaa 
clerk hojjetaa gurgurtaa 
| consultant gorsaa 
construction worker hojjetaa ijaarsaa 
contractor kontiraaktaril 
coordinator qindeessaa 
dentist ogeessa ilkaanii 
director gajeelcha / darakteera 
doctor doktoora 
editor gulaalaa 
electrician hojjetaa elektirikaa 
engineer injinara 
intern gargaaraa / leenji’aa 
journalist gazixeessa 
lawyer abbaa seeraa 
librarian hojjetaa mana kitaabaa 
manager maanajara 
nurse narsii 
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politician ogeessa siyaasaa 
secretary barreessituu 

student barataa 

supervisor to’ataa / supparvayizara 
teacher barsiisaa 

writer barreessaa 


I work in... 
Hojii ...n hojjedha. 


academia baruu barsiisuu 
accounting herregaa 
advertising beeksisaa 

the arts aartii 

banking baankii 

business daldala 

education barumsa 
engineering injinarii 

finance herregaa 
government mootummaa 
journalism gaazixessummaa 
law seera 

manufacturing hoomisha 
marketing gurgurtaa 

the medical field fayyaa 
politics siyaasaa 

public relations dhimma qunnamtii 
publishing maxxansa 

a restaurant mana nyaataa 

a store-man kuusa 

social services tajaajila hawaasaa 
the travel industry geejiba 
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BUSINESS INTERACTION 


[have a meeting/appointment with ... 
_ faanan beellama/walga’ ii qaba. 


Where’s the ...? 
..n eessa jira? 


business center Wiirtuu daldalaa 
convention hall Galmi walga’ii 
meeting room Kutaa walga’ ii 


Can I have your business card? 
Biizines kaardii kee naa kennuu dandeessa? 


Here’s my name card. 
Biizines kaardiin koo kunoo. 


I’m here for a... 


...fin dhufe. 
conference meeting seminar 
kora walga’il seminaarii 
My name is... 


Magaan koo ...dha. 


May I introduce my colleague ... 
Hiriyaa koo ...si/isin barsiisuu? 


Pleased to meet you. 
Si arguutti gammadeen jira. 


I’m sorry I’m late. 
Waanan tureef dhiifama. 


PHRASEBOOK 


BUSINESS INTERACTION 


You Might Hear 


Waan dhuftaniif ulfaadhu/ulfaadhaa. 
Thank you for coming. 


Mee, yeroo tokko. 
' One moment, please. 


~ Beellama qabdaa/qabduu? 
_ Do you have an appointment? 


Eenyuun faana? / Kenyu wajjin? 
_ With whom? 


Inni/Ishiin ... 

He/She ... 
walga’ii irra jira/jirti is in a meeting 
hojiif deeme/deemte is on a business trip 
boqonnaa bahe/baate is away on vacation 
amma gadi bahe/baate just stepped out 
si faana jira/jirti will be right with you 
amma wal argitu will see you now 


Taa’i. / Taa’aa. 
_ Please have a seat. | 


———________— — —___— —___________— - — —- 
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You can reach me at... I’m here until ... 
ana arguu dandeessa. Hamma ...tti asin jira. 
I need to ... 

__n barbaada. 


make a photocopy footokoppii gochuu 
make a telephone call bilbila bilbiluu 
send a fax faaksii erguu 

send a package (overnight) mi’a erguu 
use the Internet Intarneetii fayyadamuu 


It was a pleasure meeting you. 
Si arguu kootti nan gammada. 


L look forward to meeting with you again. 
Deebinee wal argina jedheen abdadha. 


BUSINESS VOCABULARY 


advertisement beeksisa 

advertising beeksisuu 

bonus dabalata / ida’ata 

boss gooftaa 

briefcase korojoo harkaa 

business hojii 

business card kaardii hojii / biizines kaardii 
business casual (dress) uffata hojii 
business plan karoora hojii 

casual (dress) uffata lagoo 

cell phone number lakkoofsa moobayilii 
certification ragaa kennuu 

certified raga qaba 

colleague daraboo / hiriyaa hojii 
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company kampanii 

competition dorgommii 

competitor dorgomaa 

computer kompiitara 

conference kora 

contract kontoraata 

course sagnataa barnootaa / gosa barnootaa 
cubicle kutaa / iddoo daangeffame 
CV siivii / raga hojiifi muuxannoo 
deduction hirrisa 

degree digirii 

desk deeskii 

e-mail address teessoo imeelii 
employee hojjetaa / hojjettuu 
employer hojjechiisaa / hojjechiistuu 
equal opportunity carraa walqixa 
expenses baasii 

experience muuxannoo 

fax number lakkoofsa faaksii 

field dirree / aloola 

formal (dress) uffata idilee 
full-time dhaabbataa / guyyaa guutuu 
global kan addunyaa 

income galii 

income tax gibira galii 

insurance wabii 

job hojii 

joint venture hojii garee / aksiyoona 
license hayyama 

mailing erguu / ergaa 

marketing gabaa baasuu / gurguruu 
meeting walga’ii 

minimum wage kaffaltii xinnoo 
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multinational sabaafi sablammii 
office waajjira 

office phone number lakkoofsa bilbila waajjiraa 
paperwork hoj ii waraqaarraa 
part-time hojii yeroomuraasaa 
printer piriintarii 

profession ogummaa 
professional ogeessa 

project pirojektii 

promotion piromooshinii 

raise ol kaasuu guddisuu 
resume itti fufuu / iddoo dhaabanii eegaluu 
salary miindaa 

scanner iskaanarii 

seminar seminaara 

suit suufil 

supervisor to’ataa 

tax ID lakkoofsa gibiraa 

tie hidhuu / guduunfaa 

trade fair agarsiisa daldalaa 
uniform walfakkii / bif-tokkee 
union yuniyenii 

visa viizaa 

wages gatil 

work number lakkoofsa hojii 
work permit hayyama hojii 
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AT THE DOCTOR 


Can you recommend a good doctor? 
Doktoora gaarii naa eeruu/himuu dandeessaa? 


I’d like to make an appiontment for ... 
...f beellama qabachuun barbaada. 


today tomorrow next week 
har’a bor torbee dhufu 


as soon as possible 
yeroo gabaabaa danda’amu 


Can the doctor come here? 
Dooktorichi as ni dhufaa? 


What are the office hours? 
Saatiin/Yeroon hojee meeqa? 


It’s urgent. 
jerjersiisaadha 


I need a doctor who speaks English. 
Dooktoora Afaan Ingilizii dubbatun barbaada. 


How long is the wait? 
Hammam tura? 
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Wanti qaamni kee hinjaallanne jiraa? 
Do you have any allergies? 


Kanaan dura yaalamaa turtee? 
Are you on any medications? 


Asitti mallatteessi. 
Sign here. 


I have (a/an) ... 
...n qaba. 


allergies Waan qaamni koo hinjaallane 

allergic reaction Mufannaa qaamaa / 
Mallattoo alarjii 

arthritis dhibee iddoo walarga lafee 

asthma asimaa 

backache waraansa dugdaa 

bug bites ciniinnaa geergoo 

chest pain waraansa laphee 

cold qorra 

cramps ciniinnaa 

diabetes shukkaara 

diarrhea baasaa 

earache waraansa guiraa 

fever busaa 

the flu qufaa 

fracture bututa / caba / miidhama 

heart condition dhibee onnee 
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high blood pressure ol ka’a dhiigaa 

infection infeekshinii 

indigestion daakama dhiisuu nyaataa 

low blood pressure hir’ina dhiibbaa dhiigaa 

pain waraansa 

rash shiffee 

swelling dhiita 

sprain meela / miliga / miidhaa 

stomachache garaa ciniinnaa 

sunburn qaama aduun gube 

sunstroke dhibee ho’a aduu 

toothache dhibee ilkaanii 

urinary tract infection infeekshinii daandii 
/ ujummoo fincaanii 

venereal disease dhibee daddarbaa salqunnamtii 


I need medication for ... 
Qoricha ... barbaada 


I’m 


ADL cxs 


anemic hir’ina dhiigaan qaba 

bleeding nan dhiiga 

constipated gogiinsan qaba 

diabetic dhibee shukkaaran qaba 

dizzy adoodaadha 

having trouble breathing afuura baafachuutu 
narakkisa 

late on my period pireedii kootu ture 

nauseous garaatu nadhukkuba 

pregnant ulfa 

vomiting ol najedha 
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Guddisii hafuura baafadhu. Mee qufa’i. 


Breathe deeply. Cough please. 
Uffata/Huccuu baafadhu. Afaan kee saaqi/bani. 
Undress, please. Open your mouth. 

As si dhukkubaa? 

Does it hurt here? 


Ispeeshaalistii bira dhaquu qabda. 
You should see a specialist. 


Hospitaala deemuutu sirra jira. 
You must go to the hospital. 


caba broken 

daddarbaa contagious 
faalamaa / miidhamaa infected 
qiiqqee / meeluu sprained 


Torbee lamatti deebi’i. 
Come back in two weeks. 


Hordoffii sibarbaachisa. 
You need a follow-up. 
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I’ve been sick for ... days. 
Guyyoota ... fin dhukkube. 


It hurts here. 
Astu namiidhame. 


It’s gotten worse. It’s gotten better. 
Natti hammaate. Natti fooyya’e. 


Treatments and Instructions 


Do I need a prescription medicine? 
Qoricha naa ajajamutu jiraa? 


Can you prescribe a generic drug? 
Qoricha waliigalaa naa ajajuu dandeessaa? 


Is this over the counter? 
Seera qabeessaa? 


How much do I take? 
Hammam fudhachuun qaba? 


How often do I take this? 
Hammam hammamitti fudhachuun qaba? 


Are there side effects? 
Rakkina biraa qabaa? / Rakkina cinaa qabaa? 


Is this safe for children? 
Kun daa’imaaf gaariidha? 
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... Sii ajaja. 

I’m prescribing you ... 
Anti baayi’ ootikii antibiotics 
Farra vayirasii anti-virals 
Cobsaa / Xabbitaa an ointment 
Peenkiilarii painkillers 


... gochuu qabda. 
You need (a/an) ... 


Sakatta’dhiigaa blood test 

Marfee injection 

Marfee / Lilmoo IV 

Qorannoo istireeppii strep test 
Qorannoo/Sakatta’a fincaanii urine test 
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I’m allergic to... 
...N naaf hinta’u. 


antibiotics Antibayotiksii 
anti-inflammatories Farra dhiitaa 
aspirin Aspiriinii 

codeine Koodiyenii 

penicillin Pensiliinii 


Payment and Insurance 


I have insurance. 
Wabii qaba. 


Do you accept ...? 
..ni fudhattaa? 


How much does it cost? 
Hammam kaffalchiisa/baasiin isaa meeqa? 


Can I have an itemized receipt for my insurance 
please? 

Wabii koof jecha nagahee addda baastee naa 
kennuu dandeessaa? 


Can I pay by credit card? 
Kaardii qusannoon kaffaluun danda’aa? 


Will my insurance cover this? 
Wabiin koo kana ni hammataa? 
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AT THE OPTOMETRIST 


I need an eye exam. 
Qorannoo ijaan barbaada. 


I’ve lost ... 
.n gate. 


a lens leensii 
my contacts garii/agartuu koo 
my glasses kalaa ijaa 


Should I continue to wear these? 
Kana keewwachuu/uffachuu itti fufuun qabaa? 


Can I select new frames? 
Fireemii haaraa filachuu nan danda’ aa? 


How long will it take? 
Yeroo hammam fudhata? 


I’m nearsighted. 
Dhihootti arguu hindanda’u. 


I’m farsighted. 
Fagootti arguu hindanda’u. 
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AT THE DENTIST 


This tooth hurts. I have a toothache. 
Ilkaan kanatu dhukkuba. Ilkaantu na dhukkuba. 


I have a cavity. 
Ilkaan koo uraa qaba. 


I’ve lost a filling. 
Guutaa ilkaan kootu hirratte/bade. 


My tooth is broken. 
Ikaan kootu cabe. 


Can you fix these dentures? 
ilkaan nam-tolchee kana suphuu dandeessaa? 


My teeth are sensitive. 
Ilkaan koo dafee saaxilama. 


You Might Hear 


. Guutamuu qaba. 
You need a filling. 


Marfeen si waraana. 
I’m giving you an injection/local anesthetic. 


» Ilkaan kana funaanuun qaba. 
I have to extract this tooth. 


Yeroo ...f nyaata hin nyaatin. 
Don’t eat anything for ... hours. 
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AT THE GYNECOLOGIST 


I have cramps. I have an infection. 
Garaatu na ciniina. Infeekshiniin qaba. 
I’m on the Pill. I’m not pregnant. 


Piilsii fudhachaan jira. An ulfa miti. 


I’m... months pregnant. 
An ulfa jia’a... ti. 


My period is late. My last period was ... 
Pireedii kootu ture. Pireediin koo inni dhumaa... 


I need (a/an) ... 
__.n barbaada. 


contraceptive Kan ulfa ittisu 

morning-after pill Kiniinii saal-qunnamtii 
boodaa fudhatamu 

pregnancy test Sakatta’a ulfaa 

STD test Qorannoo dhibee salqunnamtiin 
daddarbuu 
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AT THE PHARMACY 


Where’s the nearest (24-hour) pharmacy? 
Farmaasiin sa’a 24 hojjettu dhihootti argamu kami? 


What time does the pharmacy open/close? 
Manni gorichaa sa’a akkamii banama/cufama? 


Can you fill this prescription? 
Ajaja kana guutuu dandeessa? 


How long is the wait? _—‘I’ll come back for it. 
Hammam egsisa? Deebi’een dhufa. 


What do you recommend for (a/an) ...? 
...f maal naaf eerta/himta? 


allergies alarjii/dallansuu qaamaa 

cold gorra 

cough qufaa 

diarrhea baasaa / garaa kaasaa 

hangover dhugaatii baayyee dhuguun 
dadhabuu/of jibbuu 

motion sickness dhibee shocho’uu 

post-nasal drip utaalloo 

sore throat madaa qonqoo 

upset stomach garaa hammeessaa 


Do I need a prescription? 
Ajaja na barbaachisaa 
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... fudhu/liqimsi 
Take ... 


nyaata booda after eating 

hirriba dura before bed 

nyaata dura before meals 

ganama in the morning 

garaa duwwaatti / osoo waa hin nyaatin 
on an empty stomach 

afaaniin orally 

guyyaatti yeroo lama twice daily 

bishaan baayyee faana with plenty of water 


liqimsuu qofaaf for external use only 
hunda ligimsi swallow whole 
hirriba/dadhabbii sitti baayyisa may cause 


drowsiness 


alkoolii wajjin hinfudhatin do not mix with alcohol 


I’m looking for (a/an) ... Do you have (a/an) ...? 
_..n barbaadee ture. ... qabdaa? 


aftershave dibata haaddii boodaa dibatamu 
anti-diarrheal goricha baasaa / garaa kaasaa 
antiseptic rinse dhangala’aa dhibee wayyeessu 
aspirin aspiriinii 

baby wipes wa’ ipparii daa’imaa 

bandages haguugaa madaa / bandeejii 

cold medicine goricha gorraa 

comb filaa 
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conditioner kondiishinarii 

condoms koondomii 

cotton balls kubbaa huccuurraa tolfame 
dental floss haanxaa ilkaanii(istikiinii) 
deodorant dodoraantii 

diapers ulbaa / da’ipparii 

gauze goozil 

hairbrush burushii rifeensaa 
hairspray waan rifeensatti afuufan 
hand lotion looshinii harkaa 
ibuprofen goricha dhiita ittisu 

insect repellant farra ilbiisaa 
moisturizer laaffisaa 

mousse (hair) foomii rifeensa ittiin qajeelchan 
mouthwash dhiqaa afaanii 

razor blades qarabaa / millaaccii 
rubbing alcohol alkoolii quiqulleessaa 
shampoo shampoo 

shaving cream kireemii haaddii 

soap saamuunaa 

sunblock ittisaa aduu 

tampons moodesii 

thermometer teermoomeetirii 

throat lozenges qorichaa qoonqoo 
tissues sooftii 

toilet paper waraqa mana fincaanii 
toothbrush rigaa ilkanii 

toothpaste goricha ilkaanii 

vitamins vayitaaminii 
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PARTS OF THE BODY 


abdomen mudhii 

anus munnee 

appendix marrumaan 
bu’aa 

arm hirree 

back dudda 

belly button hannuura 

bladder afuuffaa 

bone lafee 

buttocks hudduu 

breast harma 

chest laphee 

ear guira 

elbow ciqilee 

eye ija 

face fuula 

finger quba 

foot miila 

gland ribuu 

hair rifeensa 

hand harka 

heart onnee 

hip mo’oo 

intestines marrumaan 

jaw laagaa 

joint dugugguruu / 
walargee 

kidney kalee 

knee jilba 

knuckles aboottee 

leg miila 


lip hidhii 

liver tiruu 

lung somba 

mouth afaan 

muscle irree 

neck morma 

nose funyaan 

penis qunxurroo 

rectum marrumaan 
furdaa 

rib lafee cinaachaa 

shoulder gateettii 

skin gogaa 

stomach garaacha / garaa 

testicles cinaan 

thigh sarbaa 

throat qoonqoo 

thumb abbuudduu harkaa 

toe abbuudduu miilaa 

tooth/teeth ilkaan 

tongue harraba 

tonsils toonzilil 

urethra ujummoo 
fincaanil 

utérus gadaamessa 

vagina kushaa 

vein hidda dhiigaa 

waist mudhii 

wrist buusaa harkaa 
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GENERAL EMERGENCIES 


Help! Fire! Thief! Police! 
Gargaarsa! Abidda! Hattuu! Poolisii! 

It’s anemergency! Quickly! Be careful! 

Balaa tasaati! Daddafi! Of eeggadhu! 
Stop! Leave me alone! Go away! 
Dhaabbadhu! Na dhiisi! Narraa deemi! 


There’s been an attack! 
Rukuttaa/Miidhaan qaqqabee jira! 


There’s been an accident! 
Balaatu jira! 


Call...! 
... bilbili! 


an ambulance Ambulaansii 

a doctor Dooktoora 

the fire department Kutaa ittisa balaa abiddaa 
the police Poolisii 


Is anyone here ...? 
... naannoo kana jiraa? 


a doctor Dooktora 
trained in CPR Kan Hojii daandii baaburaan 


leenji’e 
Can you help me? I’m lost. 
Na gargaaruu dandeessa? Nan bade. 
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248 


You Might See 


Balaa tasaa Hospitaala 
Emergency Room Hospital 

~ Poolisii Buufata Poolisii 
Police Police Station 


Can I use your phone? 
Bilbila kee gargaaramuu nan danda’aa? 


Where is the ...? 
__n eessatti argama? 


American embassy Imbaasii Ameerikaa 
bathroom Iddoo dhiqannaa 

hospital Hospitaala 

police station Buufata poolisii 


TALKING TO POLICE 


I’ve been ... 
Nan ... 


assaulted arrabsame / abaarame 
mugged rukutamee / saamame 
raped gudeedame 

robbed saamame 

swindled hatame 
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You Might Hear 


Kun eessatti raawwate/ta’e? 
Where did this happen? 


Sa’a meegatti raawwate/ta’e? 
What time did it occur? 


Maal fakkaata/fakkaatti? 
What does he/she look like? 


That person tried to ... me. 
Namni sun na... yaale. 


assault arrabsuu 
mug rukutuu 
rape gudeeduu 
rob saamuu 


I’ve lost my ... My ... was stolen. 
... koon dhabe/gate. _... koo hatame. 


bag(s) Korojoo / Korojoowwan 

credit card Kaardii qusannoo 

driver’s license Hayyama konkolaachisuu 

identification Eenyummeessaa / Waraqaa 
eenyummaa 

keys Furtuu 

laptop Laaptooppii 

money Qarshii / Maallaqa 

passport Paaspoortii 

purse Borsaa 
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traveler’s checks Cheekii imalaa 
visa Viizaa 
wallet Borsaa maallaqaa / Waaleetii 


Please show me your badge. 
Baajii kee natti agarsiisi. 


Please take me to your superior/police station. 
Waaijjira keetti na geessl. | 


I need a police report. I have insurance. 
Gabaasa poolisiin barbaada. | Wabii qaba. 


This person won't leave me alone. 
Namni kun na dhiisaa hinjiru/hinjirtu. 


My son/daughter is missing. 
Mucaan koo badeera/baddeetti. 


He/She is XX years old. 
Umiuriin ishee/isaa ... 


L last saw the culprit XX minutes/hours ago. 
Shakkamaa daqiiqaa/sa’a ... duran arge. 


What is the problem? What am I accused of? 
Rakkina maalitu jira? Maalifan komatame? 


I didn’t realize that it wasn’t allowed. 
Akka dhorkaa ta’e hinbarren ture. 


I apologize. 
Dhiifaman gaafadha. 
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You Might Hear 


_ hagaa booressuu disturbing the peace 

. Seera tiraafikaa cabsuu traffic violation 
adabbii dhaabbii/paarkii parking fine 
tikeeta saffisaa speeding ticket 

» viisaa kee tursuu overstaying your visa 
hanna theft 


I didn’t do anything. I’m innocent. 
Wanti an balleesse hinjiru. An nama nagaadha. 


I need to make a phone call. 
Bilbila bilbiluun gaba. 


I want to contact my embassy/consulate. 
Imbaasii/Qontsilaa koo qunnamuun qaba. 


I want to speak to a lawyer. 
Abbaa seeraa dubbisuun qaba. 


I speak English. 
Afaan Ingiliziin dubbadha. 


I need an interpreter. 
Nama afaan hiikun barbaada. 
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NUMBERS 
CARDINAL NUMBERS 


1 tokko 

2 lama 

3 sadil 

4 afur 

5 shan 

6 jaa 

7 torba 

8 saddeet 

9 sagal 

10 kudhan 

11 kudha tokko 
12 kudha lama 
13 kudha sadii 
14 kudha afur 

15 kudha shan 

16 kudha ja’a 

17 kudha torba 
18 kudha saddeet 
19 kudha sagal 
20 digdama 

21 digdamii tokko 
22 dignamii lama 


30 soddoma 

31 soddomii tokko 
32, soddomii lama 
40 afurtama 

50 shantama 

60 jaatama 


70 torbaatama 

80 saddeettama 

90 sagaltama 

100 dhibba 

101 dhibbaafi tokko 
200 dhibba lama 
500 dhibba shan 
1,000 kuma tokko 


10,000 kuma kudhan 

100,000 kuma dhibba 
tokko 

1,000,000 kitila tokko / 
miliyoona tokko 
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one-quarter ruubii/afur keessaa tokko 
one-half walakkaa 

three-quarters harka afur keessaa sadii 
one-third harka sadii keessaa tokko 
two-thirds harka sadii keessaa lama 


all hunda 
none homaa 


ORDINAL NUMBERS 


first tokkoffaa 
second lammaffaa 
third sadaffaa 
fourth arfaffaa 

fifth shanaffaa 
sixth ja’affaa 
seventh torbaffaa 
eighth saddeettaffaa 
ninth salgaffaa 
tenth kurnaffaa 


NUMBERS 
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QUANTITY & SIZE 


QUANTITY & SIZE 


one dozen (12) daarzaanii tokko 
half a dozen (6) darzaanii walakkaa 


a pair of... a couple of ... 
cimdii ... . lakkuu / ... cimdii 
some (Of) ... a half 

hamma tokko ... walakkaa 

a little a lot 

bicuu / xinnoo baayyee 

more less 


baayyee / dabalata  muraasa / yaraa 


enough not enough 
gahaa gahaa miti 


too many/much 
baayyee baayyisee 


big guddaa 
bigger baayyee guddaa 
biggest baayyee baayyee guddaa 


small gabaabaa 
smaller baayyee gabaabaa 
smallest baayyee baayyee gabaabaa 


fat skinny wide narrow 
furdaa huuqqataa bal’aa dhiphaa 
tall short long 

dheeraa gabaabaa = dheeraa 
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extra small (XS) xinnoo hammaa baa’aa 
small (S) xinnaa 

medium (M) giddugaleessa 

large (L) guddaa 

extra-large (XL) guddaa hammaa ba’aa 
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WEIGHTS & MEASUREMENTS 


inch inchii 
foot faana 


mile maayila 
millimeter millimeetira 
centimeter sentiimeetira 


meter meetira 
kilometer kiilomeetira 


squared iskuweerii 
cubed kuubii 


milliliter milliliitira 
liter liitira / qaruuraa 


kilogram 
kilogiraama 


ounce oyinsii / giraamii 
cup shiinii 

pint shuggee 

quart leetiroo / qaruuraa 
gallon gaalonii 
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TIMES & DATES 
TELLING TIME 


What time is it? 
Yeroon meeqa? 


It’s 5 A.M./P.M. 
Ganama/Galgala keessaa sa’a shan. 


It’s 6 o’clock. 
Sa’a ja’a. 


five past three sadiifi daqiiqaa shan 

half past two lamaafi walakkaa 

quarter to eight saddeet ruubi hirruu 

twenty to four afur dagiiqaa digdamii hirruu 


noon guyyaa / waaree 
midnight halkan walakkaa/waarii 


In the... 
ttl 
morning afternoon evening 
Ganama Sa’a booda Galgala 
at night early late 
halkan dursee turee 
at 1 P.M. 


sa’a torbatti 


A.M. Waaree Dura(W.D) P.M. Waaree Booda (W.B) 
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DURATION 

for ... 

ak 
one month two months 
ji’a tokko ji’a lama 
one week three weeks 
torbee tokko torbee sadii 
one day four days 


guyyaatokko  guyyaa afur 


one hour a half hour 
sa’a tokko sa’a walakkaa 
one minute five minutes 


daqiiqaa tokko daqiiqaa shan 


one second five seconds 
sekoondii tokko sekoondii shan 


since eegalee before dura 
during yeroo after booda | 


one year ago waggaa tokko dure 

five years ago waggaa shan dura 

in two years waggaa lama keessatti ; 
six months ago ji’a ja’a dura 
in five months ji’a shan keessatti 

in two weeks torban lama keessatti ; 
in twelve days guyyaa kudhalama keessatti 

in three hours sa’a sadli keessatti 

in five minutes daqiiqaa shan keessatti 

in ten seconds sekoondii kudhan keessatti 
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yesterday today tomorrow 
kaleessa har’a bor 

week month year 

torbee ja waggaa 

this week next week last week 
torbee kana torbee dhufu torbee darbe 
this month next month last month 
ji’a kana ji’a dhufu ji’a darbe 
this year next year last year 


waggaa kana waggaa dhufu waggaa darbe 


DAYS OF THE WEEK 
Sunday Dilbata/Sanbata Wednesday Roobii 
Guddaa Thursday Kamisa 
Monday Wiixata Friday Jimaata 
Tuesday Kibxata Saturday Sanbata Duraa 
MONTHS OF THE YEAR 
January Amajjii July Adoolessa 
February Guraandhala August Hagayya 
March Bitootessa September Fulbaana 
April Ebla October Onkoloolessa 
May Caamsaa November Sadaasa 
June Waxabajjii December Mudde 
SEASONS 
Winter Bona Summer Ganna 
Spring Arfaasaa Fall/Autumn Birraa 
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African language dictionaries 
from Hippocrene Books ... 
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Krio-English/English-Krio Dictionary & Phrasebook 
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Dictionary & Phrasebook 
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Dictionary & Phrasebook 
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Oromo-English/English-Oromo 
Dictionary & Phrasebook 
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Pulaar-English/English-Pulaar Standard Dictionary 
30,000 entries : ISBN 0-7818-0479-5 - $19.95pb 


Shona-English/English-Shona 
Dictionary & Phrasebook 
1,400 entries - ISBN 0-7818-0813-8 - $12.95pb 


Somali-English/English-Somali 
Dictionary & Phrasebook 
3,500 entries ‘ ISBN 0-7818-0621-6 - $14.95pb 


Swahili-English/English-Swahili 
Dictionary & Phrasebook 
5,000 entries - ISBN 0-7818-0905-3 - $12.95pb 


Swahili-English/English-Swahili Practical Dictionary 
35,000 entries -: ISBN 0-7818-0480-9 - $27.95pb 


Twi-English/English-Twi (Akuapem Twi) 
Concise Dictionary 
8,000 entries : ISBN 978-0-7818-0264-2 - $14.95pb 


Asante Twi-English/English- Asante Twi 
Dictionary & Phrasebook 
4,000 entries - ISBN 978-0-7818-1329-7 - $14.95pb 


Wolof-English/English-Wolof 
Dictionary & Phrasebook 
4,000 entries - ISBN 0-7818-1086-8 - $13.95pb 


Xhosa-English/English-Xhosa 
Dictionary & Phrasebook 
4,000 entries - ISBN 978-0-7818-1363-1 - $14.95pb 


Yoruba-English/English-Yoruba 
Modern Practical Dictionary 
26,000 entries - ISBN 0-7818-0978-9 - $35.00pb 


-Zulu Dictionary & Phrasebook 


Zulu-English/English 
-7818-1364-8 » $14.95pb 


4,000 entries : ISBN 978-0 
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C)... is spoken as a first language by more than 


25 million Oromo and neighboring peoples in Ethiopia 
and Kenya. It is the fourth most widely spoken language in 
Africa. Oromo is also known as Afaan Oromo, Oromiffa(a), 
and sometimes in other languages by variant spellings of 
these names (Oromic, Afan Oromo). It is an Afro-Asiatic 
language and the most widely spoken of the Cushitic 
family. Oromo is written in a modified Latin alphabet. 


This unique, two-part resource provides travelers to 
Ethiopia with the tools they need for daily interaction. The 
bilingual dictionary has a concise vocabulary for everyday 
use, and the phrasebook allows instant communication on 
a variety of topics. 


Ideal for businesspeople, travelers, and students, this 
guide includes: 


e 4,000 dictionary entries 

e Essential phrases on subjects such as transportation, 
dining out, and business 

e Concise grammar and pronunciation sections 
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